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Art. 1. 42 Effay towards a Natural Hiftory of the County of Dublin, 
accommodated to the noble Defigns of the Dublin Society; affording a 
fummary View, I. Of its Vegetables, with their mechanical and 
ceconomical Ufes, and as Food for Men and Cattle; a Catalogue 
of our Vegetable Poifons; and a Botanical Kalendar, exhibiting 
the refpective Months in which moft of the Simples in Ufe are 
found in Flower. HI. Of its Animals. III. Of its Soil, and the 
State of its Agriculture; its Foflils, Mines, Minerals, and fome 
lately-difcovered mineral Waters; particularly the fulphureous 
Water at Lucan, and its medicinal Virtues, from practical Obfer- 
vations. IV. Of the Nature of the Climate, from Diaries of the 
Weather, kept in Dublin for Fifty Years paft; interfperfed with 
meteorological and ceconomical Obfervations. By John Rutty, 
M.D. 8vo. 2 Vols. 12s. Dublin printed ; and fold by John- 
fton in London. 1772*. 


HE Dublin Society was inftituted before the London af- 
, fociation for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, 
andCommerce. It was incorporated in the year 1750; and to 
the encouragement afforded by this public fpirited body, to men 
of genius and enterprize, Ireland is indebted for many improve- 
ments in arts and manufactures (but efpecially in agriculture 
and hufbandry) which have been made in that country, within 
the laft twenty years. 

Another * Convention,’ as Dr. Rutty expreffes it, was formed 
in the capital of Ireland, foon after the above-mentioned affo- 
ciation, under the name of the Phyfico-Hiftorical Sxciety; the 
laudable defigns of which co-operated with that of the Elder 
Body, ¢ in regard to an inveftigation of the natural productions 
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* This work has but lately been. imported and advertifed for fale 
London. 
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of Ireland, fubfervient to an improvement of trade, manufaée 
tures, and commerce.’ 

Under the aufpices of the Jaft-mentioned Society, the Public 
were favoured with thofe valuable publications, the Natural 
and Civil Hiftories of ihe Counties of WATERFORD, Cork, and 
Kerry ; befide that of the County of Downe, which was priop 
to thefe, The furvey of the counties of Waterford, Cork, and 
Kerry, was the work of the late ingenious Mr. Charles Smith ; 
who acquitted himfelf fo well in the execution of his undertaking, 
that we could not but greatly lament the lofs which the Public 
fuftained by the death of this very able and truly ingenious fon 
of Science.—He lived, however, to fee, with the utmoft re- 
gret; and mortification, the decline of the Phy/ico- Aiflorical So- 
ciéty, and with it, the lofs of that patronage under which he 
had undertaken a tafk ¢ fo agreeable to his genius and inclina- 
tions. “I’his difappointment he pathetically laments, in the in- 
troduction to his Hiftory of Kerry; of which we gave an ac- 
count in the 17th volume of our Review f. 

It was, we find, at the inftance of the laft-named Society, 
that Dr. Rutty undertook the * profecution of the natural Hif- 
tory of the County of Dublin :’—a tafk, he adds, with the mo- 
defty ever infeparable from real knowledge and learning, to 
which * I confefs 1 was unequal; and the more fo, as 1 had 
fcarce any help from my predeceflors in this work.’—The 
Door, however, acknowledges that he was farther prompted 
to engage in this undertaking, * by a moft cordial regard to the 
noble defigns’ of the DuBiin Society ; to whom this E/ffay is 
refpectfully addrefled, in a dedicatorial preface,—in which he 
exhibits a fummary view of the materials naturally afforded for 
fuch a work.—An extract from this addrefs, wherein the Au- 
thor himfelf gives an account of the information and entertain- 
ment which the curious Reader wil! find, in the perufal of thefe 
volumes, will not be improper, in this place. 

‘* Nature, fays Dr, Rutty, far from being more penurious in her 
productions in this than in the neighbouring countries, hath abun- 
dantly fupplied us with a great variety, whether of matters of cu- 
riofity, or fuch as may be fubfervient to the fpeculations of philofo- 


phers, or to medicinal or economical ufes, v. g. Among .ftones 
which have been found in different parts of this country, the Lapis 
Judaicus, the Ofteocclla, the Gyp/um frriatum, an{wering the purpofes 
of the plaifter of Paris, and in fome refpe¢ts fuperior to it, the Lapis 
Afvejios, a great variety of marbles, equal, perhaps fuperior to the 
Egyptian or Italian, the granite, the porphyry, the Lapis Lydius or 





+ The ultimate obje& of the Society was, to procure the nataral 
and civil hiftory of every county in the kingdom. , 


T In our 5th volume the Reader will alfo find an account of the: 


Hittories of Waterford and Cork, 
touck= 
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youch-ftone, a great variety of petrifications, fpars, cryftals, and 
pebbles, and even real gems, fo far, that whatever may be faid of 
‘the fuppofed amethyfts in the county of Kerry, I have good autho- 
rity for faying, that the Cornelian has been found here, and per- 
haps the emerald alfo ; and the Lapis Specudaris of Pliny, ifimglafs or 
Mufcovy glafs ; pearls are found in our Poolbeg oyiters, and amber- 
gris has been frequently found on our coafts, and particularly of 
Jate in large quantities in the county of Kerry; and good fperma- 
ceti hath been prepared from that fpecies of the whale which yields 
it, which is fometimes caft upon our coafts. Now if fuch has been 
the refult of a few recent enquiries, there is no doubt but many yet 
unheard and unthought of difcoveries will be the confequence of 
further fearches. ~*~ A 

* But to proceed 'to articles of more immediate and general ufeful- 
hefs. 1. We are very liberally fupplied, even in this county, with 
great plenty and variety of ochres and painting earths, not at all in- 
ferior to thofe imported from England, France, and Flanders, and [ 
am well informed that at Newbridge in the neighbourhood of Crone- 
baun (of which hereafter) there has been found a red ochre in large 
‘quantity, of which one ounce gave feven grains of pure filver and 
fome gold. 

‘ 2, Lead ore is frequent with us and {melted, in this county, in 
which alfo there are feveral traces of copper; and our water at Crone 
baun in the county of Wicklow, may well vie with thofe of Heren- 
grund and Ciment in Hungary. Of oursI received the following ac- 
count in the year 1765, from a perfon converfant in thefe matters: 

‘* It is {aid to tranimute iron into copper, but the fact is, that it 
precipitates its contained copper upon iron bars immerfed. It con- 
tinues in its full ftrength, and in feven years laft patt yielded to its 
proprietors a fum no lefs than £. 17,259. 185. 9} 4. and all this 
without the expence of fuel and men.” 

_ * The precipitate thus formed being fluxed, yields above half of 
pure copper: for an ounce gave 12 pennyweights and 18 grains in 
one experiment, and 13 pennyweights and 12 grains in another. 
Now this is fhipt off to England to be fluxed there, and then by 
plating and rolling mills reduced to tne fhape in which it is fold, 
and fent over to us, loaded with the expences of freight outwards 
and inwards, infurance for carrying to the part where it is fhipt off, 
amounting in all to £. 2. 35. per ton, all which might. be faved, 
and the firft preparation being made from the water without expence 
gives abundant encouragement for erecting houfes for*fluxing, an 
the proper machines for plating and rolling; to which I have heard 
of no objection, except the dearnefs of coals with us. 

* 3. Ofthe Zripelas or rotten ftones, we have alfo a great variety, 
as appears from the enumeration here given of them in this county, 
and ge of equal ufe to any imported for polifhing brafs, fil- 
ver, &c, ae ee 

* 4. [have alfo fpecified a variety of marls in this cdimnty, feve* 
jn o them not mentioned in the hiffories of the counties above 

med, oo : 

© s» Fuller’s earth is indeed a defideratum, Dyit encouragement is 
Siven to fearch for it from the’ following obfervation among the re« 
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cords of your Society, viz. ‘* that large lumps of it are often found 
in the Clonmell tobacco-pipe clay.” _ 

« 6. At Bally-caftle, and likewife in the county of Waterford, a 
ftratum of clay over the coals, is faid to have been lately difcovered, 
which is found in glafs-houfe pots to be equally ftrong, and to en- 
dure the fire as well as Stourbridge clay.’ , 

‘ 7, Awhite bluith clay was formerly exported from Carrickfergus 
to England, for making that called the De/ft-qware, which was fup- 
plied to us from thence until of late we learnt to erect a manufac- 
ture of it near Dublin, which was profecuted with great fuccefs for 
20 years, the ware being fuperior to the Dutch, though now de- 
clining, for want of the continuance of due encouragement. 

‘ 8, The Manganefe, a fabftance of a dark grey colouf, and of a 
metallic appearance when broke, of great ufe in making the black 
glazing in potters ware, by being fufed with lead ore, with which 
we ufed to be fupplied entirely from England, is found in feveral 
places in this country, and ours is faid to be fo much richer in the 
mineral than that imported from England, as to render a lefs pro- 
portion of lead neceflary for the purpofe aforefaid ; an article more- 
over of great moment, as petng with arfenic of great ufe in taking 
away the greennefs to which all glafs made of fand is fubject. 

* g. In the county of Wicklow, not far from Dublin, are large and 
deep pits of Pyrite, from which copperas might be made; and [ 
have in the fequel traced plain veftiges of alum and copperas in a 
kind of Irith flate found in this county; and moreover, from fome 
hints given in relation to falt-petre, it feems to be a matter not to be 
defpaired of, that both copperas, alum, and falt-petre works may 
be ereéted here. 

* In the appellations affixed to the foffils, I have followed Wood- 
ward, Hill, Walerius, Mendez da Cofta, and in fome matters of 
fact relative to this branch as well as the vegetables, the celebrated 
Linnzus, to the united labours of which authors a more clear and 
diftin& account of thefe fubjeéts than for ages paft is owing. 

* To my account of the minerals, it feemed proper to {ubjoin that 
of the waters impregnated with fome of them, concerning which this 

neral remark may not be impertinent, viz. that we have every 

pecies of mineral medicinal waters here that they have in England, 

excepting perhaps that of Bath, feveral of which might be conveyed 
to diftant places as an advantageous article of commerce, as they 
are in England, being equally efficacious in the cure of difeafes: 
however, as I had already publifhed a Hiltory * of the feveral Mine- 
ral Waters of Ireland in a feparate treatife, I thought it fufficient in 
the prefent work, to give an account of feveral remarkable ones 
which have occurred to my obfervation fince that publication, the 
real good effects of which having obferved for feveral years paft, I 
have embraced this opportunity of prefenting them to the Public. 

* Next, as to the vegetables, 2 branch of natural hiftory very little 
attended to in this country, though I troft its ufefulnefs will be 


* We are uncertain whether or not the Author here alludes to his 
‘* Methodical Synopfis of Mineral Waters—of Great Britain, Ireland, 
France, Germany, Italy, &¢,” 4to. See Rev. vol. xvii. p. 97- 
abundantly 
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Sundantly manifeft in the following work, in the large catalogue of 
pre Fasotle here given, i. ¢. of fuch as ma fupply focd 
whether to men or cattle, divers of which may poflibly be of fingue 
lar fervice to the poor as fubftitutes for bread in times of {carcity 
and impendin famine. . te 

¢ | have alfo given a Botanic Kalendar of the moft ufeful indige- 
hous plants, exhibiting from obfervation, the times of their flower- 
ing in this county throughout the year. I have alfo given the ufes 
of feveral of them in Dying, from the praétices of the ancient Infh, 
as well as more modern obfervations from faithful correfpondents 
and moreover I have alfo fubjoined a lift of our Vegetable Poifons, 
deeming it to be a matter of no {mall importance among a people 
little acquainted with the dangers they are frequently expofed to on 
this account; and here it feems to be but doing juftice to the merit 

of a certain aflociate in thefe ftudies to take this opportunity of con- 

‘“' gratulating the Public on his behalf, who during a long feries of 
years has been preparing and is now compleating a catalogue of the 
native Irith plants, adjufting their names to the Linnzan fyftem *. 

‘ I have diftributed the Birds and Fifhes into claffes according to 
Willughby’s method, and of the firft have added above thirty, and 
of the fecond twenty, that are not mentioned in the Hiftories of the 
counties above-named, in treating of which, as well as the before- 
mentioned articles of natural hiftory, I have always had one thing 
in view, that is to point out whatever might be ufeful in food, or 
ferve as materials for improving our manufactures, trade, or com- 
merce. 

* Laftly, as the nature of the climate is undoubtedly no inconfi- 
derable nor ufelefs branch of the natural hiftory of any country, which 
there is no way poflible of afcertaining but from hiftories of the ftate 
of the air and weather for a feries of time in various feafons, and I was 
furnifhed with a hiftory of the weather in Dublin for 50 years +, I em- 
braced this opportunity of publifhing it from diligent and faithful ob- 
fervations, wherein are frequently interfperfed comparifons of the ftate 
of the weather in Dublin, and that of other remote parts of Ireland, 
England, and fometimes of the neighbouring nations, with meteoro~ 

| logical and ceconomical obfervations, not neglecting fome account of 
the ftate of the plenty or fcarcity of provifions in different feafons, 
. and a particular hiftory is given of the memorable froft in 1740, with 
its dreadful effets on men and animals of all kinds, having been 
| more pernicious than thofe of many peftilences, and I truft that from 
; — aferies of obfervations during the period aforefaid, | have refuted 
| 





the long entertained vulgar error of the influence of the moon on the 
ftate of the weather.’ 


£ From the foregoing view of the materials of which this work 
is compofed, as well as from the particulars enumerated in the 
tranfcript of the title-page, our Readers may perceive what 


3 kind of entertainment ‘they will here meet with. They will 
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** Dr. Abraham Lionel Jenkins.’ 
+ Dr. Rutty hath alfo publithed, in one volume, 8vo. ** A Chro- 
] nological Hiftory of the Weather and Seafons, and of the prevailing 
Difeafes in Dublin ;” fee Review, vol. xlii, D. 3466 
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infer, too,>that they are not to expect, from this performance 
that fort of gratification which is peculiarly afforded by /and- 
febape- writing ; fuch as, in the moft pleafing manner, ferved 
to enliven many parts of Mr. Smith’s accounts of the three 
counties t. Dr. Rutty’s tafk. being confined to what ftrictly 
conftitutes the /cience of natural hiftory, his details will feem 
drier to the generality of readers ; but they will be equally ac- 
ceptable to the philofophical inquirer, the medical inveltigator, 
the cultivator of hufbandry, and, in brief, to all who with to 
become acquainted with the natural productions, and the pres 
fent ftate, of every part of the Britifh émpire. bee 


t Particularly in his delightful defcription of the Lake of Killar 
ney: fee Rev. vol. xvil. p. 508, &c. m G, 





Art. Il. The Apology of Benjamin Ben Mordecai to his Friends for ‘em 
bracing Chrijitanity ; in feveral Letters to Elifha Levi, Merchant, 
of. Amfterdam. Letters Ul. III. and [V. . gto. 6s, Wilkie. 
1773- a 

E have formerly * had an opportunity of paying our 

refpecis to this acute and fenfible Writer: it is with 

pleafure we renew our acquaintance with him, on this occafion, 

and, without any farther ceremony, we {hall endeavour to lay 

before our Readers a fummary account of the three letters con- 
tained in this volume. 

The defign of the firft letter (which is the fecond in the or- 
der of publication) is to examine into the perfon and charaéter 
of Chrift, and to thew, whether he anfwers to the defcription 
of the Adefiah in the f{cripture prophecies. In order to pave the 
way for this enquiry, our Author takes notice of the various 
appearances of ‘Fehcvah under the ancient difpenfations of reli- 
gion, and endeavours to afcertain the rank and character of 
that Beinc, to whom this title and office belonged. Thefe 
appearances, he obferves, are recorded as hiftorical fa@ts; and, 
as the SuPREME Gop himfelf never appeared to men, either in 
perfon or by any vifible fymbol, it is a matter of great import- 
ance to determine, who the other Being is that is fo frequently 
honoured with the appellation ‘fehcovah; this Being, he appre- 
hends, is the fame that in other places, and on other occafions, 
is called the Angel of F:hovah: ** And the reafon he is called 
by the fame name is thus well explained by R, Fofue F. Sebib, 
according to the common maxim not only in ufe among the 
Hebrews, but allowed of by the general cuftom of the world: 
Loquitur Legatus fermone mittentis eum.” erg | 





* See Review for Oftober 1772. 
7H 
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The propriety of this appellation is farther evinced by a re- 
lation of feveral of his appearances recorded in the books of 
Mofes; and by a particular account of the manner in which 
jt was originally conferred, from Exodus xxxili. From many: 
paflages that are here collected, our Author infers ‘ that the 
{acred writings attribute to the angel, who acts in the name and 
authority and moral character of God, the name Fehovah: and 
there could be no mittake, in this particular, among our fore- 
fathers, as if this angel was the Supreme Gad ; becaufe we find 
‘by the hiftory, that he never acted in his awn name, or by his 
own authority, but merely as the angel of God.’ He then 
fhews the abfurdity and confufion that muft attend the notion 
(which many Chriftian writers have adopted) of the appearance 
of the Supreme and Invifible Jehovah himéfelf. 

Having fettled thefe preliminaries, oar Apologift proceeds to 
enquire, whether the Jewifh and Chriftian revelations were car- 
ried on by the wiftble ‘Fehovah; i.e. the Logos, or Word of God, 
as he is ftiled both by Philo, and the apoftles of Chrift. And 
he apprehends, that under the character of ‘ a divine fubftitute 
of the Father, he gave the law of reafon to Adam; the ‘Jewifh 
law to that people; and to all the world the Chriftian law, or 
-will of God.” The arguments here alledged in proof of this 
-ptopofition are deduced from the nature and confiftency of the 
thing, from the words of {cripture, and from the interpretations 
of {cripture given.us both by the Jews and Chriftians. «. 

The two firft of thefe arguments are very ably difcufled in 
the fequel of this letter. From the fcripture evidence an this 
head our Author draws thefe two conclufions : * Firft, that 
Jefus and his difciples knew him to be the Angel-Fehowah;: and 
revealed it fufficiently to all fuch as would examine, and honeftly 
attend to what they faid upon the fubje&; and to thofe who 
would not, the things which pertained to their peace were 
hidden from their eyes. Secondly, it appears, that Almighty 
God has from the beginning carried on the government of the 
world, by the miniftration of one and the {ame perfon: who 
hath appeared under different appellations, according to the dif- 
ferent difpenfations in which he was employed, and the different 
characters he bore. And this is the fame Perfon, who chofe 
= for his inheritance ; and hath from the days of Abrabam | 

en more particularly engaged, by Himfelf or his angels, in 
the care and proteétion of our nation; and even in the latter 
days will continue to be fo, till he hath performed the promile, 
that in Abrabam’s feed hall all the families of the earth be blefled: 


‘and the completion of this prophecy conftitutes the Chriftian 


Teligion,’ 
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He then clofes this fecond letter with five rules, which direé¥ 
us when to apply the word God or Fehovah in the Old Teflament 
to the Fehovab- Angel, or Angel of the Covenant.’ 

In a Poftfcript our Author examines and anfwers the objec~ 
tions brought by the learned Grotius againft the opinion, which 
is here maintained, and which afcribes the delivery of the law, 
to the Logos, or Word. 

In the third letter, our Author applies his extenfive learning 
to the illuftration and proof of this propofition; viz. * that 
the Logos was the Angel of the Covenant, or vilible Febovah:’ 
And he has produced many pafiages from the moft approved 
commentators, both fewifh and Chriffian; from the Chriftian 
Fathers, and from modern expofitors and divines, in fupport 
of the fame opinion. He then proceeds to vindicate the wor- 
fhip of Chrift, under this character, from the charge of idola- 
try, by fhewing, that it is of the fame kind. with the worthi 
of the Fehovab-Angel. * We,’ fays he (perfonating a Few 
* as well as the A/ahometans, have been too hafty in accufing the 
Chriftian religion as idolatrous, and charging the Chriffians in 
general with idolatry, becaufe they worfhip Chri :. as if the 
worfhip paid to the Angel of God, or the Angel of the Covenant, 
was the worfhip of another God. I allow, that, if they fup- 
pofed the Angel of the Covenant to be the Supreme God and Gos 
vernor of the univerfe, and equal to Zehovah, in whofe name he 
aéts, and whofe miniffer he is; and worfhipped him ultimately, 
as God of the univerfe ; this would be idolatry, in the ftri& 
and proper fenfe of the word: but this is only the opinion of 


the Pfeudo-Athanafians : and lofes ground daily among men of : 


fenfe ; being neither founded on ftripture nor reafon, nor one 
fingle authority from the Fathers of the three firft. centuries. 
Non duos Deos introduxit CHRISTUS 5 quia non duos EQU ALES, non 
PARES, equatione in utroque oftenfa, pofuit. Id enim fi feciffit, 
merito duorum Deorum controverfiam fufcitaffet; fays Novatian, 
¢ap. xxxi. And it appears, that the worfhip of Chrif? is of 
the fame nature, with that which was paid by the Patriarchs 
to the fame perfon; i.e. the vifible Angel who appeared to 
them, And Abraham, when he built an altar to Fehovah that 
appeared to him in the plains of Adoreb (Gen. xii. 7.) and 
‘facob, when he was commanded to build an altar to Febowah, 
that appeared to him when he fled from E/au (xxxv. 1.) could 
have no notion that he was the Supreme God; for they knew 
him to be the Angel and Adnijler of the Supreme God, as I have 
already fhewn: and, therefore, if thefe altars were built for 
worfhip, and not merely for memorials; the worship, paid the 
Augel of the Covenant at thefe, as well as at other times, was the 
fame with that of the Chriftians at prefent ; that is, it was mes 

; diate 
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diate.and fubordinate, and ultimately direéted to the glory of 
aan obviates the objeftion of polytheifm and idolatry 
by many very appofite quotations ‘from the writings of the pri- 
mitive Chriftians : fuch as ‘fuftin Martyr, Origen, Cyprian, Hip- 
politus, Eujebius,’ Tertullian, Lattantwus, and Bafil. * The 
apoftolic conftitutions (he obferves) reprefent it as a branch of 
the Gnoflic herefy, to affirm, that Fe/us is the Supreme God over 
all ;’ making himfelf, confequently, to be his own Father. 

¢ It. is: very remarkable (he fays) that the title of the only 
true God, which Chrift has appropriated to the Father (John 
xvii. 3.) is never given to Chrif, even by the Po/t- Nicene Fa~ 
thers; and the reafon feems to be, that their underftanding 
revolted at fo ftrong and unwarranted an expreflion ; which re- 
cals to my mind, how our difpute ended with the Popith priefts 
at Marfiilles, by the imprudent behaviour of our friend Khaled. 
For they no fooner mentioned Mary, the Mother of God; but 
he rofe up in a great heat, fwearing by Mahomet, that Ged was 
neither born nor died, and had neither fon nor daughter: and 
that all fuch as pretended to make their God were more impu- 
dent conjurers than Fannes and Fambres, who oppofed Mofes. 
I mention this, for the fake of obferving, that, as the Fathers 
feared to call Chri/? by the name of the only true God: fo the 
Proteflants, even thofe who call themfelves Athanafians, are 
afraid to call. the Mother of Fe/us Chriff, the Mother of Guid: 
which planely proves, that all fuch as refufe thefe titles to St. 
Mary and to Chrift out of confcience, have two different fenfes 
to the word God, whatever they pretend to the contrary. One, 
when they fpeak of the invifible Fehovah; and another, when 
they {peak of Chrif?: otherwife they could not refufe to call 
Mary the Mother of Ged, and Chriff the only true God: for by 
all the logic in the world, if fhe be the Mother of Chri/?, and 
Chrifi be God, fhe is the Mother of God, in the fame fenfe, in 
which he is called God: and if he be the only true God, then 
fhe is the Mother of the only true God.’ 

Our Author very properly fpecifies, in feveral particulars, the 
difference between the terms E/, Elohim, Adonai and Fehovab: 
and obferves that the latter is never given to any, but to the 
Self-exiftent and Supreme God or his Angel; and fhould there- 
fore never be tranflated into any other language. Toward the 
clofe of this. letter he refumes the charge of idolatry,. and ob- 
viates it by enquiring what worfhip is paid to Chri/f, and what 
is the precife meaning of idolatry: and he concludes, that ¢ the 
worfhip of Chrif? is free from all thofe offenfive circumftances, 
which render idolatry difpleafing to Ged, and therefore ought 
not to be called by that name.’ After all, it.is candidly ac- 
knowledged, that in the whole New Teftament we have no dire& 


and 
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nd pofitive command to pray to Chri 3 and that it is 


proper to direct our prayers to the Supreme Ged himfelf, thr 
Jefus Chriff, as the’ mediator between God and man ; this Self. 
exiftent and Eternal Being having an immutable claim to oy 
worfhip, even .beyond the age of the Mcfiah, when ‘his king. 
dom fhall be. delixered, up to the Father. Our Lord himfelf 
moreoyer, .hath. thus directed us to pray. 

.. In a Pofifeript to this letter our Author intimates, that Dr, 
Sherlock, Dr« South; and other writers, whom he calls: * the 
Philofophical-Chriftians,” whilft they have afferted that Chrift is 
the Supreme Gad, or a meer man, have been under a neceffity of 
denying the moft. effential articles of Chrifiamity; fuch as his 
defcent from heaven ; his humiliation; his fufferings and death: 
and concludes with an apology for entering fo far into this‘ar. 
gument, which he would not have done, * had it not bem 
(fays he) abfolutely neceflary to clear my fubjeé&, from the ob. 
jections @ priori, which arife from the Homéoufian doctrine, be. 
fore | undertook to lay before you the evidence upon which! 
embrace Chriftianity: for, if ‘Chrift be the Supreme God, a; 
fome divines fuppofe ; it is impoffible to ftir:a fingle ftep for. 
ward in proof of his defcent from heaven, his conception, his bu- 
ommiltation, his /ufferings and death: all thefe things are declared of 
him in the New Teflament; and foretcld of him, in the Old: 
and all of them are abfolutely impoflible to have been under. 
gone by a Being, that is infinite, unchangeable, and smpaffab, 
And, therefore, inftead of attempting to explane the Chriflia 
fyftem by the philofophy of. thefe divines, 1 fhal] entirely neg. 
lect them: and truft (as the Arian and Scritturarian heretics 
are accufed of having done) to the fcriptures only : followin 
the rule of AiMary entirelyNox creditur PHILOSOPHIS: @t- 


ditur PISCATORIBUS,’ | 


The defign of the fourth and /a/ letter in this colle&ion ts 
to prove ret ° was the Mejiah; in which the Author ha 
acquitted himfelf as a very learned and able apologift for Chri 
tianity. 3 7 
. ‘After fome previous remarks on the predifions relating to 
the Meffiah, tending particularly to vindicate the authority ¢ 








Daniel, and to elucidate the very remarkable. prophecies cot 
tained in his writings; and.on the general expeétation which 
Fewi/b and Heathen writers feemed to entertain concerning his 
advent ; accompanied with a critical enguiry into the fource@ 
their intelligence ;—he proceeds to examine the correfpondentt 
between the hiftory of Chri? in the New Teflament, and the pto- 
_phecies of the Adefiah in the Old Teflament, by four crite 
© viz. his lineage ; the place of his birth ; the time of his advent 
and his aétions,’ | P 
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To his vindication of ie eens of Daniel, our Author 
has fubjoined feveral obfervations on Profeflor Adichaels’s Let 
ter to Sir ‘Fobn Pringle on the LXX Weeks of Daniel, not 
long fince publifhed *; and they are well worthy the attention 
of that excellent critic. We are forry our limits will not al- 
low us to give more copious extracts from this very valuable 

rformancee Thofe who are employed in biblical enquiries 
will perufe thefe letters with pleafure and advantage. Our 
Readers, however, will indulge us with one extract more, 
which is part of the Author’s addrefs to thofe for whofe benefit 
thefe letters are more immediately intended. 

‘ Give me leave, my dear friend, to expoftulate with you, 
and lay my whole heart before you on this moft interefting of 
all fubjects : and honeftly confeds, that I have been long affected 
with (the) heavy charge, with which I have been fo often 
prefled by the Chriftians, and greatly alarmed; becaufe it ap- 
pears upon examination to be fact, and accounts for fuch amas 
zing difficulties as, upon any other principle, are infuperable. - 
© The Meffiah, fay they, has already been manifefted to your 
nation: and became the fon of man, by being born of the fa- 
mily of David: he came unto you, his own peculiar peopte ; 
and you received him not, but hid your faces from him; and 
“ denied the holy one and the juft, and defired a murderer to 
be granted unto you; and killed the Prince of Life:” and for 
this fin your nation has been fo long cut off from all the pe- 
euliar bleffings which it fo long enjoyed under the Lord Fehbos 
vab : and you are difperfed abroad, and become an aftonifhment, 
aproverb, and a bye-word, among all nations; as your pro- 
phets foretold: nor will you ever be reinftated in his favour, 
fill you acknowledge him ta be your Lord and King; and fub- 
mit yourfelves to his government over you. 
fe Elifba Levi, \ook back upon the days of old; and the mers 
cies vouchfafed to our fathers, by the hand of this Fehovah- 
Angel: how often he declared his love and tender compaffion 
tohis peculiar people ; yea, and his unchangeable determina 
tion, that he would never forget them! ** Can a woman, fays 
he, forget her fucking child ; that fhe fhould not have compaf- 
fion on the fon of her womb? Yea, fhe may forgets yet will 
not I forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms 
of my hands; thy walls are continually before me.” And, 
even when it was neceflary to punifh us; with what love and 
tendernefs does he compaffionate our fufferings! ‘* How fhall 
I give thee up, Ephraim! how fhall I deliver thee, Ifrael $ 
how thall I make thee like Admah! how fhall I fet thee as Ze- 
boim! My heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled 


Ps 
ss 





* See Review for O&ober 1773, Pp. 263. 
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topether.”—And is it pofible, that fo much reluétance te py, 
nifh, and fo much tendernefs, as is every where expreffeg 
through the facred volume towards our once happy natiog, 
fhould on a fudden, and for no apparent caufe, entirely defer 
us? and we fhould be thus caft off from his favour, as we now 
are, and fubjected to fuch unfpeakable ruin, as hath befallen 
the whole nation, from the days of Ve/pafian and Titus ? fuck 
as never any other nation under the fun has undergone: and 
fuffered, in our fieges and battles, by feditions, and famines, 
and peftilence, and captivity, and maflacres, and difperfion} 
Is it poffible, that all our hopes in his indulgent care and Jove 
fhould thus at once be blafted, for no caufe? and all his pro. 
mifes to our fathers fail us; and the bright and glorious pro. 
fpect, the birthright of our nation, that in the feed of Abra 
bam all the families of the earth fhould be blefled, thus end ig 
eternal darknefs and oblivion? Surely, if fome amazing a& of 
wickednefs has not been perpetrated by our whole nation beyond 
what other nations have committed ; our prefent {tate and con. 
dition, for fo many ages, is unaccountable; and our fcriptures 
incredible. And, what is the moft melancholy of all reflec 
tions, as we are ignorant of the caufe of thefe affliGtions, fo we 
fee no exd of them ; nor any means how to avert them. 

‘ In this dejected and forlorn ftate, fifted into all nations 
and become the fcorn of all mankind, there yet remains om 
hope, and dut one, that can fupport and relieve us; and this 
we have been blindly endeavouring, for many ages, to invali- 
date and overturn: I mean, the authenticity and truth of the 
Chriftian {criptures. If Fefus is indeed the vifble Fehavah, and 
Angel of the Covenant, whom our fathers have flain; we want no 
farther explanation, how we have offended him; or in what 
manner we may expect deliverance from our evils. For he, 
whofe mercy and loving kindnefs hath fo often pardoned the 
fins of our fathers; delivering them from the diftrefles, with 
which he vifited and chaftifed them; who could pray for his 
enemies, in the midft of his fufferings, apologizing for their 
wilful ignorance; and ufe that power, which he gained by 
his patient refignation under afflictions, for the falvation of 
thofe by whom he was diftrefled and flain: he will without 
doubt return to ws a/fo, in mercy and loving-kindnefs, and will 
fave us, according to his promife, even in the datter days; if we 
turn to him with forrow and repentance, as to the Angel of 
the Covenant whom we delight in; and be obedient to his voice. 
For that fuch.a time will come, when we fhall be again re 
ceived into his favour, we are well aflured both by the prophes 
cies of Fews and Chriffians.’ 

The three Jaft letters are advertifed to be publifhed with all 
convenient fpeed. Q 
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Arr. Ill. Defiderata Curisofa Hibernica: or, a fele& Coilection of 
State Papers; confifting of Royal Inftrufions, Directions, Dif- 
atches, and Letters. To which are added, fome hiitorical Traéts. 
he Whole illuftrating and opening the political Syftem of the 
chief Governors and Government of Ireland, during the Reigns of 
yeen Elizabeth, James the Firit, and Charles the Firlt. 8vo. 
2Vols. 12s. bound. Dublin printed, 17725 and fold by Ro- 


binfon, &c. in London. 


‘ CNTATE-PAPERS,’ fays a late Hiftorian +, who was more 

converfant with memorials of that fort, than any other 
writer of this country, * are the very chart and compafs of 
‘hiftory. While we fail by their direction, we fail with cere 
‘tainty, as well as fafety ; and when thofe lights fail us, we 
‘are forced, in a great degree, to grope and guefs our way, 
‘ and to content ourfelves with probability only.’— This is un- 
doubtedly true ; and yet, as the fame author hath farther ob- 
ferved, * the bulk of readers, in all ages, require no more than 
¢a {mooth, even, flowery tale; and are never more diivu‘ted 
‘than when their courfe is interrupted by a labyrinth of thwart- 
‘ ing faéts and arguments, which it equally puzz'es them either 
‘to inveftigate or pafs over.’—Men, however, who have expe- 
rience of the world, and who do not chufe to become the 
dupes of credulity, have a different way of thinking, and Jove 
to tread on furer ground. With them declamation and reprefene 
tation, will pafs for no more than they are intrinfically worth; 
and a few important faéts, well afcertained and eftablithed, 
will outweigh all the fime writing that ever dazzicd the eye, or 
delighted the imagination, of fuperficial readers, 

With refpect to the papers before us, although the Editor 
hath not thought it proper to give us the fatisfa@ion of know- 
ing to whom we are obliged for their publication, or even to 
inform us from what repofitory of records, or literary ftores 
houfe, thefe materials * have been drawn, we, neverthelefs, 
entertain very little doubt of their authenticity. 

As to the importance of the feveral papers inferted in this cols 
lection, which, in the title, is ftiled /e/ec?, we think there is 
great inequality among them, in this refpeét. Some of them 
are, undoubtedly, curious and valuable; while others will, by 
moft readers, be regarded as frivolous. Several of the priaci- 
pal tra&ts are written by perfons of the Roman Catholic party ; 
or by moderate men, fuch as the poet defcribes, 

Papift or Proteftant, or both between, 
Like good Erafmus, in an honeft mean. 


Queen 


t Ralph. 
* * Faithfully tranfcribed from their originals, or authentic ¢>>18. > 
is the whole of the Editor’s declaratic n, on this head, | 
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The papers here alluded to, will afford confiderable infor. 
mation to thofe who have only been converfant with the Pro, 
teftant writers on the affairs of Ireland; and all men, we know: 
will lie for their party. Here, then, the impartial byeftands 
will, in fome meafure, be enabled to judge of the merits g 
either fide, and to ftrike the balance between truth and falfe. 
hood, in this account of religious and political claims and ep. 
croachments, bigotry and craft, fubterfuge and violence, ‘Jp 
a word, we, in this heretical country, know fo little of thé 
Catholic fide of the queftion, in regard to the troubles of” [re. 
Jand, during the period to which thefe volumes relate, that any 
authentic accounts, from that guarter, muft, we prefume, be 
acceptable to the curious inquirer. 

The principal papers in this collection appear to be the fol: 
lowing : 

I, Royal Inflruflions, Difpatches, &c. to the Lords Deputig 
of Ireland, &c. in the reign of Elizabeth, : 

I]. ¢ A brief Declaration of the Government of Ireland, open: 
ing many Corruptions in the fame, &c. wrote in the Go: 
vernment of Sir William Fitzwilliams, who was Lord De- 
puty from 1588 to 1594.’ In this ample detail of grievances; 

are many curious particulars relating to the celebrated Tyrone; 
through which great light is thrown upon the Earl’s charac. 
ter and conduct, with refpeét to the famous rebellion, in 

which he made fo diftinguifhed a figure. . 
III. ¢ A Chronicle of Lord Chichefter’s Government of Ireland; 
_ collected and gathered by William Farmer, Chirurgion,’ 
IV. A Difcourte of the prefent State of Ireland, 1614. 

V.. Seventeen Letters from James I. and the Council of Eng- 
Jand, to the Lord Deputy and Council of Ireland. 

« The.above, with a variety of other articles, including a cu: 

sious account of the parliamentary diflentions in Irelaad, ‘it 

3614, are to be found in the firft volume of this collection. In 

the fecond volume we have, 

I. Inftruciions, Remonttrances, Apologies, &c. &c. relating 

; to the Difcontents and Difturbances in Ireland, from 161§ 

. to:1641. 

Il. ¢ A Letter from a Proteftant in Ireland, to a Member of 
the Houfe of Commons in England, 1643.’ This is a very 

. fenfible paper, written with great candour, and, as far as we 
can judge, at, this diftance of time, with ah intention pets 
feétly honeft, conciliatory, and patriotic. 

II. Fragmentum Hifloricum: or, the Second and Third Books 

--of the War in Ireland; containing the Tranfa@tions in that 
Kingdom, from 1642 to 1647. By Richard Bellings, Efq 
Secretary to the Supreme Council of the Confederate Catho- 
lics, Faithfully tranfcribed ‘from the Original, in the oa 

feffion 
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| ohn Currey, M. D.’—This abounds’ with matter 
pogo ee jetting to the views and proceedings of that 
outy with which the writer (admitting the authenticity of 
the tract) was fo deeply engaged. omelet: 
IV. A Journal of the moft memorable Tranfa@tions of General 
~ Owen O Niell, and his party, from 1641 to 1650. Faithfully 
related by Col. Henry M*‘Tully O Niell *, who ferved un- 
der him. The information contained in this paper will alfo 
ratify the cufiofity of thofe who wifh to be made acquainted 
with the thoft material particulars of the Irifh hiftory, during 
the unhappy period here referred to. , | 

The volume clofes with a furvey of the half barony of Rath- 
down, in the county of Dublin; by order of Charles Fleet- 
wood, Lord Deputy—1654. The importance of this paper 
mutt, we fuppofe, be merely local. 

The obvious tendency of this publication, is to foften the 
nrejudices Of the Proteftants againft the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland ; but the moft complete vindication of the latter with 
refpect to the horrid ftory of the Majfacre, in 1641, is to be 
found in Brooke’s Yrial of the Roman Catholics: fee Review, 


vol. xxvii, p. 508. 


* This Journal is faid to have been fent, by way of letter, to 
Col. Charles Kelly, of Agharahan. G. 





Art. IV. Confiderations on the Propriety of requiring a Subfcription te 
Articles of Faith, 8vo. 15, Cadell, &c. 1774. 


HE Public, we are told, is indebted for thefe Confidera- 
tions to a very worthy Prelate, of diftinguithed abilities ; 

and every impartial reader, will, we doubt not, after an atten- 
tive perufal of them, readily acknowledge that they do his 
Lordfhip credit. It is matter of great fatisfaction to us, and 
will give pleafure, we hope, to every fincere Proteftant, to fee 
4 perfon of his Lordfhip’s charaéter appear publicly in defence 
of religious liberty, and fupport the glorious caufe with fo much 
ability, at a time when moft of his brethren on the bench fhew 
fo great an indifference (to fpeak in the fofteft terms) toward 
every fcheme for promoting a farther reformation of our eccle- 
fiaftical conftitution. If their Lordfhips ferioufly confider, and 
reflect upon their late conduét, both with regard to the Peti- 
tioning Clergy and the Diflenters, they cannot poffibly think, 
one fhould imagine, that the part they have aéted does them ho- 
nour, in the opinion of any judicious; unprejudiced perfon, 
Great allowances are undoubtedly to be made for the prejudices 
of their education, their political views and conne@ions, the 
difficulties attending every fcheme of reformation, &c. It is 
impofflible, 
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impofible, however, by the utmoft ftretch of candour and che, 
rity, to account for their conduct upon any principles that are 
confiftent with their having a fupreme and prevailing regard tp 
the honour of Chriftianity and the interefts of truth. Thi, 
will, no doubt, be looked upon, by a certain clafs of men, a 
very injurious to their Lordfhips. characters; we are neither 
afraid nor afhamed, however, of declaring our fentiments pub. 
licly on this head, with the utmoft freedom, as we know tha 
many of the wifeft and beft men that this or any other coun., 
try can boaft of are of the fame opinion; and we may venture 
to challenge, nay we do challenge, the boldeft and warmef 
of their advocates, to fhew the confiftency of their condud 
with what ought to be the diftinguifhing character of every 
truly Proteftant Bifhop.—We now proceed to the work before 
us 


“It is introduced in the following manner :—* On a calm, 
and, as I truft, impartial view of the Controverfy about Sub. 
{criptions, which has fubfifted fo long, and been fupported with 
fo much zeal; it appeared to me that feveral able writers, who 
had engaged in this caufe, were even yet hardly got in fight 
of the main Queftion, concerning the true grounds of civil 
and ecclefiaftical Polity; and that a few particulars required 
ftill farther explanation, in order to fet the whole in a proper 
light. , 
“ And ‘though I am very fenfible that what is here offered, 
having moft of them been drawn up fome time ago, mutt ina 
great. meafure be fuperfeded by feveral late publications ; yet 
confidering the fmall effect thefe appear to have produced, [, 
was tempted to imagine that it might not prove altogether ufe- 
lefs, or out of feafon, to enforce them ; by reviving fome of 
thofe original maxims which ought to direct all fuch enquiries, 
but which in my apprehenfion have long been, and are ftill either 
too little underftood, or too much difregarded. 

* I have no defign of entering into the fubje& matter of our 
Articles; but only beg leave to propofe fome general Obferva- 
tions, concerning the rife and progrefs of a cuftom, which 
feems to place certain explications of fuppofed Scripture Doc- 
trines on the fame foot with the Scripture themfelves ;—to en- 
quire how far this practice may be juft and expedient in the 
prefent times, or in itfelf defenfible at any time ;——to fee upon 
what principles it is founded ;—what pleas are offered to {up- 
port it ;—and laftly, point out fome of its effects.’ 

His Lordfhip’s obfervations. on thefe feveral points are judie 
cious, liberal, and manly; the following extract may ferve as 
a fpeeimen : | 

‘ We are willing to allow thofe who have the misfortune of 


diflenting from us, to think freely for themfelves ; and cine 
. the 
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the leaft intention to deprive them of this freedom : nay, rather 
feem to extol that clemency, which ceafes to pufh on a rigo- 
rous execution of the fevere ftatutes made againft them 1n the 
days of our fathers, faying, if we had lived in thofe days, we 
would not have carried matters with fo high ahand: yet, alas! 
do not even we fometimes betray an inclination to keep fuch 
inhuman laws ftill hanging over their heads, and thereby hold 
the unhappy fubjects of them always at our mercy ?—This may 
appear to {ome a more decent and refined piece of political wif- 
dom, which aufwers all ends more effectually, than either coun- 
tenancing or complying with any attempt to enforce {uch fta- 
tutes by a too odious and invidious profecution. Whereas, in 
truth, thefe fame penal laws, while they fubiift, give fo great 
encouragement to informers, that it is often out of our power 
to prevent the execution of them, were we never fo well dif- 
fed to do it: and'it may-at length perhaps merit our confide- 
ration, whethet an abfolute denial of relief to thefe our Pro- 
teltant brethren, on their repeated /upplications (who bett know 
their own fore, and their cwn grief) mutt not prove an ill return 
fer all the labours which many of them have fuccefsfully be- 
ftowed upon the common caufe. of Chriftianity and Biglstineh: 
ifm ; labours, which if we were as ready to reward, as we are 
to adopt, would have procured them a different treatment from 
that of being expofed to confifcations, and imprifonment. 
© Weare told indeed, that it is fometimes better and fafer 
to let a law drop by difufe, than to abolifh it by a formal re- 
peal. But no example of this is given; and it is fo far from 
being the gencral fenfe of our Leriflature; that hardly a feffion 
is fuffered to pafs without expunging from the ftatute books 
fume or other of thefe aztiguatcd ordinances, 

‘ With refpeé& to an entire, complete Toleration, the mat- 
ter of fact feems to be no other than this: In countries where 
moft liberty is allowed, we find the moft knowledge of Chrif- 
tianity ; and by confequence, moft room to expect the pureit 
profeffion of it. To what elfe can be afcribed the manifeft fu- 
petiority, which we juftly boaft over our Popif neighbours ? 
And fhould not we, on any other occafion in the world, think 
of extending an expedient, which, fo far as it has hitherto 
been tried, ever has fucceeded fo well and happily? We are 
fometimes indeed terrified with the mifchievous confequences 
that might arife, if people were fuffered to declare their own 
religions, without fubfcribing to what we pleafe to call the 
Fundamentals of Ciriftianity.: and yet what mifchiefs have 
arifen from permitting the Fews to exercife their religion, with- 
out any fuch fubfcription * ? 





* . . : 
‘ Iremember, indeed, a fhort theological difpute was once at- 
tempted to be raifed againft naruraliaing them, from that ingenious 
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¢ But how agreeable foever fuch a Toleration may appear to 
all found policy, as well as to the firft principles of our bene- 
volent religion ; it is much to be doubted, whether a confi. 
derable majority amongft us do not ftill continue tenacious of 
quite different maxims; nor is it lefs doubtful, to what caufes 
this may be moft jultly attributed: whether to any fuch appre- 
henfion, as that above-mentioned ; or to fome fecret love of fpi- 
ritual domination, which ftill holds pofleffion of their hearts ; 
and which is ever prefenting itfelf, under a variety of fpecious 
titles and appearances: though it be hardly now admitted as 
A POWER TO RULE THE CONSCIENCES OF MEN; in which 
very form this favourite doétrine was long tacked, and auke 
wardly enough, to the Bible itfelf, and keeps its place there 
in feveral editions +: yet it comes in for its claim of /ubmiffion, 
as including fome kind of coercive jurifdiction, fome branch of a 
certain power of the keys;—as an authority of order, &c. &e, 
whatever may be comprehended under fuch more plaufible 
terms. But how fond foever fome Clergymen may be of Clee 
rical Authority, the beft of their predeceflors, the Apoftles, 
appeared to have fmall concern about it. When a warm con- 
troverfy arofe in the church of Rome, concerning a diftin@tion 
of days, and meats, and drinks; of equal importance with 
many, that have fubfifted fince ; we do not find St. Paul, with 
the officioufnefs of later church governors, proceeding to frame 
an Article upon this queftion ; but on the contrary, leaving 
each perfon to the perfuafion of bis own mind; and neither de- 
creeing nor recommending any other practice or profeffion re- 
lative to it, befide that of charity and mutual forbearance tf. 
¢ What an engine for other purpofes has the commiffion, 
which Chrift is fuppofed to have given St. Peter *, been in 
other hands! And yet Peter himfelf never once appealed to it, 
nor claimed any kind of pre-eminence from it, Nay, it is 
fomewhat remarkable that Mark, who is faid to have written 
under Peter’s own infpection, has omitted the very mention of 
this cotnmiffion, though he has preferved the hiftory which led 
to it |: fo little anxious was the Apoltle, to difplay any fuch 
token of fuperiority ! And how much greater reafon have we 





topic the great danger of defeating prophecies. It was firft ftarted ina 
{mall performance, faid to be done by one of the Common Council 
of London ; which probably gave the original cue to fome perfons, 
of greater eminence, for founding an alarm. This piece was wrote 
with much appearance of fimplicity, and had a fuitable text. fet be- 
fore it: The/e men being Fews, do exceedingly trouble our city,’ 

‘ + Vid. Contents of the latter part of Pfalm cxlix. Ed. Bill, 4to. 
1702. Bafket, 4to. 1733- Do. fol. 1739. ThoughI muft do both 
our Univerfities the juftice to remark, that in their late editions, this 
is tolerably qualified.’ 


t ‘ Rom. xiv? © © Matth, xvi. 18 — || © Mark viii. 29." 
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at this day, to abandon all fuch claims under every denomina- 
tion? Since we have feen the effects of them early and late, 
abroad and at home: each period of church hiftory yielding 
moft abundant evidence, that all fuch Fortifications, as they are 
ufually ftiled, when once mounted with a proper train of artil- 
lery, and that properly played off, inftead of {erving to annoy 
the enemy, are but too apt to hurt our friends, epi 

© Such doétrinal Formularies exclude none, but confcientious 
men, from any particular communion ; they create no difficulty 
to others, who fubfcribe them as things of courfe ; and in the 
like circumftances, wil) fubfcribe any thing. 

« Neither can thefe Tefts hinder the moft cautious and in- 
offenfive perfons from delivering their real fentiments on any 
{ubje&t, which they judge to be of importance; and where they 
muft think themfelves obliged to bear their teftimony, notwith- 
ftanding that the oppofite fide happens to have been decreed 
with all folemnity. Norin fact, does there now appear a lefs 
variety of opinions, though a lefs fafe one, among thinking 

rfons, where any competent degree of liberty remains, than 
in all probability there would have been, if no fuch decrees 
ever had exifted. Nay, how could any thing, do we imagine, 
but enjoining the belief, and annexing emoluments to the pro- 
feffion of fundry opinions, have ever given importance to them, 
or caufed contefts, and created animofities about them ?’ 

There are many of his Lordfhip’s obfervations, which it would 
give us pleafure to place before our Readers; but we muft cons 
tent ourfelves with adding the following paflage: 

‘ It is this fatal fcheme, fays he, of making ours the mea- 
fure of every other man’s Faith, and obtruding it upon him, 
inftead of having it to ourfelves before God; which above all 
things tendeth, and will always tend, to increafe the growing 
infidelity amoneft us ;—To create a carelefs difregard, or a fa- 
ftidious contempt of all religion in fome perfons; with a fevere 
cenfure of, and a ftrong renitency againft this abhorred praétice 
of enforcing whatever fhall be taken for it, in others; who 
feem~determined thoroughly to fift our Conftitution: and it is 
evident, that by the increafe of general knowledge, and a no 
lefs general tafte for liberty, numbers become equally qualified 
and difpofed todo fo; while others yet appear not to be duly 
fenfible, under what difficulties we of the Eftablifhment muft 
lie, in fuch a confufed ftate of things, as is neceflarily produced 
by the want of thofe timely revifals, and gradual reformations, 
which might enable it to keep pace with each improvement in 
every branch of fcience. 

* Were fome perfons fenfible of this, they would not furely 
be fo forward to fufpect us of hypocrify and prevarication, 


while we efteem ourfelves bound to keep up all thefe forms, till 
H 2 relieved 
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relieved by proper authority: nor impute it wholly to our pri- 
vate intereft, when we minifterially comply with what we are 
not able to remove; and patiently remain in poits, however in- 


vidioufly mifreprefented, where it is conceived that we may do. 


more good, and perform a more acceptable fervice to our com. 
mon Mafter ; by continuing to labour on in his wafte vineyard, 
and wait his own gocd time for opportunities of ufing our 
little influence [hereby prevented from growing ftill lets] to- 

wards pruning a few wild branches in it, and rooting out fome 
of the rankeft on rather than defpond immediately on every 
juft caufe of offence, that muft occur to us; or peevifhly re- 
volt at each injurious reproach, that wiil be caft upon us. If 
our firft Reformers had guitted their itations in the Church, 
inftead of ufing all their endeavours to amend it; thould we 
have had reafon either to admire their {pirit, or applaud their 
conduét at this day ?” 

In regard to this paflage, we cannot help obferving, with 
the createft deference to his Lordihip’ s opinion, that a different 
conduct from what he mentions might conduce greaily to the 
advancement of virtue and true religion. Were but a few of 
the fuperior clergy, of refpe€table charagters and diftinguifhed 
abilities, to unite in endeavouring to bring about a farther 
reformation, and exert their utmoit endeavours for this pure 
pofe, notwithftanding any oppofition they might meet with trom 
minifters of ftate, or merely political men, and, failing in the 
attempt, were they to quit their ftations in the church, fuch a 
conduct could not fail to be “egegsien with the moft beneficial 
confequences. It would ftamp a reat dignity on their charac- 
ters, it would be the ftrongeft benik a could poffibly be given 
of their fincerity, it would contribute not a little towards lef- 
fening that contempt for the clergy which many laymen are too 
apt to > exprefs, it would place the neceflity of altering our eccle- 
fiaftical conftitution in ie cleareft point of view, ~ and would 
tend more towards awakenjng even the moit thoughtlefs toa 
ferious fenfe of religion, than the moft judicious and elaborate 
productions from the prefs. R 

@ 





Art, V. Conclufion of the Account of Mr. Lind/:y’s Apology. See our 
lait Month’s Review. 


AVING already laid before our Readers the account 

that Mr. Lindfey has given, at the clofe of his Apology, 
of his conduét with regard to the refignation of his living, we 
now revert to the beginning of the work : 3 the firft chapter of 
which contains fome ftri@ures on the origin of the doétrine of 
the Trinity, and the oppojition it met with, to the time of the 
reformation, In the courfe of thefe SiiQuses, the learned Av- 
thor 
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thor obferves, 2s others have done, that the word Trinity is an 
un{criptural term, and that it was not known among Chriftians 
for near two hundred years after Chrift, being firtt uied by 
Theophilus, a Gentile convert, Bifhop of Antioch ; but in no 
great conformity to what ic is made to finnify at prefent. It is 
acknowledved to be entirely of Heathen extraction, borrowed 
from Plato, and the Platonic philofophy: and this being. its 
true orizin, it frould feem that a proper zeal for Gcd's word, 
and regard for Chriit and his infpired apoftles, fhould make us 
relax a little of our paftion againit thofe who fcruple to ufe a 
language not fanctified by their authority, in fpeaking of and 
addrefing the great God. Mr. Lindtey farther fhews, that a 
difbelief of the Trinity is no blameable herefy, as Chriftians, 
for fome ages after our Lord’s appearance, were wholly Anti- 
trinitarians. In confirmation of his aflertion, he confiders by 
what means the doctrine of the Trinity prevailed ; and, in de- 
feribing the rife and progrefs of this doctrine, he has gratified 
his readers with feveral hiftorical circumftances, relative to the 
fects or perfons who embraced Unitarian principles. From his 
account, it is evident, that what is called the Catholic doc- 
trine of the Trinity, was firft eftablifhed, and hath been all 
along fupported, by viclence and the fecular power ; an argu- 
ment in its behalf furely not to be boafted of, and concerning 
which the gofpel of Jefus is wholly filent. 

In the fecond chapter, our Author purfues the hiftory of 
Unitarianifm, and defcribes, in a more efpecial manner, the 
ftate of it in our own country, from the zra of the reformation, 
to nearly the prefent times. his account includes in it man 
curious particulars, relative to thofe who profefied and fup- 
ported the Unitarian dodtrine. But we fhall only tranfcribe 
what Mr. Lindfey has recorded, from Fuller, of the zeal which 
King James the Firft fhewed to convert Bartholomew Legate ; 
who, in 1613, was burnt to death in Smithfield, for Arianifm, 
or rather for Socinianifm. ‘* King James caufed this Legate 
often to be brought to him, and feriwuily dealt with him to en- 
deavour his converfion, One time the King had a mind to 
furprize him into a confeffion of Chrift’s deity (as his Majefty 
afterwards declared to a right reverend Prelate, Archbifhop 
Uther) by afking him, whether or no he did not daily pray to Fe- 
Jus Chriff 2 which had he acknowledged, the King would in- 
Jaliibly have inferred, that Legate tacitly confented to Chrift’s 
divinity, as a fearcher of the heart. But herein his Majefty 
failed of his expectation, Legate returning, that indeed he had 
prayed to Chriit in the days of his ignorance, but not for thefe 
latt feven years, Hereupon the King in choler fpurned at him 
with his foot ; away, bafe fellow (faith he) it shail never be faid 
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that one flayeth in my prefence, that hath never prayed te Our Sa- 
viour for feven years together.’ 

After deducing fome judicious and ufeful conclufions from 
the hiftory of Unitarianifm, our worthy Author proceeds, in his 
third chapter, to fhew, that religious worfhip is to be offered 
to the One Gop, THE FATHER, ONLY. This point is dif- 
cuffed, by Mr. Lindfey, in a manner which deferves the moft 
ferious attention of thofe who differ from him. It is, undoubt- 
edly, a matter of the utmoft importance. If there be any thing 
which may be regarded as e/fential in religion, it is the object 
of worfhip. It feems to have been the defign of every revela- 
tion of the Divine Will, to dire&t mankind aright in this res 
fpect ; and, therefore, it is of infinite moment that we do not 
give that glory to another, which is due alone to the Erernal 
Jehovah, the Supreme Ruler of the univerfe, the Original and 
Parent of all exiftence. 

In treating upon the caufes of the unhappy defe&tion among 
Chriftians, from the fimplicity of religious worfhip prefcribed 
in the {criptures of the New Teftament, which is the bufinefs 
of the fourth chapter, our Author points out the influence 
which falfe philofophy had in corrupting the genuine truth of 
the gofpel. But he has proved that there is another, and prin- 
cipal fource of the corruption of the true Chriftian doctrine and 
worfhip ; a fource from which the worft of errors have flowed, 
and which alfo, in the proportion wherein it prevails, will per- 
petuate them for ever.—Need we add, that the object here 
pointed out, is HuMAN AUTHORITY in the church of 
CuristT? 

The defign of the fifth chapter is to fhew, how an union in 
God’s true worfhip is to be attained. Here Mr. Lindfey pro- 
pofes a ftanding apoftolic rule for prayer; and hath inferted, 
and recommended the Jate eminent and excellent Dr. Samuel 
Clarke’s amendments of the liturgy. Thefe we fhall give, at 
large, to our Readers; and, for the fake of thefe, we have 
aveided infifting fo fully on the preceding parts of the Apo- 
logy as we fhould otherwife have done. 


SS ALift of exceptionable Parts of the Liturgy with refpect to the 


Objed? of Worfhip, and which are either quite firuck out, ot 

changed, by Dr. Clarke. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and } frock out, and 
to the Holy Ghoft: As it was in the beginning, (278° — 
is now, and ever fhall be, world without end. ated ry 


to be read, 
Te Deum. 
Thou art the king of glory, O Chrift. changed, andthe 
Thou art the everlafting Son of the Father. whole direéted to 
When thou tookeft upon thee to deliver man, rw apt a8 08 
thou didft not abhor the virgin’s womb. orf 


Te 
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Te Deum continued. 
When thou hadft overcome the fharpnefs of) 
death, thou didft open the kingdom of heaven to 


all believers. 
Thou fitteft at the right hand of God in the 


glory of the Father. changed, and the 


We believe that thou fhalt come to be our > aor poor 
J and pot to 








judge. 
' We therefore pray thee to help thy fervants, — 
whom thou haft redeemed with thy precious 
blood. 
Make them to be numbered with thy faints in 
glory everlafting. J 
Lord have mercy upon us. quite ftruck out, 
Chrift have mercy upon us. _ and ‘every 
Lord have mercy upon us. ‘ 
Prayer of St. Chryfoftom. 
—when two or three are gathered together "7 changed to thy 
thy name— Son’s name, 
The Creed of St. Athanafius. ftruck out, 


Litany. 
O God the Son, redeemer of the world, have } 
mercy upon us, miferable finners. 
O God the Holy Ghoft, proceeding from the | 4,.,9¢3 and the 


Father and the Son, have mercy upon us, mife- \ whole addreffed 


rable finners. to the one God 
the Father, 


O holy, bleffed, and glorious Trinity, three 
perfons and one God, have mercy upon us, mi- 
ferable finners. i 

-—~whom thou haft redeemed with thy moft) 
precious blood. 

By the myftery of thy holy incarnation, by thy 
holy nativity and circumcifion; by thy baptifm, ! changed, andthe 
fafting, and temptation. whole direéted so 

By thine agony and bloody fweat; by thy | &# 
crofs and paflion; by thy precious death and 
burial; by thy glorious refurreétion and afcen- 
fion; and by the coming of the Holy Ghoft. 


3 

Son of God we befeech thee to hear us. 7 

Son of God we befeech thee to hear us. 

O Lamb of God, that takeft away the fins of 
the world, ithe whole of this 

Grant us thy peace. que Panay, ents 

O Lamb of God, that takeft away the fins of 
the world, 

Fave mercy upon us. | d 


H 4 Litany 
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_ Litany continued, 
O Chrift hear us. Y 
O Chrift hear us. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 
Chrift have i upon us. tama mess 
Chrift have mercy upon us. 
Lord have mercy upon us, 
Lord have mercy upon us. 


J 
From our enemies defend us, O Chrift. 
of 





O Son of David, have mercy upon us. 

Both now and evcr vouchfafe to hear us, 
Chritt. 

Gracioufly hear us, O Chrift, gracioufly hear 
us, O Lord Chrift. 


Prayer in Time of Dearth and Famine. eat out here, 


changed and di. 
re€ied to God, 


ftruck out. 


—to whom with thee and the Haly Ghoft be a pring 
all honour and glory, now and for ever. i tie & 


liturgy. 
Colles. 
Firft Sunday in Advent. 
—who liveth and reigneth with thee and the ) changed here, 
Holy Ghoit, now and ever. f and in all othey 


places, 
Third Sunday in Advent. 
O Lord Jefu Chrift, who, at thy firft _—— 
&c. 


changed and ad. 
drefied to God, 


Fourth Sunday in Advent. changed, 
Chrifimas- Day. 
—who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 2 changed here, 
fame Spirit, ever one God, world without end, { andevery where, 


St. Stephen’s Day. 
—who prayed for his murderers to thee, i att 


blefled Jefus— reéted to God, 
: Trinity Sunday, changed, 
7S m 
Nicene Creed. ftruck out, 


Exhortation to the Communion. 
—above all ye muft give moft humble and) 
hearty thanks to God the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoft, for the redemption of the world | 
by the death and paffion of our Saviour Chrift, ‘changed, and di 
both God and man— f rected to Gedy 
To him, therefore, with the Father, and the | 
Holy Ghoft, let us give continual thanks, J 


Preface upon the Feaft of Trinity, ftruck out. 
Prayet 
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Prayer after the Communion. 

—by whom, and with whom, in the unity of 
the Holy Gioft, all honour and glory be unto cnet 
thee, O Father. 
- Q Lord, the only begotten Son, Jefu Chrift, ) 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takeft away the fins of the world, have mercy 
upon US. Thou that takeft away the fins of the 
world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takeft : changedintirely, 
away the fins of the world, receive our prayer. }and addreffed 
Thou that fitteft at the right hand of God the: only to God. 
Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord, 
thou only, O Chrift, with the Holy Ghoft, art 
moft high in the glory of God the Father. J 


Public Baptifm of Infants. 

—Ye have prayed, that our Lord Jefus Chrift) 
would vouchfafe to receive him, to releafe him 7 
of his fins, to fanctify him with the Holy Ghoft, ! ana alfo in the 
to give him the kingdom of heaven and everlaft- P baptifm of fuch 
ing life—Ye have heard alfo, that our Lord Je- ao" of riper 
fus hath promifed in his gofpel to grant ail thefe | R 
things. J 

Catechi/m. 

What doft thou chiefly learn in thefe articles) 
of the belief ? 

Firft, I learn to believe in God the Father, 
who hath made me and all the world. 

Secondly, in God the Son, who hath redeemed | wporiens 





am 





me and al) mankind. 
Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghoft, who fanéti- 
feth me and al! the elect people of God. J 


Matrimony. 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoft, blefs, preferve, and keep you. 


Vifitation of the Sick. 
Abfolutian. 
Our Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath left power 
tohis church to abfolve all finners, who truly 
repent and believe in him, of his great mercy for-'! | 
give thee thine offences; and, by his authority }- quite firuck ont, 
committed to me, I abfoive thee from all thy fins, 


in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoft, 


f changed. 


We 
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We cannot conclude without teftifying our opinion, that (jj, 
work does honour to the Author’s underftanding, as well asp, 
his heart. It is a valuable monument of his wifdom, learp; 
integrity, and piety; and we hope that he will be fay 
with the public encouragement: and particularly with the p, 
tronage of thofe Chriftians who concur with him in fentimeng, | 





Art. VI. 4 new and literal Tranflation, from the original Hebrew, yj 
the Pentateuch of Mofes, and of the hiftorical Books of the Old Toft, 
ment, tothe End of the Second Book of Kings: With Notes critica 
and Explanatory. By the late Reverend and Learned Julius Bate 
M. A. Reéor of Sutton, in Suffex. 4to. 168, Boards, Lay, 
1773 : 

UR opinion of Mr, Julius Bate, as a writer and a critic, 
hath been long known to the Readers of the Monthly 

Review. The perufal of the prefent work hath not given us 

the leaft reafon to change that opinion, It is, moft certainly, 

a new tranflation, and fo very literal, as to be really unintelli. 

gible to a plain Englifh reader, 

We have feen many verfions of the fcriptures ; but we do 
not recollect any one, in any language, not excepting that of 
St. Omer’s, which exceeds, or even equals, this of Mr. Julius 
Bate, for obfcurity, inconfiftency, and abfurdity. The Aw 
thor, it muft be granted, was a tolerable mafter of fome parts 
of Oriental literature; but he feems to have been entirely void 
of judgment. He hath employed all his learning in disfigur 
ing, we may fay, in burlefquing, the facred writings. 

The chief defign of this work, is a defence of the Athana 
fian Trinity ; and many paflages, which are fimply hiftorical, 
are faid, by our Author, clearly to contain that doétrine. 


If this be really true, we fhould be obliged to fome able} 


Hutchinfonian for the folution of the following difficulty: If 
the Old ‘Teftament doth really, as thefe gentlemen affirm, con- 
tain the doctrine of the Athanafian Trinity, how came it to 
pafs that no Jew, from the days of Mofes to the prefent, ever 
found it out, or even fufpe&ted it? That the Jews never had 
any apprehenfion of this doétrine is well known; and that, 
with the more fenfible part of them, it is one grand objeétion 


to Chriftianity, we are affured by learned perfons of that per- 
fuafion. 


As modern improvements in fcience, and in found criti- f 


cifm, have deprived the Hutchinfonians, and others, of an 
_ Athanafian Trinity in the New Teftament, they have been 
obliged to change their ground, and fearch for it in the Old: 
and to prevent, if poflible, another difcomfiture, they have put 
myftical fenfes on plain hiftorical paflages, and inferred ftrangé 
conclufions, from fanciful, equivocal, and, very often, = 
tur 
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tural etymologies. A few inftances will prove that Mr. Julius 
Bate excelled in this mode of writing. 

Genefis i. 1. * At firfl the Aleim created the heavens and 
the earth.” ‘This tranflation is illuftrated by the following 
note: * 2 title (i. e. Aleim) of the ever ble ed Trinity. It 
means the perfons under the oath, or binding curfe of a cove- 
nant.’-—If we underftand our Author, the idea is not only ab- 
furd, but impious. Js it not impious to fay, that the Supreme 
Being, whether the Trinitarian or Unitarian doctrine be the true 
one, is bound by acurfe ? The abfurdity of the idea is beyond ex- 
preffion : for whether we fuppofe the perfons of the Trinity to 
be three diftinét beings, or only three diftin& relations of one 
and the fame being, Mr. Bate’s notion involves in it the moft 
inexplicable contradictions. There is another note expreffive 
of the fame idea, on Levit. xvill. 1. 

In Genefis xviii. the facred hiftorian relates the appearance 
of three angels to Abraham at the door of his tent; which 
three, our Author tells us, were the three perfons in the Tri- 
nity. And in a note he adds, * in this chapter is ocular proof 
of there being one God, and three perfons ; for the perfons who 
appeared {peak as Jehovah, and are f{poken to, and of, as the 
Lord in Trinity, whom Abraham entertained, &c.’ Here we 
muft own, with concern, that our eyes are not fo good as Mr, 
Bate’s were; for we cannot difcern this ocular proof. As it ap- 
pears from the narrative, that two of thefe angels went and 
conduéted Lot out of Sodom, how could the three be the Lord 
in Trinity? One reafon why they could not, may be affigned 
from our Author’s own tranflation of chap. xix. 13. * for the 
cry againft them is great before Jehovah; and Jehovah hath 
fent us to deftroy it.” In other words, according to Mr. Bate, 
Jehovah hath fent Jehovah to deftroy Sodom. Strange that 
any well-meaning Expofitor fhould father fuch abfurdities upon 
the facred writer ! 

Our Tranflators have rendered Genefis xxi. 17, latter claufe, 
‘what aileth thee, Hagar? fear not, for God hath heard the 
voice of the lad where he is;’ i. €. where his mother had laid 
him. No, fays Mr. Julius Bate, ¢ fear not; for the Aleim 
will hearken to the voice of the lad, i the name itfelf.’ And, 
ina note, we are told that * the Tranflators mifled both the 
literal and myftical fenfe, that God would hear Ifrael according 
to the promife exprefled in his name (Sxype) and the fon 
of the bond-woman [ow NM WND by him, who is the 
name itfelf; which is the great promife of the gofpel.? The 
language here is fomewhat beyond our comprehenfion : but we 
will venture to aflert, that no man, except a myftical Hutchin- 
fonian, could ever have found a reference to the gofpel in this 


hiftorical paflage, 
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If our limits would permit, we might produce numerous jp. 
ftances of the Author’s fondnefs for allufions and prefigura. 
tions : for example, the fkins of the kids, which Rebekah put 
on her fon Jacob, prefigured our putting on the Lord Jefus, 
and appearing in his righteoufnefs, to obtain the blefling. This 
whole hiftory is, indeed, curioufly allegorized. The twins 
Pharez and Zarah, the fons of Judah by Tamar, prefigured 
the natural and fpiritual man; and the cafe of Zarah in par. 
ticular, prefigured the neceflity of our being born again, 

We have always underftood Deuteronomy vi. 4, to bea con. 
clufive proof of the unity of the Godhead. But Mr. Julius Bate 
tells us, on the contrary, that, ¢ as long as Hebrew is Hebrew, 
Jehovah fingular, and Aleim plural, and the oath of God to 
the heirs of falvation, is remembered, fo long will thefe two 


words, Jehovah and Aleim, prove a Trinity in Unity, the co- 


equality of perfons.’ 

As a proof of our Author’s obfcurity, we fhall feleé&t the He- 
brew word [59 which our tranfators very properly have ren- 
dered * a covenant.” “Thus Genefis ix. 9, God faid to Noah, 
‘I eftablifh my covenant with you;’ but, according to Mr, 
Bate, it fhould be, * I eftablith my purification with you.’ This, 
he tells us, is the literal interpretation of the word PY from 
“\3 to purify, to make clean, as every thing is through the blood 
of Chrift. pss adds he, is ufed to exprefs all the promiles 
to us through the facrifice of Chrift, which has a promife of 


this life, and of that which is to come, if we take care to imi- 
tate his purity and innocence, Waving the propriety of this 


etymology, which indeed we more than fufpect (for 7\9, eli- 
gere, to choofe, feems to be the true word) we fee no advan- 
tage produced by this alteration. “The word ‘* covenant,’ is 
perfectly intelligible to every reader, who is in the lcaft con- 
verfant with his bible ; but ¢ purification,’ in many pailages, is 
by no means fo. For inftance, Judges ii. 1, 2, * And I faid I 
will never break my covenant with you; and ye fhall make no 
league with the inhabitants of this land.’ This is intelligible; 
burt ¢ I faid I would not break my purification with you for ever, 
and ye fhall cut no purification for the inhabitants of this land, 
isa mode of f{peaking, to fay the beft of it, not a litile ob- 

icure,. | 
Mr. Bate’s note on Jofhua ii. 1, is, we believe, juft, but 
not new; for moft lexicographers observe that the word M3}; 
means an hoftefs, as well as an’ harlot; and in this place it is 
natural to underftand it in the former rather than in the latter 
fenfe, becaufe it is more probable that the fpics went to lodge 
in a houfe of entertainment, than in a brothel. It is true that 
St. James calls Rahab zogyn, an Harlot; but it is fuppoied by 
feyeral critics, and with fome degree of probability, that the 
Greck 
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Greek word, as well as the Hebrew, was anciently ufed in 
. two fenfes. ae. —_— 
a Author is asaemarkable for his philofophy as for his di- 
tnity. He roundly aflerts that, * let our philofoghers fay what 
the ‘will, the ftars have an influence on our atmofphere,’ This 
he thinks is implied in Judges v. 20. We obkferve, alfo, that 
his enmity to the Hebrew vowel points is fo great that he alters 
the {pelling of the proper names of perfons and places. Aaron 
he calls Aerun, Gideon, Gidoun, Canaan, Canoa, Gilead, 
Gilod, &c. 
To this work is prefixed a fhort advertifement by the ano- 
nymous Kditor, wherein he calls it ¢ a valuable and intelligible 
rformance ;” but how juftly, the above fpecimen will enable 
our Readers todetermine. ‘T’he three engravings are well exe- 
cuted: the laft, which exhibits a view of the infide of the Ta- 
bernacle, and of the Holy of Hollies, feems to ‘have been bor- 
rowed from a plate in the late Dr. [aac Watts’s Scripture 


Hiftory. K. 





Arr. VIL. Political Difquifitions 2 Or, an Euquiry into pubic Errors, 
Defedts and Abufes. Alukrated by and eftablifhed upon Fats and 
Remarks extracted from a variety of Authors, ancient and modern, 
Calculated to draw the timely Attention of Government and 
Peopce to a due Confideration of the Neceffity, and the Means 
of reforming thofe Errors, Defects, and Abufes; of reftoring the 
Conftitution, and faving the State. Vol.1. 8vo. 65. bvuards. 
Dilly. 1774. 

T was, if we miftake not, a remark of the celebrated Dr. 

Tillotfon’s, ¢ that it feemed extremely difficult, if not al- 
moft impoflibJe, for a man to ftep over the threfhold of a court, 
and preferve his honefty.”. The keeneft fatyrift could hardly 
have thrown out a farcafm more fevere than this declaration of 
the gentle Archbifhop. Yet if this obfervation gives us a true 
idea of courts and ftatefmen, we muf neverthelels fuppofe that 
the evil does not neceflarily arife from the very nature of go- 

vernment and the conduct of civil fociety, but from the ill 

management, or artful and corrupt defigns, of perfons to whom 

this great and important truft, the care of the ftate, is com- 
mitted. 

Politics, or the art of government, is frequently reprefented 
as fomewhat very myftericus, and foaring far above vulzar ap- 
prehenfions. Statefmen and lawyers may be well pleafed with 
the prevalence of fuch a perfuafion: and no doubt there are 
fubjetts of this kind which common capacities, unufed to poli- 
tical enquiries, would not be fufficient to inveftigate and dire. 
lo prefide over a large community with fuch happy influence 
as may fuffice to prevent, or duly correct, thofe evils and abufes 

which 
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which naturally fpring up in human fociety, and to diffe, 
peace and profperity through all ranks and conditions,—to y 
tain thefe great and defirable ends, will require the able 4 
lents, and the nobleft difpofitions ; but as for thofe ftate-trich 
and little arts which merely ferve to promote a temporary viey 
or anfwer fome felfith purpofe, as they are unworthy of a 
elevated genius, fo are they practifed only by men who are jg, 
capable of acting upon more exalted principles. 

The obfervation which was made by one of the fathers q 
the facred fcriptures, feems to be very properly applied to poli. 
tics by the Author of the work now before us, ¢ the lamb 
wade in them, and the elephant fwim.’ The remark of th 
great Mr. Locke is alfo pertinently introduced, viz. * Thy 
politics (in the common and confined fenfe) are only commoy 
fenfe applied to national inftead of private concerns.’ Froq 
hence it follows, that the generality of the. people may form 
proper conclufions concerning public and national affairs, 4. 
thdtieh they may not be capable of developing or removing 
thofe difficulties and myfteries which ftate lawyers or others may 
throw in the way, in order to conceal the truth, 

In his general preface to this work, our Author obferves, that 
* in a country which pretends to be free, and where, confe 
quently, the people ought to have weight in the government, 
it is peculiarly neceflary that the people be poffefled of juft no 
tions of the intereft of their country, and be qualified to diftin. 
euifh between thofe who are faithful to them, and thofe who 
betray them. it muft, I think, fill every generous mind with 
indignation, to fee our good-natured countrymen abufed over 
and over, from generation to generation, by the fame ftate 
dog-tricks repeatedly played upon them, by a fucceffion of pre 
tended patriots, who, by thefe means, have {crewed out theif 
predeceflors, and wormed themfelves into their places. To 
teach the people a fet of folid political principles, the know 
ledge of which may make them proof againft fuch grofs abute 
is one great object of this publication.’ | 

Should this Writer be thought to have indulged fome warmth 
in the above paflage, or in other parts of his work, it is, we 
are perfuaded, nothing more than the natural effect of an honeft 
zeal for the liberty and welfare of his country, and a juft dif- 
dain of thofe meafures which under colour of regard to the 
public weal are chiefly intended to accomplifh fome private de- 
figns. If minifters of ftate, or fuppofed patriots, are profecute 

ing fuch ends, let them be expofed and cenfured ! If owf Au 
thor writes with fpirit, it is not of the fa@ious kind. He does 
not wifh that the Britifh conftitution fhould be overthrown, of 
that a republican form of government fhould be introduced’ 
he appears to be animated with a true and hearty folicitude for 
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the welfare and profperity of this nation, according to the {pi- 
rit of revolution principles. Speaking in one part of his work 
concerning commonwealths, he thus exprefles himfelf: * There 
fas hardly ever been known a pure commonwealth ; though 
many an unmixed monarchy or tyranny. The Englif republic, 
which was demolifhed by the villainous Cromwell, was one of 
the moft unmixed that ever was known.—Now I am mention- 
ing republican government, I take this opportunity of entering 
an exprefs caveat againft all accufation of a defire to eftablith 
republican principles. I do not think a friend to this nation is 
obliged to promote a change in the conftitution. The prefent 
form of government by King, Lords, and Commons, if it 
could be reftored to its fpirit and efficiency, might be made 
to yield all the liberty, and all the happinefs, of which a great 
and good people are capable in this world. ‘T’herefore I do not 
think it worth while to hazard any confiderable commotion for 
the fake merely of changing the conftitution from limited mo- 
narchy to republican government, though I hardly know the 
rifque it would not be worth while to run for the fake of 
changing our government from corrupt to tncorrupt.’ 

Though we agree with this Writer as to the greater part of 
what is faid in the above quotation, we are yet fo far from be- 
ing of opinion that it would be advantageous or requifite to 
hazard any confiderable commotion for the fake of exchanging a 
limited monarchy for a republican government, that we think 
it would not be worth while on this account to hazard any com- 
motion at all; fince this part of the Englifh conftitution appears 
admirably adapted for promoting and eftablifhing national peace 
and happinefs, Our Author wifhes to rouze a general atten- 
tion to the errors and abufes of this excellent plan, that they 
may be correGted and reformed. But if it is true that men in 
power avail themfelves of thefe very errors and abufes to patch 
up a prefent fyftem, or to eftablifh themfelves in places of pros 
fit, then how heartlefs, in great meafure, is the undertaking ! 
Gentlemen at the head of the law well know how oppreflive 
and irkfome to the fubjeéts are the rules and forms of office, 
with all the myfticifm, and the delays, which often have no 
manner of connection with equity and juftice; yet thefe evils 
may be attended with great advantages to fome in the profef- 
fion, and therefore it may be concluded they are fuffered to re- 
main: neverthelefs, a ferious attempt to remove them, would 
be highly worthy the zeal of a rea/ patriot. 

owever, while our politician defires to engage the fteady 
tegard of the people in general to the confiderations he has to 
otter, he apprehends that our ftatefmen and legiflators may gain 
lights from his colletions, and meet with hints which, he ob- 
ferves, if properly purfued, may lead them to meafures of a 
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more generous kind, than that feries of poor and temporary eX 

pedients, by which they have Jong made a fhift to patch up mat. 

ters, and barely keep the machine of government trom burftin 

in ruins about ‘them, while the efficiency of the contftitutiog 
as will too clearly appear in the fequel) is annihilated. 

© The ableft politicians, he adds, have always been the moft 
defirous of infofmation. The great Colvert ufed-to declate, 
that he thought his time well fpent in perufing an hundred pro- 

fals for advancing the wealth, the commerce, and the glo 
of France, if but one of them deferved to be encouraged, If, 
on the contrary, any /eviathan of power fhews himfelf bent on 
other objects than the public good, and with a brutal effron. 
tery prefumes publicly to turn into ridicule all that tends to 
national benefit, and to declare, as ‘fome ftatefmen have been 
known to do, that he knows of only one engine of govern- 
ment, viz. * finding every man’s price, and giving it-to him;’ 
it is to be hoped, that the independent people will find a hook 
for his jaws, and be able to drag him out of the fea of power, 
in which he wallows, that the veflel of the ftate may fail in 
fafety. To point out thofe enemies of mankind, and ‘to ani- 
mate the independent people againft them, is as great a fervice 
as can be done the public. Whether thefe collections will, 
in any degree, produce this effeét, remains to be feen.’ 

There may be much quibbling and fallacy in our party 
fquabbies, yet furely there muit be a right and a wrong in go- 
vernment as in other things. ‘The fpirit of the conftitution 
and the intereft of the nation are fixed things; nor can it be 
fuppofed, as this Writer remarks, that they are to be altered 
backward and forward according as a Harley, a Walpole, or a 
Pelham, fhall be in or out of place. On thefe principles, we’ 
are told, he * determined to take the fenfe of mankind on the 
great and interefting points of government, and to fee what 
experience teaches to expedt from wife and upright, as well as 
from blundering and corrupt adminiftration.” He applied, it is 
added, ‘ the leifure hours of many years to the perufal of the beft 
hiftorical and political books, antient and modern, and made 
collections to the quantity of many folio volumes.’ 

He gives us a lift of fome of the various and voluminous 
writings which he has perufed: the refult of his labours, with 
his own inferences and obfervations, he propofes to lay be- 
fore the public in this and fome fucceeding volumes. And 
though the fubject of the fubfequent volumes is to be a conti-: 
nuation of what is treated in this firft, viz. An Enquiry into 
public Abufes, and the Means of correcting them; it is yet his 
intention that this, and every fucceeding volume, fhould be in 


fuch a manner complete and independent, ¢ as to be fit to ftand 
by 
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by itfelf without any of the others; as if each volume was a 
different book.’ 

Should it be alledged, © that a private gentlentan, who has 
never been employed in the ftate, is the lels qualified to be of 
fervice to the public ;’ our Author anfwers in the words of 
Harrington, ‘1 ftudy not without great examples, nor out of 
my calling ; either arms or this art being the proper trade of a 
gentleman. JA man may be intrufted with a fhip, and be a good 
pilot too, yet not underftand how to make fea charts. To fay 
that a man may not write of government, except he be a ma- 
giftrate, is as tabfurd as to fay, that a man may not make a 
fea chart unlefs he be a pilot. It is known, that Chri/fopher 
Columbus made a chart in his cabinet, that found out the /ndies; 
The magiftrate that was good at his fteerage, never took it ill 
of him that brought him a chart, feeing whether he would ufe 
jt or no, was at his own choice; and if flatterers, being the 
worft fort of crows, did not pick out the eyes of the living, the 
thip of government, at this day throughout Chriftendom, had 
not ftruck fo often as fhe has' done. To treat of affairs, 
fays Machiavel, which as to the conduct of them appertain to 
others, may be thought a great boldnefs ; but if I commit ertors 
in writing, thefe may be known without danger; whereas, if 
they commit errors in acting, fuch come not otherwile to be 
known than in the ruin of the commonwealth.’ | 

The chief defign of the volume now before us, is to fhow, 
that our parliaments are, at prefent, on fuch a footing, as to 
the inadequate ftate of reprefentation, the enormous length of 


their period, and minifterial influence prevailing in them, that . 


their efficiency for the good of the peaple is nearly annihilated, 
and the fubverfion of the conflitution and ruin of the ftate is 
(without timely reformation of thefe abufes) the confequence 
unavoidably to be expected. The fituation of the Britifh par- 
fiament at this time is indeed unhappy, and the ill effeéts arifin 
from hence to the public are but too evident. But this Author 
enters into a particular difcuffion of the fubject, interweaving 
the materials he has colleéted with his own refleCtions: and 
here he appears not only in the Hight of a fincere friend to the 
welfare of his country, but alfo as a judicious end fenfible, though 
Not elegant, writer, who prefents a Variety of entertaining, in- 
frudtive, and ufeful matter to the public confideration. | 

_ This volume confifts of four books, which are fubdivided 
ito chapters, The firft book treats briefly of government, and 
the neceffity of its laws and fan@tions. It fhews that the people 
are the foundation of authority, and the ’laft -refource of govern- 
aie and confiders the advantages of parliamentary reprefen- 
ation, which have recommended it to many nations. ° 
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Parliaments are the fubje& of the fecond book, particu. 
larly their deficiency and irregularity, when, by eftablifhmenr, 
they form an inadequate reprefentation of the people, and their 
period becomes too Jong. Here we are fhewn what would be 
adequate parliamentary reprefentation ; with the difadvantages of 
the contrary. A view is taken of the prefent ftate of parliae 
mentary reprefentation ; the queftion how it came to be thus 
inadequate is difcufled ; the evil of allowing boroughs fo difpros 
portionate a fhare in parliamentary reprcfentation is fet before. the 
reader, and the book is concluded with an account of propofals 
offered by various perfons for redrefling this irregularity. 

Book the third confiders the fecond conftitutional irregula. 
rity in our parliaments, viz. the exceffive length of their periad, 
Here we are reminded that parliaments were originally annual; 
a brief hiftory is given of the lengthening and fhortening of 
parliaments; examples are produced of feveral nations who 
have fhewn a fear of inveterate power, to which the example 
of the Englifh is added as difcovering, in fome inftances, an 
apprehenfion of danger from the fame caufe ; fome arguments 
are offered for foort parliaments, and the two laft chapters treat 
of exclufion by rotation, and of electing by ballot. 
. The fourth book gives an account of the effe&ts of the above 
irregularities, one of which is, that members of parliament no 
longer hold themfelves refponfible to the people, tis fhewn, that the 
denial of fuch refponfibility is a novel do&rine; and feveral 
arguments are offered to prove that members of parliament are 
thus refponfible. Another effect here brought under review is, 
unwarrantable privileges afjumed by the houfe of commons. Patliae 
mentary privileges, and profecutions, it is argued, have been 
too generally frivolous and unjuft. Excluding the people from the 
houfe of commons, and punifhing thofe who publifo [peeches made there, 
are particularly enquired into; and the book is finifhed bya 
ehapter on abjentees from the houfe, and members neglecting pare 
Kamentary bufinefs. 

The laft book is intitled Parliamentary Corruption, ‘The ori- 
gin, funds, and materials of corruption are fet before us ; core 
ruption in eleétions is reprefented ; with ftatutes, refolutions, 
&c. againft thefe proceedings ; and this volume is clofed by ob- 
fervations on minifterial influence in the houfe. 

From this fhort account of the plan, our Readers will form 
fome notion of what is to be expected from the performance. 
We fhall proceed to lay three or four extracts before thems 
which may give an idea in what manner the plan is executed, 
The Writer’s view of government in general is thus reprefented: 
¢ That government only can be pronounced confiftent with the 
defign of all government, which allows to the govern 7 
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liberty of doing what, confiftently with the geweral good, they 
may defire to do, and which only forbids their doing the con- 
trary. Liberty does not exclude reftraint ; it only excludes uns 
reafonable reftraint. ‘To determine precifely how far perfonaf 
liberty is compatible with the general good, and of the propriety 
of focial conduct in all cafes, is a matter of great extent, and 
demands the united wifdom of a whole people. And the con- 

nt of the whole people, as far as it can be obtained, is indif- 
penfably neceffary to every law, by which the whole people ara 
to be bound; elfe the whole people are enflaved to the one, or 
the few who framed the laws for them, 

© Werte a colony to emigrate. from their native land, and 
fettle ina new. country, On what would they propofe to beftow 
their chief attention ? on fecuring,the happinefs of the whole ? 
or on the aggrandizement of the governor? If the latter, all 
mankind would pronounce thofe colonifts void of common fenfe. 
But in every abfolute monarchy, the aggrandizement of the 
governor is the fupreme object, and the happinefs of the people 
is to yield to it. Were onlya handful of friends to form them- 
felves into one of thofe little focieties we call clubs, what 
would be their object? the advantage of the company, or the 
power of the chairman? Very fhrewd was Rumbald’s faying in 
Charles II’s time, viz. ** He did not imagine the Almighty in- 
tended, that the greateft patt of mankind fhould come into the 
world with faddles on their baeks, and bridles in theic mouths, 
and a few ready booted and fpurted to ride the reft to death.” 

From the view which. this Writer takes of parliamentary 
reprefentation. in Great Britain, he draws the following con- 
clufion; ¢ The Britifh government, therefore, taking it accord 
ing to its avowed ftate, is neither abfolute monarchy nor li- 
mited monarchy, nor ariftocracy nor democracy, nor a mixture 
of ‘monarchy, ariftocracy, and democracy ; but may be called 
& ptochocracy (the Reader will pardon a new word) or govern 
ment of beggars. For a few beggarly boroughs do avowedly 
cle the moft important part of the government, the part which 
commands the purfe. It is true, this is only the oltenfible 
flate of things, The Britith government is really a juntocracy, 
(I doubt the Reader will now think I prefume on his good na- 
ture} or government by a minifter and his'crew. For the court 
direéts the beggars whom to choofe,—Is this the univerfally 
admired and univerfally envied Britifh conftitution ? How much 
more proper would a petition have been from the friends of 
liberty to the King, to fet:himfelf at the head of a plan for re- 
ftoring independency to parliament, than petitioning him te dif- 
folve that which was then fitting ?” f 
. That the Reader may judge for him(elf of the monftrous 
tegularity of parliamentary reprefentatign, this Writer pro- 
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duces a view of it, as given by the learned and laborious Browne 
Willis, Efq; in his Notit. Param. From whence it appears, 
that, * taking the whole reprefentative for South and North 
Britain, the members for counties are only 131 of the 558 5 of 
which 131, 42 are for Scotland and Wales. The members, 
therefore, for the boroughs and cinque ports, which ought nee 
to be one in ten compared with thofe for the counties, are 382, 
above four times as many. So that for one member who may 
be fuppofed to come fairly into the houfe, four (if we except 
a few for the great cities) are fent by the pooreft people, di- 
rected by court influence.’ | 
 Befides the inequality of reprefentatron occafioned by the 
boroughs (moft of whofe charters it would probably bea 
preat blefling to the public to take away) our Author confiders 
another caufe of it in the following paragraph. In antient 
times, when parliaments were firft eftablifhed, there was no 
property but that of Jand. ‘Therefore all powers, and all ho- 
nours, weré heaped on landed men. ‘The confequence was, 
that the landed intereft was too well reprefented, to the detri. 
ment (in our times) of the mercantile and monied. This ig: 
an-oceafion of various evils. For many of our country gen- 
tlemen are but bad judges of the importance of the mercantile 
intereft, and do not wifely confult it in their bills and aéts, \ OF 
this kind are the game-act, the dog-act, and taxes on every ne- 
eeflary of life, which give our rivals in trade a great advantage 
overus. And minifters, to curry favour with the houfe of coms 
mons, are tempted'to burden commerce with taxes, for the fake 
of ‘eafing the landed intereft. See the art of Walpole * to this 
purpofe, by propofing to eafe the land of one fhilling in the 
pound, and laying a duty on falt for three years, to make up 
the deficiency: . It was objected to this propofal, that the falt- 
duty was always reckoned a grievous burden on the manufac- 
turing poor, and was therefore taken off; and that it was 4 
{trange paracox, that the landed gentlemen were poorer than the 
_poor, and therefore in more need of relief from a heavy tax. 
Fe is the over-balance of the power in the hands of the Janded 
men, that has produced the bounty on the exportation of corn, 
which increafes the manufacturer’s expence of living, and dif- 
courages the exportation of our manufactures. This is, in the 
end, hurtful to the landed intereft. But ‘fhort-fighted and 
felfith ‘men do not fee it in that light, nor will feem to under- 
ftand, that the land-tax, while nominally three fhillings in the 
‘pound, is not really nine pence. The time.was, when land 
“ity Engldnd might have been purchafed for a soth part of its 
prefent value. What has given it the 49 parts additional 
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worth ? Can any one imagine, the difference is owing to any 
thing but our trade and manufactures >—T he intereft of mer- 
chants is fo much the intereft of the nation, that there can 


hardly be too many merchants in parliament. The London. 
members almoft always vote on the fide of; liberty. It is ob-. 


jected, that each merchant will probably vote in parliament for 
what is moft for the advantage of his own particular branch, ; 
True. Therefore let a confiderabie number of merchants al- 
ways have feats in the houfe, and then ail different interefts 
will be confulted. It has likewife been argued, that mer- 
chants are bad members, becaufe they are liable to be influ- 
enced in favour of the court by government contracts, But. 
here again comes in my obfervation concerning partial refor- 
mations. Correct the other abufes, and court influence will 
become impoffible.—As to the monied intereft, if the public 
debts are not to be paid, or fome fubftantial fecurity found for 
them, it would be very proper that the monied intereft (as 
fuch) fhould have reprefentation in parliament. Elfe, what 
fecurity have we that a profligate court will not fhut up the. 
Exchequer, as Charles Il. did, and obtain by corrupt means 
the fanction of parliament for the meafure ? It is indeed alledged, 
that the mercantile, manufactural, and monied interefts are re- 
prefented by the members for the cities and boroughs. But this 
is nothing to the purpofe; becaufe the qualification required, 
is always to be in land.’ 
On this fubject of inadequate reprefentatton, our Author is led. 
to reprehend one of our moft eminent law-writers, who not-. 
withftanding his great knowledge and abilities, has in fome ine 
ftances expofed himfelf to deferved cenfure. ‘ If therefore,’ it is 
oblerved, ¢ Judge Blackftone did, at the time he wrote the 172d 
page of the firft vol. of his Commentaries, recolleé&t the miferable 
ftate of reprefentation in our times, it is inconceivable how he 
could bring himfelf to write as he has done. . ‘* Only fuch are 
entirely excluded from voting for members,” fays he, ‘* as can, 
bave no will of their own” (meaning poor and dependent peo- 
ple without. property). * There is hardly a free agent to be. 
found, but what is entitled to a vote in fome place or other in 
the kingdom.”” Did the learned Judge confider, what he him- 
elf has obferved, that the borough-members are four times as 
fumerous as the county-members; that a few thoufand of. 
¢leftors fend in the majority of the houfe; that in many places 
a handful of beggars fends in as many members as the great and 
rich county of York, or city of Brifiol? Did the learned Judge 
confider thefe fhocking abfurdities, and monftrous difpropor- 


ions, or did he confider the alarming influence the court has in 
parliament, when he wrote what follows, viz. ‘* If any altera- 
fon might be withed, or { uggefted in the prefent frame of par- 
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liament, it fhould be in favour of a more complete reprefen. 
tation of the people ?” What, are we to be put off with a cold 
if in a cafe where our country lies bleeding to death ? * If an 
alteration might be wifhed”—Let us go on then, and fay, Jf the 
deliverance of ourfelves and our pofterity from deftruction might 
be wifhed; if any ‘alteration of what might bring us-to ruin 
might be wifhed—any alteration fromm a mockery rather than 
the reality of reprefentation,—any alteration from 300 placetien 
and venhoners fitting in the houfe of commons,—any altera- 
tion from a corrupt court’s commanding the majority of the elec- 
tions into the houfe, and of the votes, when in it,—any alte. 
ration from the parliament’s becoming a mere outwork of the 
court—If it is, at laft to be doubted, whether the faving of our 
country is to-be wifhed, what muft become of us? Had a hack- 
rieyed court-hireling written in this manner, it had been no 
matter of wonder. - But if the moft intelligent men in the na- 
tion are to exdeavour to perfuade the people that there is hardly 
room fer a wilh, that there ‘is fearce any thing capable of alte- 
ration for the better, (the Judge’s four volumes are a continued 
panegyric) at the very time when there is hardly any thing in 
the condition jt ought to be in, at the time when we have 
upon us every fymptom of a declining ftate, when we are fink- | 
ing in a bottomlefs gulph of debt and corruption, the fpirit of 
the confliiution gone, the foundations of public fecurity thaken, 
and the whole fabric ready to come down in ruins on our heads, 
—if they who ought to be the watchmen of the public weal 
are thus to damp all propofals for redrefs of grievances—Que 
ves fumma loco? In what condition is this once free and vir- 
tuous kingdom likely foon to be ?’ , 
Poffibly our Author may be thought, by fome, to bear ra- 
ther too hard on the learned civilian, as to the particular paf- 
fages which are here cited, though there are others whith no 
doubt give occafion for rebuke; efpecially as he appears to 
atknowlidge, very coolly indeed, that fome alteration might be 
made for the better; and he is fpeaking perhaps of original con- 
ftitutions, and not fo much of the prefent ¢orruption and abufe 
of them. However, it is not generally to be expected, of is 
perhaps feldom found, that gentlemen of the law are thorough 
friends to liberty ; they are fo confined by the forms and rules 
of their profeffion, and fometimes it may be by other confider 
ations, that they do not examine always according to the direc 
tion of reafon and humanity: though as men: of learning, and 
of fenfe and virtue, they ought to be fuperior to thefe fhackles. 
From this Writer’s arguments for fhortening- the duration of 
parliaments, let us infert the following lines: * Length of pat 
liament deftroys all refponfibility, makes our delegates our m* 
fters, and erects them into an auguft aflembly, whom we sae: 
n 
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fot approach but in the humble guife of petition. — With what 
hone(t views can the court defire long parliaments ? Parlia- 
mentary flavery is flower, but furer, than quo warrantos, and 
the other oppreffive acts of tyranny, which alarm the people, 
and defeat themfelves.— All wife nations, and all good princes, 
have approved of frequent meetings with their parliaments and 
diets. Our Edwards and Henries often put a ftop to the courfe 
of their victories to meet parliament. The Spaniards were pe- 
culiarly cautious about the frequency of their ftate meetings. — 
In France, under Clovis, Pepin, Charlemagne, Capet, and his fuc- 
ceflors for ages, the meetings of the ftates were cherifhed. 
Lewis XI, and moft of his fucceffors, have promoted a contrary 
{cheme of government without the people. ‘The confequences 
have been continual infurre€tions, tumults, and leagues. 
The length of parliaments dejecéts the fpirits of the few patriots 
who are ftill left. At the fitting down of a new parliament, they 
Jofe all hope of redrefs for many years; and the depreffion of 
their courage is the triumph of the court, and gives them oppor- 
tunity for rivetting the chain —/Valpole, A. D. 1735, when the 
houfe was moved about fhortening parliaments, faid, It would 
be dangerous ; for that ic would make the government demo- 
cratical, by giving factious men too much game to play. This 
was truly Walpolian, that is, jefuitical. In whofe hands ought 





‘the power to be? In thofe of a corrupt court ? Will it be fafer 


there than in the hands of the original proprietors, I mean the 


people? Is the court likely to confult'the people’s intereft, with 
more diligence and fidelity than the people themfelves? The 


court may be rich, though the nation be ruined. But if the 
nation be ruined, what is to become of the people? 

In the fame chapter our Author reafons in this manner: 
* Many writers lay great ftrefs on I know not what imaginary 
danger from unbalancing the power of the three eftates. For my 


‘part, 1 own I am fo dull, that I can fee but one danger refpect- 


ing thé interior of the kingdom, viz. the danger of the people’s 
being enflaved by the fervants of the crown. Suppofe the power 
of King and Lords diminifhed to what degree the Reader 
pleafes; if the people of property in general were free and 
happy, could the King and Lords be unhappy ? Would the 
King and the Lords have juft reafon to complain if they were 
happy? Does any friend to his fellow-creatures wifh the King 
and Lords to poflefs power for any other purpofe than the gene- 
ral happinefs ? Can we not imagine a ftate, in which the people 
might be very happy, in which King and Lords poffefled much 
lefs power than they doin this country? Can we not imagine 
a very happy ftate, in which there was neither King nor Lords? 

hat is the neceffity of a check on the power of the Commons 


_ by King and Lords? Is there any fear, that the Commons be 


I 4 too 
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too free to confult the general good? Muft the reprefentatives 
of the people be checked and clogged in promoting the intereft 
of their conftituents? If there be not fome neceflity for this, 
(which to me feems as rational] as to fay, there ought to be a 
check to prevent individuals from being too healthy, or toa 
virtuous) 1 cannot fee the folidity of that reafoning which lays 
fo great ftrefs on the neceffity of a balance, or equality of power 
among the three eftates, or indeed ({peculatively or theoretically 
fpéaking) of a neceflity of any more ¢ffates than one, viz. an 
adequate reprefentation of the people, unchecked and uninflu- 
enced by any thing but the common intereft ; and that they 
appoint refponfible men for the execution of the laws made by 
them with the general approbation. Yet fome writers of no 
{mall note affeét to regret the fuppofed weaknefs of the Crown 
and houfe of Lords, when fet againft the Commons, becaufe 
the latter commands the purfe. ‘* The King’s legiflative power, 
fays my efteemed friend Mr. Hume, is no check to that of the 
Commons.” And why, I pray you, fhould it be a check? 
Again, ‘* Though the King has a negative in the pafling of 
Jaws, yet this, in fact, is efteemed of fo little moment, that 
whatever is voted by the two houfes is fure * to be peffed into 
a law, and the royal affent is little better than a mere form.” 
What would this gentleman have? Ought a King,.a fingle in- 
dividual, or a handful of lords, to have the power of /fcpping the 
bufinefs of the whole Britifh empire according to their caprice, 
or their interefted views, whofe intereft may often be imagined 
hy themfelves at leaft) to lie very wide of the general weal? 
can fee very clearly the ufe.of a check on the power of a 
ing or Lords ; but I own I have no conception of the advan- 
tage of a check on the power of the people, or. their.incorrupt 
or unbiafled reprefentatives. The fame eminent writer feems 
to think a certain competent degree of court-influence by offices 
neceffary. Fog my part, I look on every degree, great or mall, 
of miniiterial power in parliament as a deadly poifon in the 
vitals of the conftitution, which muft bring on its deftruction.’ 
If any part of the aboye paragraph favours of republican prin- 
ciples, we muft flill remember this Writer’s declaration, al- 
ready quoted, in favour of our Britith conftitution, An avowed 
enemy indeed he js to minifterta] influence ; and perfons who 
coolly confider the fituation of things among us at this day, will 
no doubt fee there is fufficient reafon to fear and complain of 
it. Could there be found a man, or a fet of men, who were 
erfe&ly wife and good, almoft any form of government might 
be directed to render a people happy. But in the prefent ftate 





* Queen Elizabeth rejected 40 bills, and King William III. one, 
if not mere. , . Che 
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tnd, where human weaknefs ahd frailty muft, in one 

. a difcover itfelf, we cannot but regard the Eng 
ib conftitution, when rightly modified and managed, as bear- 

‘ the moft favourable afpe&t toward the public welfare. 

" The oppofers of annual partliaments,’ adds our’ politician, 

s fay, every thing will be fiuciuating under them, and no nation 

will treat with yous no war can be profecuted with fuccefs, Se. 
Have they then forgot, that the treaties of Bretigny and Troyes 

were concluded, and the victories of Cregy and Agincourt gained, 

under the aufpices of annual parliaments? On the contrary, 

« jt is thought by many, (fays the author of: Pref. to Fragm. 
Polyb.) that the feptennial aé&t, 4. D. 1716, was the fevereft 
, flab the liberties of the people of England ever received,” — 
| Politicians have laid down for a maxim, that if kings were ré~ 
publican in their meafures of adminiftration, fubjects would be 
royalifis in their obedience. Our kings have it in their own 

. oe tate power to do the nation a prodigious fervice. ‘Ihe King 


aa ~~ e- BB -- 


2 
‘ 


can diflolve every parliament at the end of the firft feffion; 


f which would make parliaments annual.. But this-would be a 
plying prerogative to the advantage of the people; where kings 
) generally think it is intended for their advantage, and to keep the . 


people dqwn.—The mere-reducing of, parliaments to triennial, - 
' is {urely avery partial correétion. It is only ftopping one 
; Jeak inten. For fuppofing parliaments were triennial, fo lon 
: as a few thoufands (in{ftead of many hundred thoufands) have 
1 the power of fending in a majority of the houfe, it will be in | 
? the power of the Treafury to-influence elections. And fo long : 
a as there is no penalty for fitting in the haufe of commons, and, 
. at the fame time, enjoying a place, or penfion, fo long there 


t will be danger, left the yotes of the members he influenced by | 
s acorrypt.court.. And fo long as the fame individuals may be | 
$ _ geturned again and again, without neceflity of exclufion by rota- 1 
l, tion, fo long it will be worth the minifter’s while to influence 
e them, and worth their while to bribe their electors. But if par- i} 
. liaments were annual with exclufion by rotation, if the! power 1 
- of eleGting were equally diftributed, as it ought to be, amon i 
|- men of property, fo that no one member could be eleéted by | 
d fewer than a majority of 809 votes; and if no member could 

‘0 7 place, or penfion, while he fat in the houfe of commons, i 
i ‘winder a fevere penalty—if all thefe reftorations of the confti- 4 

of tution were brought about, I will engage, that court-influence | 

re in parliament fhall be impoffble” © > : 

ht Without farther remarks, we fhall only add a few lines from 

te theconclufion of the yolume. 5 st. ) 
“ ‘ From a due confidération ‘of what this firft volume alone | 
; exhibits, which is but.a fmall-part of the public abufes of the 

- tunes, every thoughtful reader will fee great reafon for fears-and 


appre- 
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apprehenfions. The time to prevent public diforders is, Now, 
before the diforders begin. ‘The beginning of public difotders, 
we have feafon to apprehend, will be a diminution of 'the Value 
of ftocks, It is the intereft of every man in the Britijfh empire 
to prevent this diminution. The means of preventing it are 
aflociations for fupport of public credit. A model for thefe 
aflociations, we have by ‘looking back to the tranfattions 
of the year 1745. Public credit cannot fink, if the mation 
unites infupporting it ; atid the time for this union is, Now, be. 
fore it begins to totter, Should it even be found (‘which “God 
forbid) that the ufual ways and means are likely, through fai- 
lure of commerce, &c. to come fhort of a fufficiency for paying 
the. public creditors their full dividend, England has ftill greater 
refources untouched, as taxing all legacies, left by others than 
parents, hufbands, and wives, introducing by degrees Sir Math, 
Daker’s method of taxation, and leflening by degrees the hum- 
ber of our prefent tax-gatherers, reducing the devouring arm 
taxing faddle-horfes, and other articles of luxury, and all sub 
lic diverfions, reducing. the enormous number, and retrenchine 
the exorbitant incomes of places, &c. of all which more fully 
hereafter. 

¢ May a beam of celeftial light, dire&ted by that effica- 
cious voice, which of old faid, Let there be light, irradiate the 
mind of Him whom divine providence hath placed fupreme in 
the government of this great empire; that he may fee the things 
which belong to his and the nation’s peace, before they be for 
ever hid from his eyes. And, when guided by that heavenly 
lights; he fets himfelf at the head of a plan for reforming thele 
and the other abufes, which are the difgrace, and naturall 
tend to bring on the ruin of the ftate, may he find his people 
willing to fecond thofe views, the execution of which will ob- 
tain for him the moft illuftrious of-all titles, viz. father of his 
country, and will make Britain the glory of all lands.’ 

In this pious. and benevolent wifh, we are petfuaded évety 
friend to Britain, and every loyal fubjeé& to his Majefty,’ will 
unite. with the worthy Author :—to whofe public fpirited dil- 
fofition this country has been obliged (if we are not mifin- 
formed) for various literary communications, at various times, 
refpecting our civil and religious liberties. Hi. 





Art. VIL. Hanry the Second; or, the Fall of Rofamond: A Tragedy; 
as it is performed at the Theatre-Royal, Covent-Garden. Written 
by Thomas Hull. 8vo. 19. Od. Bell. 1774. 

W E honeftly acknowledge that we find ourfelves difpofed 

to treat Mr. Hull with fomewhat ofthe caidour and 
partiality of an old acquaintance: we mean, that ‘having been 
accuftomed for many years to fee him on the ftage, where he 
fuftains 
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fyftains a variety of parts with that inoffenfive decéncy which 
conciliates a kind of good will,and having always heard that 
jn private life he is a modeft, fenfible, and friendly man,—we 
therefore received his tragedy in a difpofition to ferve him as 
much as poffible with the Public : confiftently with our regard 
to juftice, and to the character of our own work. 

The occafion of his adventuring as a tragic poet, he thus re+ 
lates in his preface: * In the fummer of the year 1761, Mr. 
Shenftone had been prefent at the performance of a hafty alte- 
ration of Mr. Hawkins’s tragedy of Henry and Rofatnond, which 
] produced at the theatre at Birmingham, for the temporary ‘ufe 
of a paiticular friend. Undigefte and imperfect as it was, 
that excellent judge faid, there was a pathos in the ftory; 
which, notwithftanding the defects of the drama, made the re+ 
prefentation very pleafing. And he fignified his’ wonder, that 
fuch an affecting and popular tale fhould not have found its way 
to the ftage. Hence arofe many converfations on the fubject; 
all which terminated in his advifing me to make the flory my own. 
The known kindnefs of his heart, perhaps, gave mé credit 
for greater abilities than I really poffeffed. He continuéd to 
encourage me with a warmth which flatter$ me in the récdllecs 
tion; and, after I had left Warwickfhire, obliged me with fe- 
veral letters, to the fame: purpofe; which I {till preferve as va- 
luable reliéts.’ . 

We have a great opinion of the moral ¢haracter and fine 
tafte of Mr. Shenftone; and what Mr. Hull fays of him, does 
honour to his own heart : but Shenftone’s turn was nor to the 
fublime: he loved to faunter in fhady groves; to repofe on 
mofly banks ; to breathe his tender complaints among his fe- 
gueftered grots ; or to be foothed to reft by his murmuring 
rills, There never lived aman, whofe opinion of elegies and 
paftorals we fhould have preferred to.Mr. Shenftone’s ; but we 
fhould not have been difpofed to pay him the fame refpect in 
tragedy. | eee ere nr 

Mr. Shenftone’s death made Mr, Hull tay afide his plan; and 
he refumed it on the following occafion : * Mrs, Hartley’s arri- 
val, fays he, at Covent-Garden theatre, and the warm {clicita- 


=i ; Bons of 2 friend, induced me, once more, to refume ‘the de- 
fign. The happy fuitabitity ¢if I- may be allowed the phrafe) 


of her figure, to the defcription of Rofamond, as miay be found 
in Dr. Percy’s amufing and inftruétive collection of old Baltads, 
vol, ii, p. 1373 viz. 

Her. crifped lockes, like threads of golde, 

Appear’d to each man’s fight ; | 

Her fparkling eyes, &c. &c. : 
afifted by the foftnefs and gentlenefs of her demeanour, encou- 
raged me at length so make the attempt ; and the univerfal ap- 

probation 
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probation given by the Public to, her appearance, manner, and 
performance, on the firft reprefentation of this play, happily 
convinced me I was not fingular in my opinion.’ 

We are always unwilling to pafs any judgment that may at 
all injure a perfon in the profeffion by which he is fupported, 
or from which he derives his reputation. Mrs. Hariley’s firft 
appearance in Rofamond was much in character; lovely, and 
affecting : but when fhe. {poke, fome kind.of charm feemed to 
break, and the roughnelfs of her voice, and a bad method of ar- 
ticulating her words, made us.think no more of Rofamond, 
but of Mrs, Hartley, whofe faults we forgave for the beauty of 
her, appearance, We fuppofe this was the general cafe of the 
houfe ; and we advance our opinion in oppotition. to Mr. Hull, 
not to injure this agreeable actrefs, but to have an opportunity 
of fignifying our wifhes, that fhe would put.herfelf. under the 
care of fome perfow who would affift her in correting her voice, 
and improving her manner of {peaking. bn | 
Mr. Hull, in this tragedy, has adhered with much fidelity 
to the popular tale of Henry.and Rofamond, which. is fo well 
known to all our Readers, that we need not give them the ftory 
of the play.. They will be able to judge of Mr. Hull’s abilities 
as a wiiter by the following fcene ; | 


de me a = 
SCENE, an Apartment in the Bower, — 


ROSAMOND <ifcovered writing, ETHELINDA attending. 


Rosamonn. It is in vain—— my trembling hands deny 
Their wonted oftice——my diftraéted mind 
Revolyes a thoufand projects to regain 
Its vanifh’d peace; yet all by turns evade 
My feeble efforts ; like the lucid vapours, 
Which rife fucceffive in a fummer’s fky, 

And court out obfervation,~ yet are loft, 

‘Ere Fancy can aflign them name or fhape, 

Loft in the wide expanfe. - Ah me! how weak, 
How infufficient to its own defires, .2 
Is the poor breaft which honour hath deferted! 

ErHELINDA. Say, is it ought thy fervant can difcharge ? 
She withes to relieve thy woe, and shares 
Thy every pang. | 

Ros. . . Thy fympathizing heart 
Hath oft confol’d me, foften’d the rude hour 
Of bitter recollection, and repell’d — | 
Encroathing- agony-—— My Henry gave thee - - 
A Servant to my ufe; bat thy mild nature, 
So ill adapted to the lowly ftate 
Wherein thy lot was cait, taught me to change - 
That feryile title. for the name of Friend, ’ 


Eth. 
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Give me that office now, and let me {peak ° 
Thy meanings there. : 
1 know not what | mean. 
In vain, alas! fhe ftrives to pleafe herfelf, 45 
Who hath offended Virtue. On that paper — 
1 wifh’d to pour my duty to my father, 
Implore his dear forgivenefs, beg one blefiing, 
Ere yet he fleep in peace——-Oh, Rofamond! 
Well haft thou fpoke! for in the grave alone 
Can Clifford reft.——Peace and repofe on earth 
Thine impious offences have deny’d him. 
Ere this, perhaps, he is laid low in duft, 
And his laft hours were charg’d with grief and fhame, 
Hope better, my fair miftrefs ; raife thy thoughts 
From the dark mufings of defpondent woe, 
To thefe bright fcenes of happinefs and joy. 
I have no title to them; thefe bright fcenes 
May give delight to unpolluted breaits, 
But not to mine! The charmer, Happinefs, 
Hath long deferted me; with her lov’d mate, 
Seraphic Innocence, fhe wing’d her flight, 
] fear, for ever. This retir’d abode, 
Grac’d with each ornament inventive Fancy ‘ 
Can furnith, to allure th’ admiring eye, 
Serves but to fting me deeper with remorfe ; 
Upon my cheek imprint a ftronger glow 
Of confcious fhame, reflecting on the caufe, 
The wretched caufe, that brought me to their view. 
Thefe are the dictates of deforming fpleen, 
That to the low dejeéted mind prefents 
Falfe and difguitful objects. Henry’s abfence 
Is the fad fource that cafts this mournful gloom 
On all around; three days have now elaps’d 
Unmark’d by him and Love ; when he arrives, 
The bow’r, the groves, will wear a fairer afpect, 
And all be drefs’d in beauty and delight. 
*Tis true, I try to wear the {mile of joy 
In my dear conqueror’s fight: nay,, 1 do wear it; 
My heart acknowledges the foft delight 





- His prefence gives. Had I not lov’d too well, 


Ern, 


I had not been this wretch!—My foul doats on him! 
] live but in his looks, Why was he not | 
By fate ordain’d fome rultic villager, 
And I the miftrefs of a neighbour cot, 
That we had met, as happy equals do, 
And liv’d in pleafures unallay’d by guilt! 
Yet to engage the dear, the tender hours, 
Which royal Henry {pares from public toils; 
Tc call that heart your own, which all agree 
To love and honour; feaft upon thofe fmiles, 
Which millions figh for 





Ros, 
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Ros.  Ceafe, my Ethelinda; 
Thou know’ft not how thy words affiét my breaft. 
Think not, though fall’n from Innocence, my mind i 
Is callous tothe feelings of Humanity, 
Of Truth, or Juftice. P reflect fult oft, 
Ev’n in my happieft moments, there lives one 
Who has a right to Henry’s every hour, 
Each tender vow, and each attractive {mile : 
I know it, and condemn my feeble heart, 
For yielding to defires all moral laws 
Forbid, and in-born reafon difapproves. 
Err. You fchool yourfelf too harfhly. 
Ros, Oh, not fo ! 
I have much more to bear. I have not yet 
Learn’d the great duty Expiation claims: 
To part, my Ethelinda. 
Erx. Part! from whom? 
Ros. From Henry—from the monarch of my heart 3 
. My withes’ lord, my all of earthly blifs! 
Thou marvel’ft at my words—but it muft be ; 
It is the fole atonement I can make 
To a fond father’s woes, his injur’d fame, 
The tarnifh’d glories of a noble line, 
The royal Eleanor’s infulted rights, 
And my own confcious, felf-arraigning heart. 
Ers. Oh! donot flatter that fond heart with hope 
Of fuch‘exertive power! Beneath the trial, 
Your ftrength would fail, your refolution droop 5 
You could not yield him up. 
Ros. By my warm hopes 
Of mild renffion ‘to my great offences, 
I feel my bofom equal to the tafk, 
Hard as it is; fo Henry left me not 
In anger or unkindnefs, but refign’d me, 
With the dear care of a protecting friend, 
To the foft paths of penitence and peace, 
I would embrace the torment:it entail’d, 
And.blefs him for each pang. 
Etx. Behold he comes !—— 


The Reader will obferve that Mr. Hull has fucceeded in fome 
meafure in the fimplicity at which he has aimed, but his abilities 
are not equal to his undertaking. He wants the vigour and fire 
of a genius. There is, therefore, too great an uniformity in the 
tone of all his fentiments. Moft people will think that his play 
wants bufinefs; but we imagine that its principal recommen- 
dation is the fimplicity of the tale. His characters are not fuf- 
ficiently marked. They are all people in diftrefs, and they tell 
their grievances much in the fame manner. Shakefpeare’s cha- 
racters are all diftinguifhed as they are in nature; and this is the 
great art and bufinefs of a dramatic writer. M 
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Mr, Hull’s morality is generally unexceptionable ; but we ap- 

rehend that the great moral of the play is not obvious, if it 
: ood. it is evidently the author’s intention that, in the lan- 

ae of a good mamma, we fhould love every bady. Some reafons 
Thould have been affigned to excufe the connexion between Henry 
and Rofamond, and to create in the fpectator a regard for both, 
inftead of taking for granted, as the Author does, that the fpec- 
tator has that regard. This fault is not immediately felt by 
thofe of an Englifh audience, who are already prepoffeffed in 
their favour; but a ftranger to the common ballad of Henry 
and Rofamond might be greatly offended at this negle&t, and 
not be difpofed to think favourably of the fcope and defign of 
the piece, in a moral view. The good fentiments and maxims 
which it inculcates, are alfo. feebly exprefied. The following. 
is very true and important ; but lofes its effect by the feeblenefs 


of the phrafeology : 


The mind that feels its own demerits 
Needs no infli€tion from another’s tongue. 


We are glad to fee that the Author has attended to the ad- 
vice of his friends, and not put Clifford to death, as he did in 
the firft reprefentation *. We were much interefted in the laft 
moments of Rofamond ; and Clifford comes in, and falls down 
flap on the ftage. Mr. Hull intended to break our hearts ; but 
he cured us even of our concern for the unhappy Fair, and 
we all burft into a laugh. 

This play bas fome merit as a fimple and affedting ftory, 
rather patherically told. With all its defects, we think it 
may contribute to the entertainment of the Public, and hope 
it will redound to the advantage and credit of the Author. 

* 


* This play was firft ated for the Author’s benefit, in May, 1773. 
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Art. IX, Four Tradés, together with Two Sermons, on Political and 


Commercial Subje&s, By Jofiah Tucker, D. D.. Dean of Glocefter. 
8vo. 35. fewed. Rivington. 1774. 


MONG the various literary chara€ters by whom the pre- 
A fent age is at once adorned and benefited, the Dean of 
locefter is not the leaft confpicuous. But although by pro- 
feffion a divine, he is, perhaps, better known by his po/itical, 
and commercial than by his religious writings: a circumftance. 
which he feems, himfelf, to apprehend (as we gather from the 
preface to the publication before us) may have proved, in fome 
meafure, and with fome perfens, difadvantagcous to his cleri- 
cal reputation. I have, fays he, been repeatedly accufed of 
having made the whole of religion to confift in the promotion 
and extenfion of commerce; or, in other words, of mating 
trade 
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trade my religion * ; and that, according to my theory, the moft 
extenfive merchant, or the greate(t manufacturer, was THERES 
roreE the bef Chriftian.’ Now, adds the Dean, * if it be con. 
ceivable that I do maintain any fuch ftrange and heterodox doce 
trine, 1 humbly apprehend that the fermons here printed, will 
be the ‘likelieft of any which I have ever written, to confirm 
or refute this heavy charge.’ 

Dr. Tucker takes notice of ‘ another bill’ brought apaint 
him, containing a charge of * ignorance’ in his peculiar pro- 
feffion as a divine: £ that: having dedicated too much of his 
time to the ftudy of commerce, he hath fhamefully negle@ed 
to cultivate thofe fciences which more immediately belong to 
his clerical profeffion.’ To thefe charges, fays the Dean, ¢ | 
ftand MUTE; and as my Apology for the Church of England t,— 
my Six Sermons t—and my Letters to. the Rev. Dr. Kippis §, are 
now before the Public, let the impartial judge as they pleafe,’ . 

With refpe& to any charge, of a deficiency in point of reli- 
gious knowledge, brought againft the Author of thefe Traéts, 
we fhall only obferve, that,—in our opinion—it would be mach 
for the honour of the divines of this country, if the generality 
of them, who prefume to ftand forth as literary defenders of 
the faith and do@trines of our feveral churches, were poflefled of 
ef the learning, abilities, and candour, which this ingenious 

riter hath manifefted, in the publications to which he hath 
referred as above—with the modefty which ever accompanies 
good fenfe, and real merit. ) 

The firft of thefe Traéts is intended as an introduétion to 
thofe which follow it—to ferve as the da/s on which the fuc- 
ceeding arguments are founded, It is entitled, 
vf The great Queftion refolved, Whether a rich Country can fland a 
Competition with a poor Country (of equal natural Advantages) in raif- 
ing of Provifions, and Cheapne/s of Manufa@ures?—With fuitable In 
ferences and Deduéions.” 

. Dr. Tucker fets out with remarking that ‘ it has been a notion 
univerfally received, that trade and manufactures, if left at full h- 
Serty, will always defcend from .a richer to a poorer ftate ; fome- 
what in the fame manner as a ftream of water falls from higher to 
lower grounds; or as a current of air rufhes from a heavier toa 


Pe 





* This charge reminds us of an epigram written twenty years ago, 
on Paul -—_——-, a merchant of Carolina, a gentleman eminent 
for his attention'to dufne/s on Sundays: 


Paul the Martyr did maintain, 
That godlinefs is real gain ; : 
But Paul the-Merchant doth profefs, 
That real gain is godlinefs, 
+ See Review, vol. xlvi. p. 157. 
t Rev. vo}. xlvili. p. 59. § Ib. p. 185. 
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t of the atmofphere, in order to reftore the equilibrium. 
it is likewife inferred, very confiftently with this firt principle, soe 
when the poor country, 1n procefs of time, and by this influx o 

trade and manufaciores, is become relatively richer, the courfe of 
trafic will turn again > fo that by attending to this change, you,may 
difcover the comparative riches or poverty of each particular place 
ME eres reafons ufually affigned for this migration, or rather circus 
lation of induftry and commerce, are the following, viz, In rich 
countries, where mohey is plenty, a greatet quantity thereof 1s 
given for all the articles. of food, raiment, and dwelling : whereas 
in poor countries, where money is fcarce, a lefler quantity of it is 
made to ferve in procuring the like neceffaries of life, and in paying 
the wages of the fhepherd, the plowman, the artificer, and manu- 
faturer. The inference from all which is, that provifions are raifed, 
and goods manufactured much cheaper in poor countries than in 
rich ones: and therefore every poor country, if a near neighbour to 
a rich one, and if there is an eafy and commodious communication 
between them, mull unavoidably get the trade from it,—were trade 
to.be left at liberty to take its natural courfe. Nor will this increafe 
of agriculture and manufactures, whéreby the richer country is 

drained, «nd the poorer proportionably enriched, be {topped or pre- 
vented, till things are brought to a perfect level, or the tide of 
wealth begins to turn the other way. ; 

"© Now, according to this train of reafoning, one 2iarming and 
obvious confequence muit neceffarily follow, viz. That the provi- 
fons and manufactures of 4 rich country could never find a vent in 

poor ones, on account of the higher value, or dearer price fet upon 

them: whereas thofe of a poor country would always find a vent in 

arich one, becaufe they would be afforded the cheapeft at the com- 
mon market. 

' This being the cafe, can it be denied, that every poor country 
is the natural and unavoidable enemy of a rich one; efpecially if it 
fhould happen to be adjoining to it? And are not we fure beforehand, 
that it will never ceafe from draining it of its trade and commerce, 
induftry and manufactures, till it has at leait fo far reduced it, as 
to beon a level and equality with itfelf? Therefore the rich coun- 
try, if it regards its own intereits issobliged by a kind of felf- 
defeace to make war upon the poor one, and to endeavour to extir- 
pate all its inhabitants, in order to maintain itfelf in atu quo, or to 
prevent the fatal confequences of lofing its prefent influence, trade, 
and riches, For little lefs than a total extirpation can be fufficient 
to guard againft the evils to be feared from this dangerous rival, 
while it is diuffered to exitt. 

‘ But, the Author aiks, is this indeed the cafe?—One would not, 
heobferves, willingly run counter to the fettled notions of mankind ; 
and yet one ought not to make a facrifi¢e of truth to mere numbers, 
and the authority-of opinion ;. efpectally if it fhould appear that thefe 
are truths of great moment to the welfare of fociety.— With a be- 
coming deference, he adds, may it not be here afked,—Can you 
fuppofe that Divine Providence has really conftituted the order of 
things in fuch a fort, as to make the rule of national felf-preferve 
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tion to be inconfiflent with the fundamental principle of univerfal be, 
nevclence, and the doing as we would be done by? For my part, 
i muft confefs, 1 never could conceive that an all-wife, juft, ang 
benevolent Being would contrive one part of his plan to be fo con- 
tradictory to the other, as here fuppofed ;—that 1s, would lay us up. 
der one obligation as to morals, and another as to trade; or, jn 
fhort, make that to be our duty, which is not, upon the whole, and 
generally {peaking (even without the confideration of a future ftate) 
our intereft likewile.’ 

Our Author concludes therefore, a priori, that there muft be 
fome flaw in the preceding arguments, * plaufible as they feem, 
and great as they are upon the foot of human authority.’ For, 
he adds, ¢ though the appearance of things, at firft fight, makes 
for this conclufion, viz. ** That poor countries mujt inevitably 
“¢ draw away the trade from rich ones, and confequently impoverifp 
‘¢ them,’’ the fact itfelf CANNOT BE so. But, fays the Dean, 


‘ leaving all arguments of this fort, as being, perhaps, too me. | 


taphyfical for common ufe, let us have recourfe to others, 
wherein we may be affifted by daily experience and obfervation,’ 

He proceeds, accordingly, to {tate a f{uppofed cafe of a rich 
country, England, for example, poflefled of twenty millions of 
current fpecie, and a poor country, Scotland, for inftance, 
with only ¢qwo millions. * ‘The queftion, fays the Author, now 
is, Whether England will be able to fupport itfelf in its fuperior ins 
fluence, wealth, and credit? Or be continually on the decline.in 
trade and manufactures, till it is funk into a parity with Scotland; 
fo that the current fpecie of both nations will be brought to be jut 
the fame, viz. eleven millions each.’ 

Now to refolve this queftion in a fatisfatory manner, our 
Author thinks it requifite to enter on a previous enquiry, viz 
How England acquired this great furplus of wealth, and by 
what means it was accumulated? ¢ Jf, fays he, in the way of 
idlenefs, it cannot retain this wealth long; but will again be 
come poor.—If by a regular and univerfal induffry, the fame 
means which obtained the riches at firft, will, if purfued, cet- 
tainly preferve it, and even add thereto :’ fo that England, he 
infers, * need not entertain any jealoufy againft the improve 
ments of Scotland ;—and, on the other hand, he fuppoles, 
that Scotland will, without hurting England, likewife increaf 
in trade, * and be benefited both by her example and riches.’ 

But as thefe are only general affertions, the Dean proceeds 
to fupport them by an induétion of particular cafes. 

And, firft, he ftates the cafe which fuppofes a nation to hate 
acquired twenty millions of {pecie in the way of national idl 
nefs, viz. either by difcoveries of rich mines of gold and filver} 
or by a fuccefsful privateering war; or by the trade of jewels 
-and vending them to foreign nations for vaft fums of money; 


or, in fhort, by any other conceivable method, wherein (ud 
ve 
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verfal induftry and application being out of the queftion) few 
hands were employed, in amaffing this wealth,—and they only 
by fits and ftarts, not conftantly,—and fewer ftill are fuppofed 


to retain what is gotten. 

On this ftate of the cafe, the Author clearly fhews that 
‘when fuch a nation came to awaken out of this gilded dream, it 
would Gnd itfelf to be much in the fame circumftances of pretended 
wealth, but real poverty, as the Spaniards and Portuguete are at 

efent. Nay, when their mines, or their former refources of gold 
and filver, came to fail them, they would really be in a much worfe ; 
and their condition would then approach the nearéft of any thing we 
can now conceive, to that of baron and vaffal in Poland and Hun- 
gary, Or to planter and ilave in the Weft Indies.’ 

y Pink the fate of the /econd cafe, viz. of England enriched 
by the acquifitions of twenty, millions, gained by * general 
indufiry, viz. By exciting the ingenuity. and adlivity of its people, 
and giving them a free {cope without any exclufion, confinement, or 

ly ;—by annexing burdens to-celibacy, and honours and pri- 
vileges to the married ftate ;—by conftituting {uch laws, as diffufe 
the wealth of the parents more equally among the children, than the 
prefent laws of Kurope generally do;—by modelling the taxes in 
fuch a manner, that all things hurtful to the public good fhall be 
rendered proportionably dear, and placed beyond the reach of the 
multitude ; whereas fuch things as are neceffary, or ufeful, fhall be 
proportionably encouraged ; and, in fhort, by every other conceiv~ 
able method, whereby the drones of fociety may be converted into 
bees, and the bees be prevented from degenerating back into drones. 

‘ As we are now to fuppofe that by fuch means as thefe, the South 
Britons have accumulated twenty millions in fpecie, while the North 
Britons have no more than two millions: the queftion now is, Which 
of thefe two nations can afford to raife provifions, and fell their ma- 
nufactures on the cheapeft terms? ‘‘ Suppofing that both did their ut- 
moit'to rival one another, and that trade and manufaétures were left 
at liberty to take their own courfe, according as cheapnefs or in- 
tereft dire€ted them.” 

In this ftate of the cafe, the Author fuppofes both nations 
to be equal in fize, fituation, and other natural advantages ; 
equal, alfo, in numbers of people, and thofe equally willing to 
be diligent and induftrious : in fuch circumftances it is alledged, 
on the fide of the poorer nation, that it muft have a manifeft 
advantage over the rich one, in its parfimonious way of living, 
low wages, and confequently cheap manufactures. — The atten- 
te and accurate Writer fhews, however, that, on the con- 
trary, the rich country hath advantages which will much more 
than counterbalance thofe of her poorer though equally induf- 
trios rival. This is a very curious and important part of the 
treatile; and every intelligent, impartial, and liberal-minded 
reader, we are perfuaded, will perufe it with great fatisfaction. 

generous Englifhman will here fee what little caufe there 
K 2 is 
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is for that pitiful jealoufy which narrow-minded men have con 
ceived, with refpe& to the growing induftry and rifing genius 
of the inbabitants of the nosthern part of thisifland. He wij 
judge, from the clear difplay of facts here exhibited, and from 
our Author’s cogent reafonings upon them, * what little caufe 
there is to fear that a poor country can ever rival a rich one, ja 
the more operofe, complicated, and expenfiwe branches of 4 
manufaéture ;’ and alfo whether a rich country can ever lofe if 
trade, while it retains its induftry. He will fee that, © as 
trading nation ‘can ever be ruined but by itfelf, fo more particy. 
larly the improvements and manufa€tures of Scotland can never be’, 
detriment to England; unlefs the Englith do voluntarily decline ip 
their induftry, and become profligate in their morals. Indeed, when 
this comes to pafs, it is of little confequence by what' name that na. 
tion is called, which rans away with their trade; for fome country 
or other neceflarily muft. Whereas, were the Englifh-to reform thei 


matners, atid encreafe their induftry, the very largenefs of their. 


pitals, and their vicinity to Scotland, might enable the Englith ts 
aflift the Scotch in various ways, without ptejudicing themfelve, 
viz. By lending them money at moderate interett,—by embarking in 
partnerfhip with them in fuch undertakings as reqaire large ftocks 
and long credits,—by fapplying them with models and inftru@ors,= 
exciting their emulation, and direéting their operations with that 
judgment and good order which are only learnt by’ ufe and ey. 
perience. 


‘ Nay, to pafs from particulars to generals, we may lay it dow 


as an univerfal rule, fubje& to very few exceptions, that as an indvf. 
trious nation can never be hurt by the encreafing induttry of ix 
neighbours; and as it is fo wifely contrived by Divine Providéenct, 
that all people fhould have a ftrong biafs towards the produce and 
manufactures of others ;—fo it follows, that when this biafs is’ put 
under proper regulations, the refpective indultry of ndtion and nation 
enablés them to be fo much the better cuitomets, to improve itt 
‘friendly intercourle, and to be a mutual benefit to each other. 'A 
private fhopkeeper would certainly wish, that his cuttomers did’it- 
prove in their circumitances, rather than 20 Behind hand; bevavl 
vevery fuch improvement would probably redound to his advanttagt 
Where then can be the wifdom in the public thopkeeper, a trading 
people, to endeavour to make the neighbouring ftates and nations, thé 
are his cyftomers, fo very poor, as not to be able to trade with him! 
* The conclufion of the whole is this: heaps.of gold and flv 
are not the true riches of a nation: gold and filver got in the waj! 
of idlenefs are its certain ruin; it is wealth in appearance, but. 
verty in reality: gold and filver got by induftry, and {pent in! 
nefs, will prove to be deftruction hkewife: but gold and filver% 
quired by general induftry, and ufed with fobriety, and according ® 
good morals, will promote ftill greater indufiry, and go on, foray 
thing that appears.to the contrary, {till accumulating ; fo hater 
augmentation of fuch money is a proof of a preceding increafe 
induftry: whereas an augmentation of money by fuch mean? 
creafe induftry, is a national curfe—not a blefling.’ 
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. Our Author has added a Poft(cript, wherein he an{wers fome 

very plaufible objections which have been made to his hypothe- 

fis: but for thefe we muft refer to his performance at large, 
The fecond Tract in this collection is entitled, The Cafe of 


going to War for the Sake of Trade, Being the Fragment of a 
greater Work. This piece was firft publifhed in the year 1763, 
immediately after the conclufion of the war; and our Readers 
will find an account of it in the 28th volume of our Review, 
p, 212. Itdid not then appear with the Author’s name; nor 
could we difcover what is now revealed in the preface, that by 
the GREATER WORK, of which this difcourle is a fragment, was 
meant the Dean’s much. expected performance-—‘* HE ELE- 
MENTS OF COMMERCE, AND THEORY OF Taxes.” We had, 
indeed, heard, with concern, that the Author bad laid afide that 
important undertaking ; but the reafons which induced him to 
abandon, or at leaft fufpend, his defign, were not generally 
known: they are now avowed in the following terms ; 
' ¢ The tract fets forth, that it‘is the fragment of a greater work. 
This work was undertaken at the defire of Dr. Hayter, then Lord 
Bifhop of Norwich, and Preceptor to the Prince of Wales, his pre- 
fent Majefty... His Lardthip’s defign was to put into the hands of his 
royal pupil {uch a treatife as would convey beth clear and compre- 
henfive ideas on the fubject of national commerce, freed from the 
narrow conceptions of ignorant, or the finifler views of crafty and 
defigning men; and my honoured friend, and revered diocefan, the 
late Lord Bifhop of Briftol, Dr. ConyBeare, was pleafed to recom- 
mend me, asa perfon not altogether unqualified to write on fuch 
a fubject. I therefore entered upon the work with all imaginable 
alacrity, and intended to entitle my performance, The Elements of 
Commerce, and Theory of Taxes. But l had not made a great progrefs, 
before | difcovered that fuch a work was by no means proper to be 
fheltered under the protection of a royal patronage, on account of 
the many jealoufies to which it was liable, and the cavils which 
might be raifed againft it, In faét, I foon found, that there was 
fcarcely a ftep | could take, but would bring to light fome glaring 
abfurdity, which length of time had rendered facred, and which the 
multitude would have been taught to contend for, as if their all 
was at flake; fcarce a propofal could I recommend for introducing a 
free, generous, and impartial fyRem of national commerce, but it 
had fuch numbers of popular errors to combat with, as would have 
excited loud clamours, and fierce oppofition ; and, therefore, as the 
herd of mock-patriots are ever on the watch to feize on all opportu- 
nities Of inflaming the’ populace by mifreprefentations, and falfe 
‘tlarms; and as the people are too apt to {wallow every idle tale of 
this fort, I determined to give no occafion to thofe who continually 
feek,occafion, In fhort, as I perceived I could not ferve my prince, 
by aliberal and unreftrained difcuffion of the points relative to thefe 
matters, | deemed it the better part to decline the undertaking, ra- 
ther than do any thing under the fanétion of his patronage, which 
might differve him in the eyes Mg others: for thefe reafons I laid 
3 the 
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the fcheme afide; and if ever I fhould refume, and complete it, the 
work fhall appear without any patronage, protcétion, or dedication 
whatever.’ . 

. The Author acknowledges that the * Cafe of going to Wor? 
had, at firft, very few readers; but lay neglected above a year 
in the hands of the publifher. This ill fuccefs he afcribes, 
probably with juftice, to the clamour raifed, at that jundure, 
by * the mob, and the news-writers *,, who were enraged at the 
thoughts of peace. But, he adds, the approbation which it has‘fince 
met with, ¢/pecially from abroad, where premiums have been infij. 
tuted for differtations on a like plan, induce me to hope that preju. 
dices begin to wear off, and that it hath a better chance now than it 
had before of being read with candour, and attended to with im. 
partiality. Indeed it was neceffary for me to publifh it in this col. 
leGtion, becaufe of the ufe which will be made of the fame train of 
arguments in the fourth of thefe Tracts, when we come to fhew the 
true interefis of Great Britain with refpe€&t to the colonies, and the 
only means of living with them on terms of harmony and friendthip/? 

Tract the third is entitled, ¢ 4 Letter from a Merchant in 
London, to bis Nephew in America, concerning the late and: prefent 
Difturbances in the Colonies ;’ firft publifhed in 1766; toward the 
clofe of the debate concerning the ftamp-act; and mentioned 
in our Review, vol. xxxiv. p. 161. Our Author’s own ac. 
count of the defign and occafion of this Tract is too curious to 
be omitted. The character which was aflumed, as exprefled 
in the title-page, he tells us, is not altogether fiGtitious. — 

* An elderly gentleman, fays he, long verfed in the North Ame. 
rican trade, and perfectly acquainted with all the wiles there prac. 
tifed both during peace, and in time of war, and who had relations 
fettled in that part of the world, defired me to write on this fubjea, 
and to give the treatife that turn of expreflion, and air of authority, 
which would not be unbecoming an old man to his dependent rela. 
tion. He furnifhed me with fome curious materials, and remark: 
able anecdotes, concerning the fmuggling trade which the Americans 
carried on with the French and Spaniards during the heat of the war, 
even to the fupplying them with fhips, and naval and military 
ftores, for deftroying the trade and fhipping of the mother-country, 
and even in defiance of Mr. Secretary Pirr’s circular letter to the 
governors of the provinces, forbidding fuch an infamous traffic, and 
traiterous correfpondence. But if I was obliged to the old gentle. 
man in thefe refpeéts, my argument was a fufferer by him in another: 
for though he admitted, that the colonies were grown ungovernable; 
though he himfelf declared, from his own experience, that we gave 
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* The Author, among the feveral fpecies of political frebrands, 
enumerated by him, in The Cafe, includes the news-writers. 
people, he obferves, may be truly faid to trade ig blood: for a wat 
is their harveft, and a Gazette-Extraordinary produces them a crop 
an hondred fold. How then can it be fuppofed that they will ever 
be the friends of peace? - 
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a better price for their iron, hemp, flax feed, fkins, furs, lumber, 


“and moft other articles, than they could find in any other part of 


Europe ; and that thefe colonifts took nothing fcarcely from usin 
return, but what it was their intereft to buy, even fuppofing them 
as independent of Great Britain, as the ftates of Holland, or any 
other people; and though he evidently faw, that the longer the 
connection fubfifted between the colonies and the mother-country, 
the more heavy would the burdens grow upon the latter, and the 
creater would be the opportunities for the artful and defigning men 
of both countries to irritate and inflame the giddy, unthinking po- 
ulace; though he admitted, I fay, and allowed all thefe premiles, 
he could not come at the conclufion: for he ftartled as much at the 
idea of a feparation, as if he had feen a {pectre! And the notion of, 
parting with the colonies entirely, and then making leagues of friends 
fhip with them, as with fo many independent ftates, was too enlarged 
an idea for a mind wholly occupied within the narrow circle of trade, 
and a ftranger to the revolutions of ftates and empires, thoroughly 
to comprehend, much Jefs to digeft. In confequence of this, | was 
obliged, as the Reader will fee towards the conclufion, to give the 
argument fuch a turn, as exprefied rather a cafual threat to {eparaie, 
than a fettled project of doing it.’ 

To fupply this defect, or rather to make the conclufion to 
correfpond with the premifes, our Author, as he obferves, has 
added his FouRTH, PRaActT ; wherein he attempts to fhew what 
is the true intereft of Great Britain in regard to the Colonies ; 
and to explain the only means of living with them on terms of 
mutual fatisfaction and friendfhip. 

His fcheme for accomplifhing this great and defirable end 
will probably ftartle fome of his readers; for it is no other than 
Great Britain * to feparate entirely from the North American Colo- 
nies, by declaring them to be a free and independent people, over 
whom we lay no claim ; and then by offering te guarantee this freee 
dom and independency againf? all foreign invaders whatever.’ 


& _ This, however, is not a new idea. It has frequently occur- 


ed to others; who are convinced, with the Dean of Glocef- 
ter, that we neither can govern the Americans, nor be governed Ly 
them; that we neither can unite with them, nor ought to think 
of fubduing them; and that things are already come to fuch a 
pafs, that nothing remains but to part with them on as friendly 
terms as we can. Every other fcheme of accommodation or fub- 
jettion that hath yet been fuggefted, is here amply confidered, 
weighed in the balance of found reafon, and found wanting. 
But with refpeét to the idea of a feparation, our Author ob- 
ferves, that the more we familiarize ourfelves to it, the lefs 
furptized and the more prepared we fhall be, whenever that 
event fhall happen: for that it wiLL and MusT happen, one 
day or other, he confiders as INEVITABLE. 
_ As to the objections that may be made to our Author’s pro-. 
polal, he feems to have-forfeen all that appear to be.of importe 
. K 4 ance, 
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ance, and to have anfwered them with that folidity which wag 
to be expected from a Writer who hath been fo long, and fo 
intimately converfant with fubjects of this kind. On the other 
hand, the manifold advantages of a feparation are fet forth in 
the cleareft light; and fhewn to be infinitely fuperior to every 
confideration that can poffibly be urged in favour of timid or 
temporizing meafures. 

In regard to the two Sermons which are fybjoined to thefe 
political treatifes, the Author profefles that he is not very anxious 
about the propriety of placing them here ; but he fuggefts one og 
two reafons for their infertion in this volume, which are fatif. 
factory to us, and will, we doubt not, be as readily admitted 
by others. | 

‘ Many, fays he, may perhaps read them now, who would never 
have looked into them, had they been printed in a collection of re. 
ligious traéts. Befides, I hope that thefe difcourfes will throw fuch 
new and ftriking lights on the fubject of commerce, as will indaceé 
men of a liberal education to ftudy it for tie future as a /cience, and 
to think for themfelves in thefe important points. For furely 4 
great part of mankind have too long fubmitted to be led blindfold 
by writers on trade, whofe private intereft very often clafhed with 
the general good; and in whofe productions we find but very flight 
traces, either of the real and difinterefted patriotiim of the philofo- 
pher, the humanity of the moralift, or benevolence of the divine: 
jn fhort, it is a melancholy truth, that almoft as much implicit faith 
and blind credulity have hitherto prevailed in the theory of com- 
merce, as, in the darkeit times of popery, ob{cured the principles of 
religion.’ 

‘To this we have only to add, that what the Author hath ad- 
vanced, in thefe two Sermons, relative to the fubject of our 
worldly bufinefs, and trading concerns, is naturally introduced, 
and judicioufly treated ; as he hath fhewn the proper connexion 
of a juft commercial intercourfe between man and man, with 


the great duties of morality, religion, and patriotifm. 6. 
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Art. X. Conclufion of the Account of the Clarendon State Papers, 
Volume the Second. See our laft Month's Review. 


Oward the beginning of the year 1646, the affairs of 
King Charles the Firft were in a very critical and dan- 
gerous fituation. The royal forces were almoft univerfally fubs 
dued ; and his Majefty feemed to have no other profpedt of re- 
drefs than by throwing himfelf into the hands of the Scottith 
army. At the time of his taking this ftep, he was folicitous ta 
have the Prince of Wales, who had lately come from the ifland 
of Scilly to that of Jerfey, removed-into France; that there he 
might be under the direction of the Queen his mother, and en= 
joy the proteétion, of the French court. This meafure was vi- 
goroufly oppofed by the majority of the Prince’s council, and 
, | , e(pecially 
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ially by Sir Edward Hyde; from whom we have a long 


-~- to Lord Jermyn upon the fubje¢t,. which contains a fine 


difplay of Sir Edward’s wifdom and integrity. When, at lengths 
in confequence of the King and Queen’s pofitive command, the 
Prince of Wales was conveyed to France, the Lords Capel and 
Hopton, and Sir Edward Hyde, thinking that they could be of 
no farther fervice to his Royal Highnefs, determined to remain 
1 the ifland of Jerfey ; and wrote jointly to their Majefties, in 
juttification of their refolution. ‘Che whole progrefs of thefe 
tranfactions is fully difplayed in-the prefent colle¢tion. 

~ Another large feries of letters relates to the King’s fituation, 
after he had put himfelf in the power of the Scots. His con- 
dition, at that time, was peculiarly embarrafling. He was totally 
unwilling to comply with the demands of the Scots, and moft 
of all averfe to do fo in what related to religion. On the other 
hand, many of his zealous adherents were folicitous that he 
fhould make conceffions in this refpeé&t. We have, in the work 
before us, a number of letters between his Majefty and the 
Lords Jermyn and Colepéper, and Mr. John Afhburnham, upon 
the fubje&t. The King’s attachment to epifcopacy, and his 
difike to prefbyterianifm, were umchangeable. In one letter.to 
the three juft mentioned perfons, he exprefles himfelf in this 
manner : : 

‘ Now, as for your advyce to me; you fpeake my very foule in 
every thing but one; that is, the church, Remember your own 
rule, not expect to redime that which is given away by act of Pare 
liament, Shall I then give away the Church? And excufe me to tell 
you, that I belive you doe not underitand what this: is that you ar 
content (i confefs, not upon very eafy termes) | fhould thus give away. 
I will begin to fhew you, firft, what it is in point of policy; and 
firft, negatively : It is not the change of Church Governement which 
is cheefly aymed at; (though that were too much) but it is by that 
pretext to take away the dependancy. of the Church from the Crowne; 
which, lett me tell you, I hould to be of equall confequence to that 
of the Militia; for people are governed by pulpirs more then the 
{word, in tymes of peace: nor will the Scots be content with the al- 
teration of Governement, except the Covenant be lykewais eftablith- 
ed; the which does not only make good all theire former rebellions, 
but lykewais laies a firm and fruétful foundation for fach paffetymes 
in all tymes to come. Now for the theologicall part, I afleure you, 
the change would be no leffe and worfe then if Popery were brought 
in; for we fhould have nether lawfall prieits, nor facraments duly ad- 
mineftred, nor God publikely ferved, but according to the fulifhe 
fancy of every ydle parfon ; but we fhould have the doctring againft 
Kings fercelyer fet up then amongit the Jefaits. In a word, fett your 

carts at reft; I will leffe yeald to this then the Militia, my con- 
lence being irreconciliably ingaged againft it. Wherefore I conjure 

79U as Chriltians to aflift me particularly in this alfo,’ a 
| 3 ol 
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2°In a fubfequent letter, his Majefty declares, that, if he un. 
derftood any thing of religion, the prefbyterian tenets and go. 
vernment were more erroneous than thofe of the church of 
Rome, and abfolutely inconfiftent with monarchy. From the 
whole of what the King writes upon the matter, it appears that 
his averfion to prefbytertanifm was founded both upon religious 
and political reafons. Being prefled, however, by his friends, 
and urged by the neceflity of his affairs, he thought proper to 
confult the Bifhops of London and Salifbury, how far, with a 
fafe confcience, he might fubmit to a temporary allowance of 
the prefbyterian mode of worfhip, The anfwer of the two 
Bifhops is as follows : 

* May it pleafe your Majefty, 
_. © In obedience to your Majefty’s command, we have advifed 
this propofition, and your Majefty’s doubt arifing thereon. And at- 
tending toour dety and your Majefty’s &sict charge laid upon us, we 
fhall deliver our opinions, and the fenfe we have of it, plainly and 
freely, to the beft of our underftandings; nor fhall we fail in point 
of fidelity, however we may in judgment. 

* The doubt is touching the lawfulnefs of a temporary compliance 
jn matters of religion, in the ftate they now here ftand ; that is, as 
we apprehend it, whether your Majefty may, without breach of your 
oath, and with a fafe confcience, permit for fome time the exercife 
of the directory, for worfhip, and practice of difcipline, as they are 
now ufed and ftand enjoined by ordinance. 

* For refolution whereof, we fhalj take the boldnefs to make ufe of 
thofe grounds which we find laid down to our hands in your Ma- 
jefty’s directions. For your Majelty’s conftancy and fixednefs of re- 
folution not to recede from what you have by oath undertaken in that 
matter, as it gives you a great latitude to walk in, with fafety of 
confcience, in your endeavours to that end (the rectitude of intention 
abating much. of the obliquity in all actions), fo the full expreffion 
you have been now pleafed to make of it, and, that what you propofe 
at prefent.is #2 ordine thereunto, doth much facilitate the work, and 
fit us for a refolution. 

* Taking therefore your Majefty’s fettled determination touching 
the Church for a foundation unremoveable, and this propofition (in 
your Majefty’s defign) as a means fubfervient thereunto ; confidering 
alfo the condition your Majefty’s affairs now ftand in, being deftitute 
of all means compulfory, or of regaining what is loft by torce ; we 
cannot conceive in this your Majefty’s condefcenfion any violation of 
that oath, whereof your Majeity is fo juftly tender, but that your Ma- 
jefty doth thereby ftill continue to preferve and protect the Church 
by the beft ways and means you have now left you (which is all the 
oath can be fuppofed to require) ; and that the permiflion intended 
(whereby, in fome men’s apprehenfions, your Majefty may feem to 
throw down what you defire to build up) is not only by your Ma- 
jefty levelled to that end, but, as your Majefty ftands periuaded, pro- 
bably fitted for the effecting it in fome meafure. i 
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« And as your Majetty will ftand clear (in our judgments, at leaft) 
sn re(pect to your oath, which is principally to be regarded, fo nei- 
ther b> we think your Majefty will herein trefpafs in point of con- 
fcience ; becaufe your Majefty finding them already fettled, and as it 
were in poffeflion, do only, what in other cafes is ufyal, not difturh 
that pofleflion while the differences are in hearing, or (which is more 
juftifiable) permit that which you cannot hinder, if you would ; not 
commanding it (for that may vary the cafe) pat (which poflibly may 
may be better liked) leaving it upon that 

joined by authority of the Houfes, which is found ftrong enough to 
enforce the obedience. Which intendment of your Majefty’s would 
{and more clear, if this point of a temporary toleration were not 
laid as the principle of the propofition (as now it may feem to be 
ftanding in the front), but as an acceflory and neceflary conceffion 
for the more peaceable proceeding in the bufinefs. ‘The firft part 
therefore in the propofition might be, for the accommodation of dif- 
ferences by a debate between parties’ (as it lies in the propolition), 
and then, that, during that debate all things remain /fatu quo nunc, 
without any interruption or difturbance from your Majefly, provided 
the debate determine and a fettlement be made within fuch a time, 
&c. and that your Majefty and your houfehold, in the interim, be 
not hindered, &c. which notwithitanding we humbly fubmit to your 
Majefty’s better judgment to alter, or not. 

‘ We cannot but have a lively fenfe of the great troubles yonr 
Majefty undergoes, and doubt not but that God who hath hitherto 
given you patience in them, will blefs you with a deliverance out of 
them in due time, and make the event of your conitant endeavours, 
anfwerable to the integrity of your Majeity’s heart; which is the 
prayer of 

Your Majefty’s 
Falham, 14 O&. moit obedient and humble Servants, 
1646. Guit. Lonpon. Br. Sarum.” 

Sir Edward Hyde had no concern in the tranfactions juft ree 
lated, and, had he been confulted by his Majefty, muft, from, 
his own principles, have given very different advice from that 
which had been urged by the Lords Jermyn and Colepeper, 
and Mr. Afhburnham. uring this time, Sir Edward con- 
tinued, without employ, in the ifle of Jerfey ; from whence he 
wrote a variety of familiar letters to his friends, Thefe letters, 
perhaps, cannot be deemed ftrictly hiftorical; and yet we en= 
tirely agree with the Editor in thinking that they were. pecu- 
liarly worthy of being inferted. Though we greatly differ from 
Lord Clarendon in many of his religious and political fenti- 
ments, it would be injuftice not to acknowledge, that the let« 
ters we {peak of, exhibit his chara¢ter in a very amiable point 
of view, and that they are beautiful inftances of his diftin- 
puifhed abilities and real integrity. While he refided in Jerfey, 

¢ apprehended, at one time, that his life was in great danger, 
from an attempt which it was expected the Parliament would 
Make upon the ifland. Under this apprehenfion, he wrote 


letters 





oot it now ftands, ene: 
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letters to the King, the Prince of Wales, the Duke. of Rich. 
mond, the Ear] of Southampton, and Lady Hyde, to be de- 
livered.to each of them after his death. As a {pecimen of the 
reft, we fhall infert that to his Lady ; and we doubt. not but 
the’perufal of it will be agreeable to our Readers. 
Sir Edward Hyde to the Lady Hyde. 
« My deareft, 
© This being not like to come to thee till IT am dead, T cannot 
in: better to thee, than to charge and conjure thee to bear my: 
death with that magnanimity and Chriftian patience, as becomes a 
woman, who hath no caufe to be afhamed of the memory of her 
hufband, and who hath fuch precious pawns left to her care, as thou 
haft, in our poor children; which muit be moft completely mife- 
rable, if through thy paffion thou fhalt either fhorten thy days, or ime 
pair thy health. _ And therefore, thou muft remember, thow haft no 
other arguments to give of thy conftant affection to me, than by 
doing that which thou knoweft 1 only defire thou fhouldft do. Be 
not trobled at the fma!lnefs or diftraction of thy fortune, fince it pro- 
ceeds neither from my fau!t or folly, but by the immediate hand of 
God, who, I doubt not, will recompence thee fome other way. He 
knows how entire my heart hath been to him, and that, if it had 
not been out of the confcience of my duty to him, and the King, I 
might have left thee and thine a better portion in this world. But 
JT am confident thou doft in thy foal abhor any wealth fo gotten, 
and thinkeft thyfelf and thy children happier in the memory of thy 
r honeft hufbaod, than any addition of an il] gotten, or ill kept 
eftate could have made yau. Continue the fame thou haft been, and 
God -will requite and reward thee.- I have in my other paper, 
which is parcel will, parcel declaration, fuch as I thought-in thefe 
times neceflary, faid as much to thee of my eftate 2nd my children 
as I can think of. JI doubt not thou wilt find fome friends, who will 
remember and confider how juit I would have been to their me- 
mory if I had outlived them. My letters to the King, Prince, Duke 
of Richmond, and Earl of Southampton, thou mayeft deliver or fend 
as thou fhalt be advifed. Thy own father, mother, and brother will 
I am fure never fail thee in any office of kindnefs, nor be unjuft to 
the memory of him, who always held them in fingular efteem. From 
my friends I am confident thon wilt receive all poffible kindnefs, 
Befides thofe I have mentioned in the cther paper, 1 prefume my 
Lord Seymour will be ready to do thee good offices, and my Lord 
Keeper and Sir Thomas Gardiner to affift thee; and I hope many 
more that J think not neceffary to-name. I do from the bottom of 
my heart thank thee for all thy kindne’s and affeftion, which upon 
my faith I have always returned from my foul, having never com- 
_ mitted the leaft fault againft thee, but promifed myfelf the only hap- 
inefs and contentment, to live with thee in any condition. Since 
it hath pleafed God not to admit that, he will, I doubg not, bring 
ys together in a moft bleffed ftate in a better world when we hall 
never part. God blefs thee and thine! cherifh thyfeif as thou lovett 
he memory of, My deareft, thy moft faithful and affectionate 
ufband, 
Jerfey, this 3d of April’ 1647. Epw. ~~ 
‘ 0 
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To the five letters are fubjoined Sir Edward’s defires con- 
cerning his papers, and his ‘ laff witl and profeffion ;’ and all of 
them fhew that, however miftaken he might be in his political 
ppinions, he had acted from the dictates of confcicnce and a 

duty. . 
a of dhe beft friends to Lord Clarendon’s memory have 
acknowledged, that his religious policy, when he came to be 
chief minifter of this country, was narrow and illiberal. From 
the prefent work, and efpecially from two or three letters to 
Lord Hopton, it appears that Sir Edward Hyde was always 
bicotted in his notions of church government. | 

“The feries of papers in this volume is carried on to the year 
16513 ending with the account of King Charles the Second’s 
eicape after.the battle of Worcefter. Many of the letters and 
memorials relate to foreign aswell as to domeftic affairs; and to 
the ftate of Ireland, as well asto England. Among other things, 
we find here a very compleat detail of difpatclies, including Lord 
Cottington’s and Sir Edward Hyde’s embafly to Spain. 

We have only to add, that this is a noble and valuable col- 
eftion, and that we are periuaded it will prove of great import- 
ance to the elucidation of our national hiftory. We fhall exped, 
with impatience, the remaining papers, -as we have reafon given 
us to believe that they will be found ftill more momentous and 
interefting than thofe which have been already publifhed. K. 


_* 
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Art. XI. The Works of Dr. Fohn Eachard, late Mafter of Catherine- 
Hall, Cambridge. Confifting of the Grounds and Occafions of the 
Contempt of the Clergy; his Dialogues on the Writings of Mr. 
Hobbs; and other Traéts. -A new Edition; with a Second Dia- 
logue on the Writings of Mr. Habbs, not printed in any former 
Edition; and fome Account of the Life and Writings of the Au- 
thot. 12zmo. 3 Vols. 758. 6d. fewed. Davies. 


R. John Eachard, fo well known from his witty detail of 

the caufes of the Contempt of the Clergy, was the pleafanteft 

controverfial writer of the laft age. His prefent Editor prefers 
him to Swift, for the following reafons : 

‘ The celebrated Dean of St. Patrick’s, fays he, turns his pen too 
frequently into a f{calping-knife, and makes his wit the executioner 
to his ill-nature. Not content, to overcome his antagonift by the 
ftrength of his abilities and the force of his argument, Swift treats 
him, as if he were not only the dulleit, but the vileft of mankind. 
It is not enough for him to conquer, unlefs he tramples too upon his 
enemy: he frequently felets the moft opprobrious terms and fhock- 
ing expreflions he can find in the Englifh language; and throws 
them about at random on perfons in the moft exalted as well as the 
Joweft ftations: on princes and ftockjobbers ; chancellors and prin- 
ters ; dutchefles and coiners; ftatefmen and news-writers ; bifhops 
and ufurers; fine ladies and lewd rakes. 


* Eachard 
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* Gachard contents himfelf with hunting down the argument of 
his opponent, and rarely meddles with the man: he thinks it fuffi. 
cient, if he can prove him a dull aad affected, a foppith and pedans 
tic, an ignorant and a foolifh reafoner, He wiles not to render 
him hateful to the populace, or obnoxious to the government. He 
laughs in his antagonilt’s face at the very time he difarms him ; then 
helps him to his fword again, and humouroufly rallies him fcr not 
knowing how to ufe it. In fhort, Eachard’s difcuffion of an argue 
ment or confutation of a book, divefted of that feverity and acri- 
mony, with which theological difputes are too often maintained, 
refembles a feait, where eafy wit, fprightly humour, good-nature, 
and good fenfe form the molt agreeable part of the entertainment.’ 

his learned and merry divine * was educated at Cambridge ; 
where he took his degree of Mafter of Arts in 1660. In 1670 
he publifhed his celebrated work above-mentioned. He after- 
ward attacked the philofophy of Hobbs, with all the powers of 
his wit, humour, raillery, and reafon; fo that, as bis pretent 
Editor obferves, ¢ all the ferious and fyftematical books, writ- 
ten by the moft eminent and learned of our divines, could never 
have rendered the philofophy of Hobbs fo contemptible as the 
incomparable dialogues of Eachard, which contain the moft ju- 
dicious arguments, united with the moft fpirited fatire, and 
the liveliest mirth. | , 

* Dr. Eachard died in 1697, and was fucceeded in the Mafterhip 
of Catharine-hall, by Sir William Dawes. _ 

. A Eachard’s works, we have reafon to believe, were for a lon 
trme, the favourite companion both of divines and laymen. Swift 
fpeaks of them with refpe&t. He feems indeed to have read oor 
Author with attention, and to have greatly profited by him. An 
ingenious gentleman affured me, that fome outlines of the Tale of a 
‘Tub, might be traced in the writings of Eachard. » This I am afraid 
is going too far, Certain it is, that this Writer was endowed with a 
very large fhare of wit, which he employed to the beft and nobleit 
purpofes, to the defénce of religion and morality when attacked by 
a philofopher, who laid claim to the reputation of a great {cholar, 
and a profound mathematician. Eachard had befides a vein of ha- 
mour peculiar to himfelf, much ufeful learning, a ftrong manner of 
reafoning, without the appearance of it, and above all an uncom- 
mon {kill in turning an adverfary into ridicule ; in which no writer 
has fince exceeded, nor perhaps equalled him. Let us not forget 
too, that he poffeffed an inexhauftible fund of good-nature, with the 
moft eafy and laughing pleafantry: qualities, which the haughty and 
fplenetic Swift could never enjoy.” — , 

The elegant infcription on his tomb is thus very properly in- 
troduced by the author of the memoirs prefixed to this edition : 


fan, 





* The famous Laurence Eachard, the hiftorian, appears to have 
been nephew, or fome other near relation, to this fobm Kachard 5 
_but there was no affinity of genius between them. 7 
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¢ The infcription on Dr. Eachard’s tomb, will thew his chara&er 
‘+, a new light. A wit 1s fappofed by fome people to be a worfe 
member of fociety in proportion to the fhare he poffeffes of that dan- 
rous quality, which as often excites our hatred as our admiration. 
This amiable man was as refpeCtable for the benevolence of his mind, 
as the extent of his capacity. He execated the truft repofed in him 
of Mafter of his college, with the utmott care and fidelity, to the 
general fatisfaétion of the Fellows, and with the eon of the 
whole univerfity. He was extremely anxious to re uild the greateft 
art, if not the whole, of Catharine-hall, which had fallen into de» 
cay: bat unhappily for the college, he died before he could accom- 
plith his generous efign, However, he lived long enough to giye 
that beatiful front, which the infcriptiog fo juftly celebrates: and 
this he effected by the moft painful afliduity in procering liberal con- 
tributions. from his learned friends, and confiderable largeffes from 
is rich acquaintance, who could not refift the power of his perfua- 
five eloquence; and laftly, by beftowing the little all he was mafter 
f, | 
s He lies buried in the chapel of Catharine-hall: over his tomb 
is the following infcription, which will be a lafting monument of 
Dr. Eachard’s worth, and of the gratitude of ‘the learned fociety to 
which he belonged: : 
Tibi habeae, Catherina, hoc mortale depofitum 
Et in penetralibus tuis requiefcere finas 
Viri vere magni 
Tenues hafce exuvias : 
Si quzras cuje fint, vix lapides tacere poterunt 
Fundatorem fuum 
Johannem Eachard S, T. P. 
Academiz Cantabrigienfis bis Pro-Cancellarium, 
Hojus aulz cuftodem vigilantiffimum, 
De utraque optime meritum. 
Videfne le€tor, novam hanc coliegij faciem 
Quam pulchra ex ruinis affurgit ! 
Totum hoc mufarum non indecorum domccilium, 
Secundus hujus Rome Romulus, 
Poffet vocare fuum. 
Huic operi intentus, liberalitate partim fua 
Mlaque maxima, (cum pauperis inftar vidux 
In hoc Gazophylacium totum fuum conjeciffet. ) 
Partim aliena, quam vel amicitia inter dotiores 
Vel fuadela (qua plurimum pollebat) 
Inter divitiores unde quaque acciverat, 
Hoc ufque reftauravit collegium. 
Et fi diutius fata peperciffent 
Antiqua /Edificia diruendo, 
Nova extruendo, 
Nullum non movendo Japidem, 
(Quz erat optimi hominis indefefla induftria, ) 
Quod fordidum, ruinofum 
Et vix collegij nomine indigitandem 
Invenerat, 
Elegans, 
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Elegans,. magnifieum 
Et ab omni parte perfcétum 
Reliquiffet. 

Obijt Julii 7mo 1697. 
: | fEtatis LXI, 
_.Eachard’s works here collected, are, 1, The Enquiry into the 
Grounds and:Occafions of the Contempt of the Clergy. 2, Ob. 
fervations on an Anfwer to the Enquiry, 3 Hobbs’s State of 
Nature confidered; in a dialogue between Timothy and Philau- 
tus. 4. Five Letters in‘Defence of the Enquiry, againft Dr, 
Owen, and others. 5. A Second Dialogue between Timothy 
and Philautus, on the Writings of Hobbs. This laft traé&, 
which was. otiginally publifhed in 1673, is now firft added to 


the colle&tion of Eachard’s works; of which, it feems, there » 
have been rio fewer than twelve editions, before this of 1774, G 
; § 
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Art. XIL. Shakefpeare’s Plays, as they are now performed at the Thea- 
tres Royal in London; regulated from the Prompt Books of each 
_ Houfe, by Permifiion. ith Notes critical and illuftrative. 
~ the Authors of the Dramatic Cenfor. 8vo. 5 Vols. 15s. he 
Bell, 1774 
© In every Work regard the Writer’s End, 


Since none can compas more.than they intend.” 


HE above precept of Mr. Pope’s, occurred to us on look- 
ing into this impreffion of Shakefpeafe’s ating plays, 
which is not fet in campetition with any other edition, becaufé 
it is executed.on.a different plan, and intended to anfwer a dif- 
ferent purpofe, The great aim of former editors has been to 
give usShakefpeare reffored ; the protefled defign of this, perhaps 
more popular work, is to prefent the lefs critical * reader with 
Shakefpeare as altered and accommodated to the tafte of an age 
miore refined than that in which the Author lived and wrote,— 
more capable of tafting his beauties, and lefs apt to relifh or 
even tolerate his defects. ‘Thofe beauties, it muft, to the ho- 
nour of the ftage, be allowed, are judicioufly retained in the 
plays of this great peet, as acted at either theatre ; and the de- 
formities are, for the moft part, with equal choice and difcern- 
ment, expunged ; 
‘¢ The rhiming clowns that gladded Shakefpear’s age, 
No more with Crambo entertain the ftage,” &c. 


. A 





* « Though this edition is not meant for the profoundly learned, 
nor the deeply ftudious, who love to find out and chace their own cri- 
tical game ; yet we flatter ourfelves both parties may perceive frefh 
ideas ftarted for {peculation and reflection. 

,Epitor’s Pref, Advertisement. 


With 
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‘+h undoubted propriety, therefore, have the prefent Edi- 
ap wen that oa. moft enthufiaftic admirers of Shakef- 
ate—thofe who worfhip him as the ged of their idolatry, icruple 
not to admit that even his * moft regular pieces produce fome 
fenes and paflages, highly derogatory to his incomparable merit’; 
that he frequently trifles, is now and then obfcure, and fome- 
times, to gratify a vitiated age, indelicate.’ It is, further, with 
equa-truth remarked, by way of apology for the faults of this 
wonderfal genius, that they ‘ may juftly be attributed to the loofe; 
quibbling, licentious tafte of his time ;’ and that he, ‘ no 
doubt, on many occafions, wrote wildly *, merely to gratify 
the public; as Dryden wrote bombattically, and Congreve ob- 
feenely, to indulge the humours, and engage the favour of their 
audiences.” 

‘ Why then,’ our Editor afks, * fhould not the noble monu- 
ments he has left us,—be reftored to due proportion and natu- 
sal luftre, by fweeping off thofe cobwebs, and. that duft of des 
praved opinion, which Shakefpeare was unfortunately forced 
to throw on them; forced, we fay, for it is no {train of ima- 
gination to fuppofe that the Goths and Vandals. of criticifm; 
who frequented the theatre in his days, would, like. thofe wha 
over-ran the Roman empire,: have deftroyed and’ configned to 
barbarous oblivion the fublime beauties which they could not 
relifh ; and it is matter of great queftion with us, whether the 
Fool in King Lear was not a more general favorite, than the 
old monarch himfelf.’ 

The above confiderations, we are told, firft fuggefted the 
idea which hath produced the prefent edition ; and among the 
peculiar ufes of a printed copy of Shakefpeare’s plays, with the 
text regulated according to the Prompters books, the Editors have 
obferved, that thofe who take books to the theatre, will not be 
puzzled to accompany the f{peaker, nor over apt to condema 
the performers for being imperfect, when they pafs over what 
is defignedly omitted. Here, however, it is obferved, that ag 
fome paflages, of great merit for the clofet, are never fpoken, 
fuch, though omitted in the text, are here carefully preferved in 
the notes, 

And with regard to the critical part of this undertaking, 
which is not by any means held forth as its greateft merit, thé 
Editots profefs, that * having been long convinced that multi- 
plying conjeftural verbal criticifms, tends tather to perplex than 
infotm the reader, they have given thofe readings which.to them 
appeared moft confonant to the Author’s manner and meaning; 
without obtruding one capricious opinion on-another,’ 


— 


t 





* One glaring chacs, and wild heap. of wit,” Pops. 
Rev, Feb, 17746 ‘ li , They 
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They ‘have alfo furnifhed an explanation of technical and 
obfolete terms ; pointed out the leading beauties as they oceur; 


‘ without defcanting fo much as to anticipate the reader’s con. 


ception and inveftigation ; arid they have fhewn what appeared 
to them to be blemifhes and imperfeCtions. The requifites. for 
reprefenting-every character of importance are defined, and the 
mode. of performance. effential for fcenes peculiarly capital, ig 
pointed out.’ oh BERN , 
_ In further expatiating on the value of this edition, they fum 
up all, by claiming the merit of having .¢ earneftly confulted 
correatnefs, neatnefs, ornament, utility, and cheapnefs of price, 
We have,’ it is added, * avoided all oftentation of criticifm, 
compacting our notes as much as. poffible.—It has been our 
liar endeavour to render what we call the eflence of Shakefpeare 
more inftructive and intelligible ; efpecially to the ladies and to 
youth; glaring indecencies being removed, and intricate paflas 
ges explained ;—a general view of each play is alfo given, by 
way of introduction.’ This laft circumftance, we think, will 
be peculiarly agreeable to younger readers ; as may alfo the B/fay 
on Oratory, prefixed by way..of general introduction: although 
it might, with equal propriety, be prefixed to the works of any 
other eminent dramatic writer. L-1v0 
With refpe&. to the numerous engravings with which this 
edition is embellifhed, it would be great injuftice to the pubs 
lifher not to acknowledge, that moft of them are elegant, toa 
degree furpafling any plates of the kind, of fo fmall a fize.. A 
few of them may, perhaps, afford the connoifleur fome room 
for criticifm, with refpect to the defigning and drawing, as well 
as in relation to the choice * of the {cenes reprefented : yet, on 
the whole, thefe cuts are certainly the prettieft ornaments that 
have yet been beftowed on any pocket edition of the works of 
our moft excellent bard: and the bookfeller affures us, in his 
advertifement printed at the. end of his numerous lift of fub- 


{cribers, that as he * has folicited and. obtained the patronage 


of the generous public in the prefent undertaking, he hopes 





* Of this there is 2 remarkable inftance in the frontifpiece to 
Henry V. -The fubject is the French foldier fupplicating Ancient 
Piftol to {pare his life, and Piftol quibbling about Signiewr Dewt. 
Was there nothing in this play more important, more worthy of be- 
ing exhibited in a picture? The fcene itfelf is a difgrace to the ref 
of this drama ; and our Editors themfelves are of the fame opinion: 
for they have exprefsly reprobated the whole of this fcene in their 
note upon it; declaring that it is, throughout, defpicable, unnecel- 
fary, and ferving no purpofe but to deftroy the dignity of expectation 
Yetthis-veryfcene, ‘ de/picable’-as it is, hath been chofen for thé 
purpofe of decoration; to the exclufion of every other more ftriking 
aad more refpectable part of the play. 
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through 4 continuance of it, to complete Shakefpeare’s works, 
with equal if not fuperior elegance. The engravings,’ he addsy 
& for the remaining plays, are nearly finifhed, by a felect num- 
ber of the moft ingenious artifts,;” which with the letter-prefs, will 
be publifhed early in the Spring, in three additional volumes. 
#,* One thing we would bint to the Bookfeller, with re- 
{pect to the Jeauty of his impreffion. ~The edition; no doubt, 
as to the paper and the type, is far from inelegant: but we imas 
gine it would be more uniformly pleafing, if the tedious recom- 
mendatory catalogues of Mr. Bell’s books did. not appear, as 
they do, at the end of almoft every play; {welling the volumes 
with their difguftful repetitions. Jn the fecond edition, we hope 
thefe very improper /upplements to SHAKESPEARE will be wholly 
omitted, or confined to their proper ftation, at the end of the 


yolume, | . hom aa Gr. 





Aer. XUI. Mifcellazeous and Fugitive Pieces, Small 8vo. 2 Vols. 
“S. Davies. 1774 
UCH may be faid in favour of collections of fmall de- 
tached tracts, and fugitive pieces; and much has been; 
with great propriety, faid on the fubje€t, in a difcourfe * pre- 
fixed to the Harleian Mifcellany. That learned and ingenious 
Writer has obferved, that * there is, perhaps, no nation in 
which it is fo neceflary as in our own, to aflemble, from time 
to time, the fmall tracts and fugitive pieces which are occafion- 
ally publifhed : for, befide the general fubjeis of enquiry which 
are cultivated by us, in common. with every other learned na- 
tion, our conftitution, in church aad ftate, naturally. gives birth 
toa multitude of performances, which would either: not have 
_ written, or could not have been made public,.in any other 
place”? ss: Bo hex Ter 
‘ The form of our government;’ it is added, * which gives 
every man who has leifure, or curiofity, or vanity, the right of 
enquiring into the propriety of public meafures, and, by confe- 
quence, obliges thofe who are entrufted with the adminiftration 
of national affairs, to give an account of their condu& to ale 
moft every man who demands it, may be reafonably imagined 
to have occafioned innumerable pamphlets which would never 
have appeared under arbitrary governments, where every man 


ulls himfelf in indolence under calamities, of which he cannot - 





| * That difcourfe is now detached from the eight large quartos to 
which it originally belonged, and is here reprinted as a tract deferv- 
ing a place in a mifcellany confifting of the fmaller, occafional, un- 
connected productions of ingenious men. It appears, from the ftyle, 
to have been written by the very refpe€table Author of the RamaLere 
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promote the redrefs, or thinks it prudent to conceal the uneaf. 
nefs, of which he cannot complain without danger. 

‘ The multiplicity of religious fects, tolerated among us, of 
which every one has found opponents and vindicators,’ it js 
farther obferved, ‘ is another fource of unexhauftible publication, 
almoft peculiar to ourfelves ; for controverfies cannot be Jono 
continued, nor frequently revived, where an inquifitor has 3 
right to fhut up the difputants in dungeons, or where filence 
can be impofed on either party by the refufal of a licence,’ 

This very fenfible obferver proceeds to remark, that we are 
not to infer, from the foregoing premifes, that ‘political or re. 
ligious controverfies are the only products of the Britith prefs, 
¢ The mind,’ fays he, £ once let loofe to enquiry, and fuffered 
to operate without seftraint, neceflarily deviates into peculiar 
Opinions, and wanders in new tracks, where fhe ts indeed fome. 
times loft in a labyrinth, from which, though fhe cannot return, 
and fcarce knows how to proceed, yet fometimes makes ufeful 
difcoveries, or finds out nearer paths to knowledge.’ 

With refpeét to the happy talent of Aumour, in which the Eng. 
hith are faid fo much to excel, that a greater vartety of humour is 
found among ‘the natives of England, than in any other coun- 
try.—* Doubtlefs,’ fays he, * where every man has full liberty 
to propagate his conceptions, variety of humour muft produce 
variety of writers ; and where the number of authors is fo great, 
there cannot but be fome worthy of diftinction.’ 

Thefe, and other caufes affigned by our Author, have, he 
concludes, contributed to make pamphlets and: fmall tracts a 
very important part of an Englifh library; nor are there any 
pieces upon which thofe who afpire to the reputation of judi- 
cious colle€&tors of books, beftow more attention, or greater ex- 
pence ; becaufe many advantages may be expeéted from the pe- 
rufal of thefe {mall productions, which are fcarcely to be found 
in that of larger works. ‘Thefe- advantages are, by our ‘Au- 
thor, here enumerated; and he fhews im what. manner the 
hiftorical, the religious, and other enquirers, may receive bene- 
fit from the ftudy of pamphlets and fmall traéis: but for par 
ticulars, we refer to the difcourfe at large. . 
The collection before us, however, is not entirely compofed 
of pieces which have originally appeared in the form of pam- 
phlets. ‘The moft confiderable articles, and the greateft number, 
are extracted from much larger compilements than the prefent; 
to the voluminous, and in many refpeéts the valuable, mafs of 
materials contained in the Gentleman’s Magazine, the Editot 
is peculiarly obliged. It is well known that the comprehentive 
ae to whom we have ventured to affign the preface to th 

arleian Mifcellany, had, for many years, a connexion with the 


Magazine; and as it was the principal part of our Editor’s defign, 
, to 
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the fcattered productions of Dr. J-———’s juftly ad- 
ote his firft ‘elort was to the literary ftorehoufe above- 
mentioned, in which thofe detached performances were depo- 
fited. From thefe ample ftores, and from new editions of fome 
very reputable Englifh authors, he has accordingly felected 
feveral well-written pieces of biography *, viz. the lives of Sir 
Francis Drake, Dr. Sydenham, Boerhaave, Roger Afcham, 
Sir Thomas Brown, and Peter Burman ; not overlooking that 
of Edward Cave, the original projector and fuccefsful conduc 
tor of the Magazine above-named. | 

Befides thefe biographical pieces, we here meet with feveral 
other traéts afcribed to the fame excellent writer; fome of which 
originally appeared in the form of feparate pamphlets, others 
as prefaces to books ; among which we obferve a tra& entitled, 
A Review of a Free Enquiry into the Origin ‘of Evil; which we 
always underftood to be the production of a reverend gentle- 
man who is not here named, and who, perhaps, was not even 
thought of by the Editor f. 

We here meet alfo with Dr. J.’s celebrated p/an of an Englifh 
Didionary, in 4 letter to Lord Chefterfield ; alfo the Doétor’s 
preface to the folio edition of that Dictionary: to which are 
added his propofals for printing the dramatic works of Shakef- 
peare, and his preface to his edition of that Poet. His difler- 
tation on Pope’s Epitaphs is likewife to be found in thefe vo- 
lumes, together with fome prologues; London, a poem; and 
the Vanity of Human Wifhes ;—thefe poetical pieces were, 
however, before colle&ted in Dodfley’s Mifcellanies. 

Among the productions of other writers, we have here fome 
pieces by the Reverend Dr. Franklin, Mr. Colman, the Jace 
ingenious but unhappy Robert Lloyd; and the Battle of the 

igs, written by that arch fon of humour Bonne] Thornton, 
as a kind of additional canto to Garth’s Di/penfary. This 
Mock-Heroic was firit publifhed in 1768, in ridicule of the 
difputes then fubfifting between the regulars of the College of 
Phyficians and the dicentiates. See a farther account of this 
merry performance in vol. xxxviii. p. 142. of our Review. 

c> An advertifement informs, that a Third volume of this 
Mifcellaneous Colleétion is in the prefs ; with which the Editor 
will poffibly give us a general preface to the whole, there beitiz 
none to the prefent volumes. a, 
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* Of Dr. J.’s talent for this {pecies of compofition, the Public 


hath long been.in poffeffion of WO. he Lit 
Richide Bavioae eflion of an excellent {pecimen in The Life of 


t Since this Article was compofed at the prefs, we have been af- 
fared that Dr. J. has acknowledged the traGt here mentioned. 
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ForEIGN ARTICLES intended for our laff APPENDIX (publifhed 
with the Review for January) Lut omitted for want of room, ° 


Art. XIV. 
Détaig des Succes de PE sablifement, Se,—A Detail of the Guecefy 
which has attended the Eftablifhment formed by the City of Paris 
in Favour of Perfons drowned, &c, ByM.P.A. 12mo. Paris, 
1773: 
HE accounts which have been publifhed of the beneficial 
‘confequences that have attended the laudable endeavours 
of the Society formed about fix years ago at Amfterdam, for 
the recovery of drowned perfons, appear to have excited the ate 
tention of feyeral other communities or ftates ; particularly in 
different parts of Germany, France, and Italy ; where fimilar 
inftitutions have been formed, either under the immediate di- 
rection, or the patronage of government. ‘To promote, as far 
as was in our power, the benevolent and truly patriotic defigns 
of the Amfterdam Society, by extending the knowledge of their 
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plan, we have formerly related their fuccefs, and expatiated in 
pretty largely on the rationale, or grounds, on which it wag tr: 
founded *. It will therefore be fufficient for us to obferve with fo 
refpeét to the prefent publication, that it contains an account én 
of the regulations that have been formed and publifhed at Paris, pl 
under the direction of the magiftracy, in behalf of perfons who bt 
have been drowned, and a circumftantial detail of the different of 
cafes which have already fallen under the cognizance of this re- 
cent eftablifhment. Thefe regulations have already been pro- to 
ductive of the perfect recovery of fixteen perfons, out of twenty, H} 
who have, in the {pace of five months, been drawn out of the th 
water. The greater part of this number were reputed to be fh 
dead, and woald, a few years ago, have been treated as fuch; op 
in confequence of the fingular and abfurd police, and prejudices, “pe 
which feem long to have prevailed throughout a confiderable — ‘°fe 
part of Europe, with regard to accidents of this kind ; and ju 
which were calculated to deprive the unfortunate patient of the de 
mott diftant chance of recovery. — pecnlipgys ere fe 
* See the Appendix to our 45th vol. page 556, and to our 47th, re 
page 552, and our Review for Odtober lait, page 3cg—311. Th.: : 
- - —————— ’ if 
9) ART. XV. Ti 
Mn Graité du Suicide, ou du \ eurtre volontaire de fai-mime. Par Fean In 
Dumas. A Treatife on Self murder, &c. 8vo. Amferdam, . 
1773- a fe or 
F fe'f murder be a crime; as it certainly is; as much 38 R 
§ lying with a ncighbour’s wife, or any other immoral a&; | 
every attempt to demonftrate its criminality, and to expofe ip th 
natural deformity, is highly commendable, and may be ufeful, m 
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ia proportion to the ftrength of the effort that is made.. The 
misfortune, on this fubject, is, that hitherto wit. and talents 
have generally appeared in favour of vice. This may be owing 
to acommon infirmity of human nature; a difpofition toem- 
brace or reject altogether a fet of principles or opinions which: 
in general it approves OF difapproves. Suicide is a crime accord- 
ing to the doctrines and fentiments of all the Chriftian churches. 
With thofe who, on whatever principles, have renounced Chrif- 
tianity, it has been yery much the cuftomr to oppofle that fyftem, 
at all points; and particularly to adopt the opinion that fuicide 
is allowable, and even in fome cafes a duty. Thole who have 
fet themfelves to controvert this opinion, haye very abfurdly 
done it on the principles of the Chriftian religion, which their 
antagonifts do not acknowledge ; and thofe who defend it, de- 
fend it on principles which Chriftians affect to defpife. They 
may thus fight on to eternity ; without even coming to blows ; 
acommon practice among theological and moral difputants. 
The Author before us is a believer; and he argues accords 
ingly. This would be very proper, if Chriftians held a cone. 
trary opinion. But, as this is not the cafe, we apprehend it is 
fo much labour loft. He however ventures manfully on the 
enemy’s ground; and is not afraid to take up the weapons of 
philofophy and reafon. We have feen them better wielded ; 
but we commend him for his courage; he cannot help his want: 
of ftrenoth.—He treats his fubject in the following manner : 
After having defined fuicide, he fhews that a man ought not. 
to difpofe of a life which he has received from Gop, without 
His leave; and that God has not given any fuch leave.—He 
then confiders the evils which refult from the nature of things, 
fhews wherein they are ufeful; and ftrenuoufly combats the 
opinion, that. they, in any cafe, imply a permiffion from God, 
‘fo put an end to our lives.—-After labouring this point through 
feveral chapters, he-confiders the inftinéts of Nature -and the 
judgments of reafon as always leading us to preferve and not to 
deftroy ourfelves. This brings him to the pretenfions of ‘thofe 
fects of philofophers who countenanced or allowed of {uicide ; 
telerving however his main ftrength for fome modern apologies 
which are thought to have done credit to this practice. The 
firft of thefe, is the famous apology for fuicide in the 74th of — 
The Perfian Letters; the fecond is, an apology of the fame kind 
in The Sytem of Nature; and the Jatt is an. argument advanced 
in the celebrated Nouvelle Heloife. We fhall give the Reader 
fome part of what the Author has here urged againft Mr. 
oufleau. : 
' © In the arft letter: of the third volume of Elsifa, the Au- 
thor reduces the queftion concerning fuicide to this funda- 
mental propofition : ‘* To feek good, and to avoid evil, in that 
Which does not injure —— aright of nature, When life 
4 is 
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js an evil to us, and a good to ‘no other perfon, we may then 
get rid of it. Jf there be in the world a maxim evident ang 
certain, I think it is this; and if it is to be overturned, there 
is no human aé@tion, which cannot be made out to bea 
crime.” 001 

. Mr. Dumas, admits the principle; but denies the conf 


quence. ‘ The principle, fays he, is inconteftable, if by ang. 


ther we underftand not any of our fellow-creatures. only, 
but alfo the Deity. For, though God cannot be offended 
in the fame manner as man, he is offended in a manner 
peculiar to himfelf, when his creatures, whom he has made 
intelligent and free, dare to encroach on his rights, to difobey 
his will, to oppofe his views ; to do, in defiance of him what is 
repugnant to nature, to reafon, to confcience ; what difhonourg 
themfelves, and deftroys in them that union between foul and 
body which God himfelf has formed. This conduct is offen« 
five to him; not that it makes him fuffer, or does him any hurt; 
but as it violates that order of which he is the Source, and, as 
it were, the Guardian; degrades and defaces in man the work 
of his hands, of which he is jealous; and of which he alone 
ought to difpofe ; as it is an ingratitude towards him; a cons 
tempt of his benefits, a rebellion againft the laws of his Provi- 
dence, and an ufurpation of his Divine authority over his crea 
tures.’ 

Tn this manner our Author confiders this celebrated letter, by 
{ingle propofitions and arguments. He then gives Lord B's 
anfwer to the whole ; which many of our Readers will think 
more-to the purpofe than all our Author’s declamation. 

On the whole, this book is well intended, and containsm 
good things ; but it is not likely to be much read by the ad- 
mirers of the Lettres Perfannes, the Syfleme de la Nature, or the 





Nouvelle Heloife. | Re W 


ArT. XVI. 
L’ Ami de L’Humanité ; ou, Lettre d'un Frangois établi a Londres a un dt 


' fes Amis en France.—The Friend of Humanity; or, a Letter from - 


a Frenchman in London to one of his Friends in France. London 

De Lorme. 1773. 
rar performance that tends to promote a fpirit of uni- 
; verfal benevolence, to remove religious prejudices, to 
foften the afperity of party zeal, to weaken the influénce of 
bigotry, and to unite mankind in the bonds of focial affection, 
(how -much. foever they may differ in their fentiments upon con- 
traverted points) is entitled to the candid acceptance of thé 
Public,~—although the writer may not have the philofophy of a 
Bayie, or the eloquence of a Voltaire. The Author of this 
Letter paflefles what may prove equally effectual with many 
nob aod ¥ | 2 K Jit 3@: reader 
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readers, —the fimplicity and earneftnefs of an honelt, well- 
meaning, and intelligent man. : WW. 


pcan ae LA 
Art. XVII. 

AHO AAONIOY AEZIKON. Apollonji Sophifte Lexicon Grecum Iliadis 
a Odyfee. Primus ¢ Codice Manuferipto Sangermanenfi in lucom 
gindicavit, innumeris repurgavit mendis, allegata Homeri, et aliorum 
Poetarum, Loca diftinxit, indicavit, notis atque Animadverfionibus 

setnis illuffravit, et verfionem Latinam adjecit, Johannes Bap- 
he Cafparus D’ Anffe De Villoifon, Regie Inf:riptionum atque Huma 
niorum Literarum Academia Parifienfis Socius. Cum Pralegomenis, 
Tndicibus AuGtorum et Vocum Homericarum, ac noven Tabuiis Aneis, 
in quibus omnes Codices Manafcripti Literarum Forme et Compendia, 
atgie ainplim hujufee Scripture Specimen, reprafentantur— Accedit, 
preter multa, hucufque inedita, Philemonis Grammatici Fragmenta, 

‘pertit Hiadis Libri profaica metapbrafis Greca, e duobus Codicibus 

wits ab eodem nunc primum eruta, cum notulis, et variantibus Lece 
jionibut, Metaphrafifque et tertii Hiadis Libri.—Apollonius’s Lexicon 
Homericum, &c. By J.B. Cafpar, of the Academy of In{criptions 
and Belles Lettres. 2 Vols. 4to. Paris. 1773. 


EXICONS exclufively adapted to particular books are of 
fingular utility in facilitating the bufinefs of learning, 

and expediting the progrefs of the Tyro. But as this is their 
principal end, it is frequently to be regretted that their bulk 
js fo enormoufly and unneceflarily fwelled. The Lexicon Ho- 
mericum of Apollonius might, in a proper fize, have made a 
very ufeful fchoo!-book ; but in its prefent form, we appre- 
fiend, it will be of no general ufes Men of learning wanted 
no tranflation of the Greek fcholiaft, and thefe volumes are too 
mighty for fchool-boys. ‘Their only proper receptacles are the 
public libraries, to which the learning they contain fufficiently 
secommends them. Ly " 


Art. XVIII. 7 
DiBionnaire raifonn? univerfel de Matiere Médicale, concernant les Vi. 
gétaux, les Animaux et les Mineraux qui font d’Usage en Médicine ; 
leurs Deferiptions, leurs Analyfes, leurs Vertus, leurs Propriétis, Se, 
recuellies de Manufcrits originaux, et des meilleurs Auteurs anciens et 
modernes, tant é:rangers que de nctre Pays; avec uneTable raifonned 
de tous les noms que chaque pays a donnés aux mémes Vigctaux, Ani- 
maux et Mineraux.--An Univerfal Dictionary, &c. S8vo. 4 Vols. 
Paris, 1773." 
HE title of this work is fufficient to fhew what is con- 
tained in it; and, as to its merit, we need only fay, 
that. the medical reader will find it an ufeful and valuable pere 


formance, 
‘oe R. 
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Art. XIX. 

Ba: aux Gens de la Campagne ; ou'Traité, des Maladies les plus com, 
munes; avec des Obfervations fur les Caufes de Maladies du Peuple 
fur | Abus des Remedes et des Alimens dontil fait Ufage, et fur ceuy 
gwil doit employer pour fe quériv des Malasies aux quelles il eff le plus 

“expofé, quand il n'eft pas a portée davoir le fecours d’un Médecin, 
Ouvrage trés-utile aux Pafteurs, Chirurgiens, et Gens de la Cam. 
pagne.— Advice to Country People; or, a Treatife concerning the 
moft common Diftempers ; with Obferyaticns on their Caufes, Re. 

* medies, &c. By M.Didelot. szmo, Paris. 1773. 

HE great utility of a work of this kind, by a perfon of 

knowledge, judgment, and experience, is fufficiently obs 

vious.—The celebrated M. Tiffot, we are credibly informed, 

fpeaks of this Avis in terms of the warmeit approbation, which, 
to fay the leaft, is a very {trong prefumption in its favour, 

*.* We are obliged to a friendly Corre/pendent for the foregoing 

hitle Article. | R 

ART. XX. 

Elémens de Littérature, Extraits de Cours de Belles-Lettres de M. L’Abk 
Batteux. Par un Profefiur.—The Elements of Literature, &e, 
izmo. 2 Vols. Paris. 1773. er 

HIS is avery clear, diftinét, and judicious abridgment of 

the Cours de Belles- Lettres by Abbe Batteux. The Abridger 

has added feveral reflections borrowed from. celebrated writers, 
together with fome obfervations concerning the ftate of litera, 

ture in England, Germany, Italy, &c. R 








MONTHLY CATALOGUE 
| For FEBRUARY, 1774. 


POETICAL. . 

Art. 21. An Heroic Pofifeript to. the Public, occafioned by their 
favourable Reception of a late Heroic Epiftle to Sir William Cham 
bers, Kut. Fc. By the Author of that Epiftle. gto. 45. Ab 
mon. 1774- 


HE ingenious Writer exults, with fpirit and hamour, on the 
i fuccefs of his Heroic Epiftle", &c. and 
* Now to the Public tunes his grateful lavs, 
Warm 'd with the fun-fhine of the public praife ; 
Warm’d too with mem’ry of that golden time, 
When Almon gave him reafon for his rhyme.’ 
Glad are we to learn that this hitherto ‘ cuidiell pen,’ waits but 
a proper call to more ferious employment ; and that the Writer 
, ‘ — is, and means to be his country’s friend. 
‘ | ’Tis but to try his ftrength that now he fports 
With Chinefe gardens, and with Chinefe courts : 





.2 < # See Review for April laft, p. 314. : 
ut 
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But if that country claim a graver ftrain, 
If real danger threat fair Freedom’s reign, 
If hireling P**rs, in proftitution bold, 
Sell her as cheaply as themfelves they fold ; 
Or they, who honour’d by the People’s choice, 
inft that People lift their rebel voice, 
And, bafely crouching for their paltry pay, 
Vote the beft birthright of her fons away, 
Permit a nation’s in-born wealth to fly 
In mean, unkingly prodigality : 
Nor, e’er they give, afk how the fums were fpent, 
| So quickly fquander’d, though fo lately lent-—— 
— Jf this they dare; the thunder of his fong, 
Roiling in deep-ton’d energy along, — 
Shall ftrike, with Truth’s dread bolt, each mifcreant’s name, 
Who, dead to duty, fenfelefs e’en to fhame 
Betray’d his country. Yes, ye faithlefs crew, 
His Mufe’s vengeance tha]! your crimes purfue, 
_ Stretch you on fatire’s rack, and bid you li¢ 
Fit garbage for the hell-hound, Infamy.’ 
Boldly announced! byt whether this threatening declaration will 
roduce any greater effe&t than the old woman’s counter blaf to 
the thunder, no one can pronounce, but every body will guefs. 
Art, 22. Ode to the Right Hon. Spencer Earl of Northampton. 
. 4to. 6d. Robinfon, &¢. 1774. 

Acompliment to the Northampton family ; and not inelegant.7~ 

Art. 23. Female Artifice; or, Charles F—x outwitted. 4to. 15S. 
Ridley. 1774. 

The ftory of this poetical narrative difclofes the manner in which 
Mr. F— was duped by the noted Mrs, G——, who, it is here faid, 
found means to perfuade him that fhe could procure him a youn 
Wef-Indian wife, with a fortune of 160,c00o1l. The Author declares 
that ‘every the minuteft circumftance has a foundation in truth ; 
that there are no flowers of invention, no embellifhments of poetical 
fancy ; but that all the particulars are related with the very fame de- 

J gree of precifion (he withes he could add, with the fame portion of 
'™ pumour) that Mr. C. F—x relates them himfelf.? We are inclined 
to credit the whole of this declaration, becaufe we find that one part 
of itis ftri€tly true, viz. that there are * no flowers of invention, 

no embellifhments of poerical fancy,’ in this performance. 

*,* Admitting, by the way, the truth of this tale, if Authors and * 
Printers will be blabbing fuch anecdotes, where is the wonder that 
Mr. F. was fo fevere upon them, in certain late debates about a fcan- 
dalous Letter : vid. Art. 30. of this month’s Catalogue. 

Art. 24. The Search after Happinefs; a paftoral Drama. The 

_ Third Edition. 8vo. rs. 6d. Cadell. 1773. 
It is with pleafure we fee our opinion of Mifs More's ingenious 
. peem confirmed by the public approbation, in the demand of a third 
edition : and we attend to it a fecond time on account of a very fpi- 
rited epilogue which is now added to it, and which was fpoken when 
it was performed by a fet of young ladies; an exercife we would by 
e\ Mcans recommend, as the piece is entirely calculated to make 
= | : them 
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them both fpeak and think as they ought, or, as the profound autho, 
of the Rambler would exprefs 2t, to inure their organs to the ort botiny 
of elocution, and to confirud? their morals ou the plan of refitude, 
‘In this epilogee Mifs More thus liberally compliments her Sifter. 
uthors ; 
7 « When moral Carter breathes the firain divine, . 
And Aikin’s life flows faultlefs as her line ; 
‘When all-accomplith’d Montague can fpread. 
Frefh-gathered laurels round her Shakefpeare’s head ; 
When wit and worth in polifh’d Brooks unite, 
And fair Macaulay claims a Livy’s right. 

Braviffimo! Encore! Encore ! L, : 
Art. 25. The Four Seafons, a Poem; by John Huddleftone 
Wynne, Gent. 4to. 28. 6d. Riley, &c. 1773, 

_ This is a wretched fricaffee in rhyme of fome paffages in Thom. 
fon’s charming work on that fubje&t. The bad verfs are fo nume. 
tous, and the whole fo infipid, that it merits not the leaft attention, 


SrprRING,. 
¢ From courts and cities that the great ones love,” 
+ cs ae 


¢ And teems with thoufand ever-valued charms,” 
* - * 

© Nor lefs, Society, thy power I own, 

By which the univerfe fubfifts aloxe,’ 


Nor e’er did Liffy’s limpid ftream 
Reflect a fairer Judl. 
SuMMER. 
‘ the glorious God of Light 
His former abfence with new beams difplays, 
And fres the mountains with his qwelcome rays,’ 


Truly Hibernian! But this Author has one degree of merit for which 
he ought to have credit, that he never has the impertinence to take 
the liberty of naming thofe principal authors from whom he borrows, 
or on whom his imitations are a burlefque, as his archetypes. For 
this they are indebted to him. 
Art. 26. dn Epifile to Funius*, ato. 28. 6d. . Richardfon 
and Co. 1774. 
Half a crown for fuch—But we forbear! the Author may want it. 


DRAMATIC 
Art. 27. The Note of Hand; or, Trip to New-Market. Asit 
is acted at the Theatre in Drury-Lane. 8vo. 1s. Becket. 1774 
We have, in this little two-ac& piece, fome lively, laughable, 
and juft fatire on the turf and table gamblers. The fecond feeve 
prefents a rich exhibition of this fort; but the reft of the piece 
much inferior, in point of humour and {pirit.—It hath been faid, 
that a perfon of rank, who hath figured in a public character, 3 
glanced at in that of Revel, who is both ftatefman and jockey: 
it be fo, the Author hath, however, wrapped up the allufion 4 





Again, 





* By Benjamin Hughes; fays the advertilement. seule 
Reavy 
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peatly, 28 neither to offend the laws of the land or of the ftage. This 

farce is generally given to the Author of the Weft Indian. 

Art. 28. Ars and Choruffes in the Entertainment of the Sylphs ; 
or, Harlequin’s Gambols,—at the Theatre-Royat in Covent-Gar- 
den. The Mufic entirely new, compofed by Mr. Fither. 8vo. 
6d, Becket. as 
The chief merit of this minikin performance confifts in the {pright- 

Knefs of fome'of the airs, and the beauty of fome of the fcenes. For 

the reft, it is well known that Monf. Harlequin is a privileged per- 

fon, and amenable to no court of critictim ia the univerfe, 


POLITICAL. 

Art.29. The Letters of Governor Hutchinfon and Licutenant Goa 
vernor Oliver, Fc. Printed at Bofton ; and Remarks thereon. With 
the Aflembly’s Addrefs, and the Proceedings of the Lords Com- 
mittee of Council. ‘Together with the Subftance of Mr. Wedder- 

» sburn’s Speech relating to thofe Letters. XSv0. zs. Wilkie. 
1774e 

: The nature and purport of the Letters here publsthed, are already 

we prefume, well known to our Readers, in general. They have 

been retailed in moft of the news-papers ; together with fuch occa- 
fonal remarks, letters, invectives, and altercations, as an afair fo 
very interefting to this country and the colonies, conld not fail of 
producing: and much do we fear that Mr. Wedderburn’s rude at- 
tack on a character which has long, and juftly, been deemed an ho- 
nourto the prefent age, will not be the worft confequence of an event 
which every lover of liberty, of {cience, and of virtue, may have 
reafon to be forry for. 

MIscCELLANEOUS 

Art. 30. 4 Letter to Sir Fletcher Norton, Knt. Speaker of the, 
Hoafe of Commons, on the Petition of Thomas De Grey, Efq; 
and others, as inferted in the Public Advertifer, on the 11th of 
February ; for which the Printer was ordered to atiend the Honfe 
onthe 14th. 8vo. 6d. Wheble. 1774 
The fabjeét of this pamphlet hath fo much occupied the news- 

papers of the month, that there is little left for us to add. Nor, in- 
deed, can any one judge of the fatt, to which it alludes, who was 
not prefent in the Houfe of Commons when Mr. De Grey’s petition 
was prefented, and thereby enabled to fee and hear every thing that 
pafled on the part of the Speaker, whofe behaviour was fo grofsly 
impeached by the fpirited Author of he Letter : who that Author js, 
the Public are, now, at no lofs to infer. 

Art. 31. The Fournal of a Voyage undertaken by Order of his prefent 
Majefly, for making Difcoveries toward the North Pole, by the Hon. 
Commodore Phipps, and Captain Lutwidge, in his Majefty’s Sloops 
Racehorfe and Carkafe. To which is prefixed, an Account. of ihe 
feveral Voyages undertaken for the Difcovery of a North-Eat 
Paffage to China and Japan. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Newbery. 1774. 
This appears to be the real Journal of fome perfon on board one 

of the fhips above-mentioned, and it contains many curious parti- 

culars ; one of which, however, is incredible, viz. That about lat. 

80 deg. 47 min. N. and long. 21 deg. 10 min, Eaft from London, 

they met with bears on the ice, ‘ larger than the largeft oxen!’ Per- 
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haps the magnitude of thefe animals was in proportion to the igi: 
preflions they made on the Journalift, when they paffed in review 
before him.—Capt. Phipps’s own account of this voyage is expected g 
and we are informed that the Public will foon be gratified with ir, 
Art. 32. Memoire pour Moi, par Moi, Louis De Brancas, Comy 
de Lauraguais, —Count Lauraguais’s Memorial, &c, 8¥0. 1s, 64, 
Elmfley; 1773- roe nl ston 
The focial and decent fentiments of hofpitality dnd refpe& due tg 
a foreign nobleman, who has honoured this country with 4 particy. 
Jar attachment, would preclude us from every indulgence of the 53. 
fible vein, were there any fources for fuch indulgence in his pamphlet; 
The particulars of a private quarrel can hardly be confidered as ay 
object of public ctiticifm; arid we have nothing more to add, thar 
to exprefs our very natural wifhes, that the palladium of Liberty, 
which, in this nobleman’s idea, does us fo much honour, may sor 
be in worfe repair than he at prefetit fuppofes it, L 
) ; 


Rerticrous and CONTROVERSIAL. . 

Art. 33. 4 Pradiical Difecarfe on the moral Ufes and Obligations of 
Baptijm, defigned to affit a fertous and judicious Obedience to it; 
1z2mo. 6d. Johnfon; 1773. | 
This little traét appears to be written by a picts man, whofe ine 

tention is, as he expreffes it, ‘ to promote the pra@ical ufes of chirif- 

tian baptifm by explaining them, and by infifting on the obligation 
_to obferve it.” He is an advocate for adult baptifm, and it is quefti- 
onable whether he would allow shat of infants to be called by the 
riame; arid though he profeffes to wave-every thing of a controverfial’ 
nature, he cannot avoid fometimes propofing a few queftions on the 
point: this, howevér, appears to be done with moderation and can- 
dour. In urging the obfervance of this rite, he fappofés that fomé 
rfons may negleét it through a fenfe of fhame; and here we have 
the following paffage, which we infert without thinking it neceflary 
to add any remark concerning it: ‘ The only reafon we can alledge 
for our fhame mutt be this ; that it wants the fanction of the genera- 
lity and the great. - By this the be(t caufe frequently fuffers: to this 
it 1s owing that the caufe of liberty daily lofes its fupport among the 

Proteftant Diffenters in general ; when the wealthy, when perfous. of 

diftinguifhed rank, and who makea figure in the polite world, wher 

fuch forfake any caufe, they draw numbers after them, who are 
afhamed xo appear on that fide which the great, the noble and the 
fafhionable have deferted. Hence it is, that a rite, reafonable, ufe- 
ful, and divine, is neglected by thofe that fecretly avow its facred 
authority. Though the generality blufh not, in compliance with 
eftablifhed forms, and the prattice of the many and the great, ab- 
furdly to promife what an infant thall believe and practife, even men 
of fenfe and judgment are not ashamed to ufé and jain in the office of 
infant baptifm, as retained in the Church of England, though fo 
much weaknefs, abfurdity, and nonfenfe, (1 fpeak with regret) rum 
through it. But the inititution of baptifm, as it lies in the New 
Teftament, is not liable to any fuch charge.’ | . 
Though numbers of chriftians will not entirely agree with this 
Author, in his account of the nature of baptifm, and of its fubjectss 


yet every pious perfon will approve of his practical obfervations and 
advice, 
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advice, which require the very careful attention of thofe who are 
arrived at years, of maturity without having been baptized. 


Ant. 34¢ 4% Account of the Occafion and Deéfizn of the pofitive 
Infitutions of Chrifianity. Extra¢téd from the Scriptures only. 
By Richard Amner. 8vo. 2s. Buckland, :!774. 
From the acknowledged dépendence of Chrifltanity on the Jewitfh 

religion, this Writer fuppofes that the pofitive Inftitutions of the 

chritian fcheme may be illufrated by viewing them in connection 
with thofe of the Mofaic difpenfation, which they moft refemble : ala 
jufions of this kind have fometimes been carried to fanciful and extra- 
vagant lengths; but Mr. Amner confiders his fubject in a more ras 
| tibnal and intelligent manner. He writes with caution and modefty, 
and appears very folicitous to advance nothing for which he has not 

a fuficient foundation. ‘The Lord’s Supper is naturally contraited 

with the ordinance of the paffover ; the Lord’s Day with the Jewith 

fabbath ; and here we obferve, that he lays no ftrefs on the inftitu- 
tion of the fabbath immediately after the creation. His reafon for 
this is given in the following lines :—‘ Suppojing the books of the 

Pentateuch to have been reduced and difpoted into that form in which 

we now have them, by either Samuel, or any other and later Prophet, 

to whom the fabbath was not unknown, (fee Sir !{aac Newton’s ob- 
fervations on Daniel, ch. i.) would it not be reafonable to believe that 
fuch an account of the creation was purpofely prefixed, as was con- 
formable to it, and would tend to enforce the obfervation of it? 

And the argument will be much the fame even though Mofes were 

allowed to be the writer of them.’ 

But this Author chiefly enlarges on the fubject of chriftian bap- 
tifm, which he fuppofes to have fucceeded the baptifm of Profelytes 
among the Jews. He illuftrates feveral paflages of Scripture in the 
courfe of his argument, and offers fome pertinent confiderations, to 
fatisfy the mind of the Reader in refpeé& to the praétice of infant 
baptifm. This pamphlet is, on the whole, to be regarded as a fen- 
fible and ufeful performance. 
Art. 35. 4 farewell Addrefs to the Parifpioners of Catterick. By 

Theophilus Lindfey, M.A. 8vo. 6d. Johnfon. 1774. 

This {mall traét, the Author informs us, in his prefixed advertife- 
ment, was drawn up folely for the ufe of a country parifh, and 
never interded to go-beyond it; but that the kind reception it met 
with there, from an affectionate and grateful people, and their en- 
tering fo intirely into the caufe and fubjeét of it,—added to the fug- 
geltion of ferious friends, that it might be of fome general ufe,— 
has been an inducement to make it more public. . 

We have already fpoken* fo largely concerning Mr. Lindfey’s 
Apology, that it will be fufficient to add, with regard to the prefent 
difcourfe, that it is plain, fenfible, and pathetic ; and that the pious 
Author writes with fuch an apoftolic fimplicity, humility, and af- 

Ction, that we cannot wonder at his parifhioners having been 
greatly moved with this farewell Addrefs of their confcientious and 


excellent paftor, K 
yes ’ 





* In the Reviews for the laft and prefent month. 
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" Y Revelation the moft effefual Means of civilizing and reforming Max. 

hind.—Preached betore the Society in Scotland for propagating 

Chriftian Knowledge, at their Anniverfary Meeting, Jan. ¢, 1773. 

By Robert Henry, D.D. 8vo. 6d. Printed at Edinburgh, and 
fold by Cadell, London. 


The importance and ufefulnefs of divine revelation are here judi. , 
cioufly ftated, enforced, and fhewn to be the molt effedtual means A 


of enlighteniéd men in the Knowledge of religion, and at the fame 
time convincing them of its truth, and perfuading them to the prac. 
tice of it. 


Il. A Charge and Sermon delivered at the Ordination of the Rev, 


Mr. John David, O&. 7, 1773, at Frome, Somerfetthire; the 
Charge by Daniel Turner, M.A. the Sermon by Caleb Evans, 
M.A. 6d. Cadell, 


HI. Compaffion to poor Children, recommended, from the Example of Phas 
raoh’s Daughter.— At the Meeting-Houfe in St. Thomas’s, South. 
wark, for the Benefit of the Charity-Children in that Place, Jan, 
1, 1774. By Samuel Palmer. 6d. Buckland. 


IV. The encouraging Profpe@ that religious Liberty will be enlarged: 
confidered and applied to .the Cafe of théProteftant Diffenters ; 
in a Sermon preached at Kidderminfter, Nov.5, 1773. By Bene 
jamin Fawcet, M. A. 6d. Buckland, 
The encouraging profpect exhibited to the view of Mr. Fawcett’s 
audience at Kidderminfter, is that of the jate happy progrefs of re- 
ligious freedom throughout the Chriftian world in general, and in our 
own country in particular. ‘The candid and liberal ‘pirit of the pre- 
fent age is juftly praifed by this Preacher. He hath taken occafion 
to introduce an account of the Diffenters late application to parlia- 
ment; and he feems to entertain ftrong hopes of future fuccefs, 
Ean his braghren unite in the renewal of their conftitutional en- 
' avours to free themfelves from thofe legal reftraints which they 
deem incompatible with their Chriftian liberty. There is a becoming 
moderation in this difcourfe; which will be read with fatisfadétion 
by thofe con/ifent Diffenters who are well-wifhers to the caufe; and 


it can give no offence, we fuppofe, to the unprejudiced members of 


our eftablifthed church. 


V. Preached in the Parifh Church of Newbury, Berks, Jan. 14, 


1774, at the Funeral of the Rev. John Geree, LL. B. Fellow of 
Winchefter. By the Rev. Thomas Penrofe, Curate of Newburye 
4to. Walter. 

‘Fhis brief oration (for the difcourfe is not a Jong one) merits fome 
diftinétion from the common run of funeral fermons, on account of 
its fuperior eloquence, It is rationally pious, and foberly pathetic; 
and while the Author has fufficiently attended to the propriety of 
compofition, he has not loft fight of that plainnefs which ever ought 

, _ %0 bring down pulpit-difcourfes to the level of common capacities: 
* thofe in which the preacher foars above vulgar apprehenfion, are 
feldom found to be extenfively ufeful; and are generally to be re- 
gaided as little better than “* founding brafs, or a tinkling cymbal.” 





